About PISA
“What is important for citizens to know and be
able to do?” That is the question that underlies
the triennial survey of 15-year-old students
around the world known as the Programme for
International Student Assessment (PISA). PISA
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A new project called PISA for Development is
underway. It aims to adapt the PISA instruments
to make them even more relevant for a broader
range of contexts, particularly those of developing
countries. These instruments will be developed
and tested in a small number of countries over the
next three years. To find out more go to:
www.oecd.org/pisa/pisafordevelopment

Participants of the OECD Programme
for International Student Assessment
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United States
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OECD member countries
For more information please contact:
edu.pisa@oecd.org.

Programme for
International Student
Assessment (PISA)
The OECD assessment of 15-year-olds
in key competencies to help improve quality,
equity and efficiency in education systems

What makes PISA unique ?

Key facts about PISA 2012

PISA results

PISA results reveal what is possible in education by
showing what students in the highest-performing
and most rapidly improving education systems
can do. It is unique in the way it looks at:

The content: The PISA 2012 survey focused on
mathematics, with reading, science and problemsolving as minor areas of assessment. For the first
time, PISA 2012 also included an assessment of
the financial literacy of young people, which was
optional for countries.

Policy makers use PISA results to gauge the
knowledge and skills of students in their own
countries in comparison with those in other
countries, set policy targets against measurable
goals achieved by other education systems,
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Public policy issues: PISA helps stakeholders
assess how well schools are equipping today’s
youth for adult life, whether education systems
are fair, and whether some schools and teaching
methods are more effective than others.
Literacy: Rather than examine mastery of specific
school curricula, PISA looks at students’ ability
to apply what they learn in school to real-life
situations.
Lifelong learning: PISA not only looks at student
performance but also finds out about students’
potential for lifelong learning by asking them about
their motivation, their self-beliefs and their learning
strategies.
Performance over time: Countries and economies participating in successive PISA cycles can
compare the performance of their students over
time and assess the impact of education policy
decisions.
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The students: Around 510 000 students
completed the assessment in 2012, representing
about 28 million 15-year-olds in the schools of the
65 participating countries and economies.
The assessment: Paper-based tests were used,
lasting two hours for each student. In some
countries an extra 40 minutes were devoted to
the computer-based assessment of mathematics,
reading and problem solving.
Questions were a mixture of multiple choice and
those requiring students to construct their own
responses. Try out some questions here:
www.oecd.org/pisa/test
Students answered a questionnaire that sought
information about themselves, their homes and
their school and learning experiences. School
principals were given a questionnaire that covered
the school system and the learning environment.
In some countries parents answered a questionnaire to provide information on their perceptions of
and involvement in their child’s school, their support for learning at home and their child’s career
expectations.
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Joining PISA

Programme for International Student Assessment
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The next assessment countries can join will be in
2018. The deadline for joining is the end of 2014.
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Countries can express their interest by sending a
message to edu.pisa@oecd.org.
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Find out more at www.oecd.org/pisa/.

