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Fast and challenging transformations of the global economy are reshaping the conditions for Africa’s 

global emergence in the 21st Century. The socio-economic impacts of the COVID pandemic, the 

reshaping of global value chains, insufficient development finance and fast rising food and energy 

prices call for innovative policies and international partnerships. As the continent was just starting to 

recover from the crisis and heal the scars from the pandemic, it faces again a deteriorating global 

economic outlook. That context also challenges African economies’ efforts to reduce their 

dependence on raw material export, advance productive transformation and increase investment and 

domestic resource mobilisation. The emerging global disorder is thus shaking the policy discussions 

on the transformation of African economies and how best to create opportunities for their youth.  

The 21st edition of the AU-OECD International Economic Forum on Africa takes places in the framework 

of the OECD Ministerial Council Meeting (MCM), chaired by Italy under the theme “The Future We 

Want: Better Policies for the Next Generation and a Sustainable Transition”. The Forum is an 

opportunity for OECD members to engage at high level, yet informally, with Africa’s leaders, movers 

and shakers on the way forward. 

 

9:00-10:00 Opening session – Africa’s pathways to global emergence: what priorities in 2022? 

Africa’s transformation is taking place in a fast-changing and increasingly uncertain global 

environment. The continent is also changing fast. Demographic growth is bringing about rapid urban 

transitions, and increased needs for quality jobs, presenting unique challenges and opportunities for 

policies and firms. How are international partner’s initiatives changing to reflect Africa’s objective of 

high-sustained economic growth, connectivity and integration? What are the priorities today? What 

should change? 

Introductions - Marina Sereni, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Co-operation, Italy, 
Chair of the OECD MCM 

 
 Jeffrey Schlagenhauf, Deputy Secretary General, OECD 
 Monique Nsanzabaganwa, Deputy Chairperson, African Union Commission 
 Chido Cleopatra Mpemba, Special Envoy on Youth to AU Chairperson at African Union  
 Macky Sall, President of the Republic of Senegal 



10:00-11:30 Session 1 - Creating economic opportunities for Africa’s youth  

Creating sufficient quality job opportunities for Africa’s vibrant youth is a priority of Agenda 2063, 

translated into the African Plan of Action for Youth Empowerment (APAYE 2019-2023) and the African 

Decade for Technical, Professional, Entrepreneurial Training and Youth Employment (2019-2028). The 

realisation of their objectives requires policy interventions at various levels: improving skills, 

empowering women, promoting entrepreneurship, creating and supporting effective ecosystems for 

small and medium enterprises (SMEs), dealing with informality, enhancing physical and digital 

infrastructure to better connect markets, etc. Since the 2012 International Economic Forum on Africa 

on youth employment, the context for public interventions has changed significantly, as has the 

private sector of African economies. A number of strategies have been set up to generate 

opportunities across the continent, and new generations of start-ups have been attracting investment. 

The African Continental Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA) also sets a new stage for SME development 

and job creation. However, important hurdles stand in the way of productive transformation and the 

scaling-up of successful experiences. The new global economic context adds uncertainty and could 

affect investment flows negatively.  

 Where are the main economic opportunities for Africa’s youth and young entrepreneurs? 

 How can national policies and continental strategies target the most job-rich sectors, such as 

the agro-food economy, and boost regional value chains?  

 How can the continent’s partnerships best support these endeavours in the new global 

context? 

Moderator – Georja Calvin-Smith, Presenter and Senior Producer, France 24 
 

 Robert Dussey, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and Togolese Abroad, Togo 
 Keiko Okada, Deputy Director-General, International Cooperation Bureau, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, Japan  
 Mame Aby Seye, General Delegate of the Delegation for Rapid Entrepreneurship of Women         

and Youth, Senegal  
 Christian Yoka, Director of Africa Department, French Development Agency 
 Mulualem Syoum, Founder and CEO,  AeTrade Group 

 

11:30-13:00 Session 2 – How can Africa become the next investment frontier? 

The gap between Africa’s needs and actual investment levels speaks of massive untapped 

opportunities, for the continent and for global investors, not least in energy security and quality 

infrastructure for transports and logistics. On occasions, investments into natural resources had 

limited spillover effects on job creation and economic transformation; basic principles of transparency 

and sustainability or social and environmental impact are not systematically applied or might be 

perceived as hurdles; lack of consistent and comprehensive information, together with inadequate 

perceptions of risks and opportunities, translating in high costs of borrowing, are increasingly blamed. 

The post-crisis recovery is an opportunity for policymakers to design credible investment and 

borrowing strategies, and engage with investors and rating agencies to address risk perceptions.  

 What are the opportunities and good practices to scale up quality investment in Africa? 

 What policies can help lower the perception of the investment risk and borrowing costs on 

the continent? 

 How can international collaboration help scale up the quantity and quality of investment in 

Africa?  Are there good practices to emulate? 



Moderator – Georja Calvin-Smith, Presenter and Senior Producer, France 24 

 Renganaden Padayachy, Minister of Finance, Economic Planning and Development, 
Mauritius 

 Salvatore Bernabei, CEO, Enel Green Power 
 Vincent Biruta, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Rwanda  
 Chileshe Kapwepwe, Secretary General, Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa 

(COMESA) 
 Koen Doens, Director-General for International Partnerships, European Commission 

 

13:00-13:30 Closing panel 

Moderator – Ragnheiður Elín Árnadóttir, Director of Development Centre, OECD  

 Manuel Escudero, Permanent Representative of Spain to the OECD and Chair of the OECD 
Development Centre Governing Board 

 Albert Muchanga, AU Commissioner for Economic Development, Trade, Tourism, Industry 
and Minerals 
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Speakers’ biographies 

 

Opening Session 

Macky Sall 

President of the Republic of Senegal  

Mr Macky Sall, elected fourth President of the Republic of Senegal in 2012, then re-

elected in 2019 for a second five-year term (2019-2024), is also the Chairperson of 

the NEPAD Heads of State and Government Orientation Committee (New 

Partnership for Africa's Development). It was in 2016, that President Macky Sall's 

comprehensive approach aimed at strengthening good governance and rule of law 

in Senegal took on concrete form. Almost 63% of votes cast were in his favor, the 

result of national conferences and consultations carried out by the National 

Commission for Institutional Reform (CNRI) since 2012. Mr Sall was also Mayor in 

Fatick from 2009 to 2012 and President of the Senegalese National Assembly from 2007 to 2008. Previously, 

he served as Minister on several occasions, including Prime Minister from 2004 to 2007, Minister of State and 

Minister of Mines, Energy and Hydraulics and Minister of State, Minister of the Interior and Local Collectivities. 

Between 2000 and 2001, Mr Sall worked as the Chief Executive Officer of the Senegalese National Oil Company 

(PETROSEN) after several years as Head of the Database Division and Special Advisor to the President in charge 

of Energy and Mines. 

Jeffrey Schlagenhauf  

OECD Deputy Secretary General 

Mr. Jeffrey Schlagenhauf, an American national, took up his duties as a Deputy 

Secretary-General of the OECD at the beginning of May 2019. His portfolio includes 

the strategic direction of OECD policy on Public Governance and the Development 

Cluster, which includes the Development Cooperation Directorate, the Development 

Centre and the Sahel and West Africa Club (SWAC). He also oversees the Environment 

and Statistics and Data Directorates. In addition, he is responsible for overseeing 

horizontal work on Anti-corruption and Integrity, and the Sustainable Development 

Goals. Prior to joining the OECD, Mr. Schlagenhauf served as the White House’s Office 

of Management and Budget’s (OMB) Associate Director for Economic Policy. In that role, he served as the top 

economic advisor to the Director. Mr Schlagenhauf represented OMB in the “Troika” process that determined 

the economic assumptions underlying the Administration’s annual budget. As head of the Economic Policy 

Division, he supervised a team of career economists and the Evidence Team that focuses on implementing 

evidence based policymaking across the U.S. federal government. Before joining the White House Budget Office, 

Mr Schlagenhauf worked in the public policy arena for nearly four decades. He served for more than a decade 

as a senior staff member of the Congressional Joint Economic Committee, including serving as the committee’s 

Executive Director and Republican Staff Director. Mr. Schlagenhauf also served as a senior staff member in both 

the U.S. Senate and the U.S. House of Representatives, including serving as Chief of Staff to U.S. Representative 

Thomas J. Bliley, Jr. of Virginia. Mr. Schlagenhauf’s nongovernmental experience included serving as President 

of a national trade association, a private consultant, and as an Economic Policy Advisor to the Donald J. Trump 

for President campaign in 2016. Mr Schlagenhauf was born and raised in Western New York. He remains a 

diehard fan of both American football’s Buffalo Bills and hockey’s Buffalo Sabres. Mr. Schlagenhauf is a graduate 

of the College of William and Mary in Virginia. In 1998, he was appointed by the Governor of Virginia to serve as 

a member of the university’s Board of Visitors. 



 

Monique Nsanzabaganwa 

Deputy Chairperson, African union Commission 

H.E. Dr. Monique Nsanzabaganwa is the Deputy Chairperson (DCP) for the African 

Union Commission. She is in charge of Administration and Finance and assists the 

Chairperson in the execution of his functions to ensure the smooth running of the 

Commission, and acts as the Chairperson in his absence. Dr. Nsanzabaganwa holds a 

Ph.D. in Economics, and Honorary Doctorate of Commerce, University of 

Stellenbosch. She has over twenty years’ experience developing and leading 

programs that drive financial inclusion and economic prosperity. Prior to her election 

she held senior positions in the Government of the Republic of Rwanda including 

Minister of State in charge of Economic Planning, Minister of Trade and Industry and Deputy Governor of the 

Central Bank. Dr. Nsanzabaganwa has supported various Gender Empowerment initiatives through her 

memberships in the Alliance for Financial Inclusion Gender committee, Women's World Banking African 

Advisory Council, the Graça Machel Trust Expert Group on women's financial inclusion and the digital economy 

in Africa, New Faces New Voices Rwanda chapter, Unity Club amongst others. Dr. Nsanzabaganwa was elected 

by the 34th African Union Assembly for a four-year term renewable once. She is the first woman to hold the 

position of Deputy Chairperson of the African Union Commission. 

 

Marina Sereni 

Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Co-operation, Italy, Chair of the OECD MCM  

She was born in Foligno (PG) in 1960. At a very young age she was active in 

student organizations and the Movement for Peace. She was elected to the 

Regional Council of Umbria in 1985. From 1993 to 2001 she was Councillor for 

Budget, Human Resources and Social Policies. She was elected for the first 

time to Parliament in 2001 in the Umbria constituency and from December 

2001 she was member of the National Secretariat of the Left Democrats in 

charge of Foreign Affairs until 2005. In 2005 she became Head of the 

Organisation Office and contributed to the birth of the Democratic Party. She was member of the Foreign and 

EU Affairs Committee until 2006. She was re-elected to Parliament in 2006 and held the position of Vice-

President of the Olive Tree Group until April 28, 2008. She led the party list in her region at the early elections 

held in 2008 and she became Vice-President of the Democratic Party Group until November 2009. At the 

Congress of the Democratic Party in 2009, she took up the position of Vice-President of the Party’s National 

Assembly. At the 2013 parliamentary elections for the Umbria constituency. In the parliamentary sitting of 

March 21, she was elected deputy Vice-Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies and was a member of the Foreign 

and EU Affairs Committee. She was a member of the Democratic Party’s National Secretariat from July 2018 to 

September 2019. He is currently a member of the Democratic Party’s National Direction. Since 16 September 

2019, she has been Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of the Conte II Government. 

Since 1 March 2021, she has been Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of the Draghi 

Government. 

 

 

 



 

Session 1 

Moderator 

Georja Calvin-Smith  

Presenter and Senior Producer, France 24 

Georja Calvin-Smith is a Paris based journalist, writer and broadcast trainer who has 

worked in international magazine and current affairs broadcasting in the UK, France 

and US. She currently produces and anchors the daily ‘Eye on Africa’ bulletin and 

weekly ‘Across Africa’ magazine show at France 24, an international news network 

broadcasting in English, French and Arabic. She regularly collaborates with the UN 

and other international organisations in moderating high level debates and 

dialogues.  

 

Speakers 

Robert Dussey 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and Togolese Abroad, Togo   

Full Professor at Universities (Political Science and Political Philosophy); 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and Togolese Abroad; 

Expert on issues related to peace, prevention, management and 

resolution of armed conflict;  Chairman of the Council of Ministers of 

ECOWAS (2017-2018); Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the 

Council of the Entente; Chief Negotiator of ACP/EU post cotonou 2020 

 

Mame Aby Seye  

General Delegate of the Delegation for Rapid Entrepreneurship of Women and Youth, Senegal    

Having always had a passion for humans and driven by a desire to support and 

transform territories, Mame Aby Seye turned early on to sociology and 

demography. With a doctorate in Sociology-Demography, she joined the NGO 

ENDA Tiers-Monde in Senegal in 2004, an experience that made her able to 

apprehend and work on issues specific to Senegalese territories. After a few years 

in France in consulting positions, Mame Aby Seye joined the Senegalese Caisse des 

Dépôts et de Consignations as Project Manager for two years, then Head of the 

Territorial Development Division for two more years.  In 2019, Mame Aby Seye was 

appointed by H.E. President Macky Sall as Executive Director of the Fonds de 

Financement de la Formation Professionnelle et Technique (3FPT), where she 

carried the voice of vocational training in Senegal for almost three years and 

reinforced the country's leadership at the pan-African level. In 2022, Mame Aby 

Seye was appointed by H.E. President Macky Sall as General Delegate for Rapid Entrepreneurship of Women and 

Youth (DER/FJ), where she accompanies women and youth in entrepreneurship, guided by a constant and 

sustainable focus on social inclusion and territorial equity. 



Keiko Okada  

Deputy Director-General, International Cooperation Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan    

Ms. Keiko OKADA is Deputy Director-General, International Cooperation 

Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. Her last posting was Director, 

General Affairs Department, Economic and Social Research Institute, 

Cabinet Office (September 2018-August 2020).  Ms. OKADA’s career 

includes Director, General Affairs Division, Gender Equality Bureau, 

Cabinet Office(2016-2018), Director, Consumer Education and Local 

Cooperation Division, Consumer Affairs Agency(2015-2016), Director, 

Consumer Research Division, Consumer Affairs Agency(2014-2015), 

Counsellor for Economic Outlook under Director-General for Economic and Fiscal Management, Cabinet 

Office(2012-2014), Counsellor for Public Relations Office, Cabinet Office(2010-2012), Senior Researcher, 

Research Institute for Advancement of Living Standards(2006-2008).  She is a graduate of the Faculty of 

Economics of the Kyoto University.  She received a Master’s Degree in the International Development Policy, 

from Food Research Institute, Stanford University.  

Christian Yoka  

 Director of Africa Department, French Development Agency 

Christian Yoka is currently Director of the Africa Department of the French 

Development Agency, a position to which he has been appointed in July 2021. 

Regional Director for East Africa since August 2018 Christian Yoka has extensive 

field experience on the African continent. Before being at the head of this regional 

department with a dozen countries, he was regional director for Cameroon, the 

Central African Republic and Equatorial Guinea between 2016 and 2018 and 

previously regional director for Ethiopia, Sudan, South -Sudan, Eritrea and Somalia, 

from 2013 to 2016. He was also director of the AFD agency in the Democratic 

Republic of Congo, from 2009 to 2013. A legal expert by training, Christian Yoka 

holds a DESS in law and taxation from the University of Paris Panthéon-Sorbonne 

and a master's degree in banking and financial law from Boston University. 

 

Mulualem Syoum  

 Founder and CEO, AeTrade Group  

Mr. Syoum, as founder of the AeTrade Group, is dedicated to the  collaboration  of  

the public and private sector to work together in multifaceted manner across 

sectors. He believes that without a sense of purpose, no company, either public or 

private, can achieve its full potential. He is driving a continent-wide digital 

transformation that requires extraordinary energy and teamwork. Social 

entrepreneurship is crucial for facilitating inward investment into the continent, 

for the benefit of the people of Africa. Before his return to the private sector, Mr. 

Syoum served as Chief Information Technology Officer at the Multilateral Fund 

(MLF) as information technology coordinator providing leadership and direction in 

the activities of the IT Section, including resilience and risk mitigation. Prior to 

taking up his position at MLF. Mr. Syoum co-founded, in 1994, “Micro-net Inc,” a 

private company based in Montreal, Canada, providing consulting services in 



various IT areas such as information security management, governance, business processes and compliance, 

security standard project for financial and other institutions, international organizations, and for public entities. 

Mr. Syoum holds a MSc. in Information Systems Management from Roehampton University in London, 

Enterprise Risk management Harvard University. 

 

Session 2 

Moderator 

Georja Calvin-Smith  

Presenter and Senior Producer, France 24 

Georja Calvin-Smith is a Paris based journalist, writer and broadcast trainer who has 

worked in international magazine and current affairs broadcasting in the UK, France 

and US. She currently produces and anchors the daily ‘Eye on Africa’ bulletin and 

weekly ‘Across Africa’ magazine show at France 24, an international news network 

broadcasting in English, French and Arabic. She regularly collaborates with the UN 

and other international organisations in moderating high level debates and 

dialogues.  
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Renganaden Padayachy 

Minister of Finance, Economic Planning and Development, Mauritius  

Dr. the Honourable Renganaden Padayachy assumed office as Minister of Finance, Economic 
Planning and Development on the 12th of November 2019. Dr. Padayachy was First Deputy 
Governor of the Bank of Mauritius from December 2017 to October 2019 and Chairman of 
the Financial Services Commission from January 2018 to October 2019. In his capacity as First 
Deputy Governor of the Bank of Mauritius, Dr. Padayachy was also a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Bank as well as a member of the Monetary Policy Committee. Prior to his 
appointment as First Deputy Governor, Dr. Padayachy was already, since March 2015, a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Bank of Mauritius. He was also a member of the 
Monetary Policy Committee since 5 September 2017. Before being appointed First Deputy 

Governor Designate, Dr. Padayachy was the Chief Economist of the Mauritius Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (MCCI) and headed the Economic Analysis and Industry Division of the MCCI. Dr. Padayachy holds a 
Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne, France. His thesis entitled: « Mesures de 
la Pauvreté à l’île Maurice » is a comprehensive study on poverty in Mauritius. It starts with a full explanation 
on poverty and dwells on the monetary dynamics and also defines the different characteristics of the poor and 
the vulnerable. With the help of econometric models, the author analyses the determinants of poverty and also 
explains poverty with regard to the labour market, education, age, gender and geographical location. Based on 
a multiple-indicator approach, Dr Padayachy shows the complementary and appropriateness of an analysis of 
human poverty underlining the serious shortages in terms of capacity of choice — compared to illiteracy and 
the living conditions. The last part of the research focus on the evolution of poverty using two methods. First: 
using the concept of Vulnerability to Poverty to measure the ex-ante risk that a household is poor ex-post, if it 
is not poor, or that he remains poor, if it is already poor. Second, using the concept of Poverty Dynamics to 
distinguish chronic poverty from transient poverty. Dr. Padayachy also holds two Masters, the first one in Public 
Economics from the University of Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne, France, and the other one in Industrial Economics 
from the University of Franche-Comté, France.  
 



Vincent Biruta  

Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Rwanda 

Dr. Vincent Biruta, a medical doctor by training, is the Minister of Foreign Affairs 

and International Cooperation of the Republic of Rwanda since 04th November 

2019. He previously served as the Minister of Environment of the Republic of 

Rwanda from August 2017 to November 2019. Prior to that, Dr. Biruta held 

several cabinet positions in the Government of Rwanda including the Natural 

Resources portfolio from 2014 to 2017, Education from 2011 to 2014, Public 

Works, Transport and Communication from 1999 to 2000, and the Health docket 

from 1997 to 1999. Beside his cabinet appointments, he was the President of 

the Senate in the Parliament of the Republic of Rwanda from 2003 to 2011 and 

President of the National Transition Assembly from 2000 to 2003. Dr. Biruta is a 

qualified physician. He has furthered his studies in Public Health and Nutrition 

at the Université Catholique de Louvain in Belgium as well as in Planning and Management of Health Services in 

Developing Countries at the Université Libre de Bruxelles. He is married with four children. 

 

 

Chileshe Kapwepwe 

Secretary General, Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) 

 Chileshe Mpundu Kapwepwe is the Secretary General of the Common Market for 

Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA). She was sworn in as Secretary General in July 

2018 during the 20th Summit of the COMESA Authority and has extensive experience 

in both the public and private sectors spanning over 30 years in both local and 

international organisations. She has a proven track record in leadership, business and 

operations management with a strong financial and commercial background, and 

experience in economic development, policy formulation and implementation. She 

has served as an Executive Director at the International Monetary Fund representing 

23 African Countries as well as Member of Parliament, Deputy Minister of Finance 

and Managing Director of the National Airports Corporation Limited in Zambia. She 

has served and continues to serve on numerous boards including the Zambia 

Revenue Authority, Bank of Zambia, Ecobank Zambia Limited, BP Zambia Limited, Zambia Privatisation Trust 

Fund, Zep-Re (PTA Reinsurance Company), Global Water Partnership Southern Africa, Airports Council 

International and the African Civil Aviation Commission. Ms. Kapwepwe is a Chartered Accountant and holds a 

Master’s degree in Business Administration from the University of Bath, United Kingdom.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Koen Doens 

 Director-General for International Cooperation and Development, European Commission 

 The European Commission appointed Mr Koen Doens to the position of Director-

General for International Cooperation and Development (DG DEVCO) in 2019. Mr 

Doens brings 15 years of experience in the European Commission and over ten years 

of diplomatic experience working for the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Having 

joined the European Commission in 2004, Mr Doens worked in the private offices of 

three Commissioners and headed the Commission's Spokesperson's Service under 

former President Barroso (2009-2014). He joined DG DEVCO – going back to a policy 

area to which he had dedicated most of his career – in 2014 to the position of Director 

for European Union-African Union Relations, East and Southern Africa and Indian 

Ocean. Before joining the European institutions, Mr Doens held several positions in the Belgian MofA between 

1993 and 2004. He was, among others, Counselor in charge of Transatlantic Relations, Russia and Eastern 

Europe, OSCE, United Nations, WTO, Terrorism. Mr Doens also served as a diplomat in Syria; Chargé d'Affaires 

at the Belgian Embassy in Teheran, Iran; and Head of the economic section of the Belgian Embassy in Moscow.  

 

Salvatore Bernabei  

CEO, Enel Green Power 

 Bernabei began working at Enel in 1999 as Logistics Manager for Enel 

Distribuzione and, later, as Supply Chain Manager, Project Manager and 

Contract Manager for geothermal and wind power projects in Italy. Later he 

covered various management roles at Enel Green Power in Engineering and 

Construction as well as Safety and Environment in Iberia, Latin America and 

Europe. After an interlude as Head of Operations and Maintenance of 

Renewables in Iberia, he was appointed Country Manager of Chile and Andean 

Countries for Enel Green Power and, successively, Head of Renewable Energies 

Latin America. From May 2017 to September 2020, he was the Group’s Head 

of Global Procurement. Since October 2020 Salvatore Bernabei is Chairman of 

RES4Africa (Renewable Energy Solutions for Africa), a public-private multitaskholder Foundation 

operating in support of a “fair” energy transition on the African continent in order to guarantee a 

widespread access to a clean, reliable, sustainable and modern energy in line with SDG7. Mr. Bernabei 

graduated from the University of Rome Tor Vergata in Engineering Management and wrote his final 

thesis at the Polytechnic University of Catalonia. He completed a master’s degree in Net Business 

Administration at the Polytechnic University of Milan and participated in the INSEAD International 

Executive Programme in Singapore and Paris, as well as in the Leadership for Energy Management 

Programme at the SDA Bocconi School of Management (Milan) and the IESE Business School in 

Barcelona. Bernabei is married and has two daughters. He is a triathlete, a fan of the A.S. Roma football 

team, and a rugby enthusiast. He likes reading books on history, economics and geopolitics. 

 

 

 



 

 

Closing panel 

Moderator 

 

Ragnheiður Elín Árnadóttir 
 
Director, OECD Development Centre  

   
Ragnheiður Elín Árnadóttir has been the Director of OECD Development Centre 
since 16 August 2021. Ms. Árnadóttir served as Minister of Industry and Commerce 
in Iceland from 2013-2017 and was an elected Member of Parliament for the 
Independence Party from 2007-2016.Before being elected to Parliament, she was 
successively a political advisor to the Minister of Finance, the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and the Prime Minister. She also worked for the Trade Council of Iceland 
both in New York and in Reykjavík. A nonresident Senior Fellow at the Atlantic 
Council's Global Energy Centre, she is also a Board member of RÚV (Icelandic 
National Broadcasting Company) and of the American-Icelandic Chamber of 

Commerce. She was the Chairman of the Board of Directors of Duty Free Iceland, and a member of the Board of Directors of 
Landsvirkjun (national power company). Ms. Árnadóttir has a Master’s Degree in Foreign Service from Georgetown 
University in Washington, D.C., and a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Sciences from the University of Iceland. She attended the 
Georgetown Leadership Seminar in 2007, by invitation.  
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Albert Muchanga 
  
African Union Commissioner for Economic Development, Trade, Tourism, Industry and Minerals  

 

Amb. Albert M. Muchanga is the newly elected African Union Commissioner for Economic 
Development, Trade, Industry and Mining. The portfolio also covers tourism, investment, 
innovation, entrepreneurship, economic integration, economic policies and research, statistics 
and oil and gas. He is formerly Commissioner for Trade and Industry, in which he provided 
strategic leadership in facilitating negotiation, conclusion and ratification of the Agreement 
Establishing the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) until the Start of Trading on 1st 
January 2021. Previously, Amb. Muchanga was Permanent Secretary in the Cabinet Office in 
charge of Parliamentary Affairs in Zambia. He also served as Zambian Ambassador to Brazil and to 
Ethiopia and as Permanent Representative to the African Union. Amb. Muchanga was also Deputy 
Executive Secretary of the Southern African Development Community (SADC).  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Manuel Escudero  
 
Permanent Representative of Spain to the OECD and Chair of the OECD Development Centre 
Governing Board  
 

Ambassador Manuel Escudero took up his duties as Permanent Representative of Spain to the 
OECD on 12 July 2018. From 2005 and 2010, Mr Escudero was Director of Networks of the UN 
Global Compact Initiative, whose purpose is to bring together responsible companies in 
public‐private partnerships with other civil society institutions. M. Escudero founded in 2007 
the Principles for Responsible Management Education (PRME), an international initiative 
supported by the United Nations, in which more than 700 business and business 
administration schools participate in 85 countries. Prior to taking up his duties as Ambassador 
and Permanent Representative of Spain to the OECD in 2018, Mr Escudero was Secretary of 
Economic Policy and Employment at the Executive Commission of the PSOE, and Special 
Adviser to the Office of the United Nations Global Compact Initiative, in New York. Manuel 
Escudero also has a long-standing career in the academic sphere. He was Professor of 

Macroeconomics, Dean of Research and Dean of Cloister at the Instituto de Empresa, IE Business School in Madrid, between 
1991 and 2005. In 2010, Mr Escudero returned to Spain as General Director of Deusto Business School (2010‐2014). He is an 
economist and holds a degree in Business Studies (Deusto, Spain), a Master's in Regional Economics (MSc), 1977, and a 
Doctorate (PhD), 1987, both from the London School of Economics. He has written 5 books and has participated in more 
than 10 collective volumes and published more than 150 opinion articles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


