
Why dialogue?
Sida’s definition of dialogue: 
“A continuous exchange of  view points, a process of  negotiation and a quest for a common 
platform of  thought and actions…Sida should not refrain from raising difficult issues in 
dialogue. Long term collaboration, leading to confidence and trust, has allowed Sida to 
successfully champion objectives such as gender equality…”.

The Sida policy paper “Perspectives on Poverty“

Policy dialogue has a central function in Sweden’s development cooperation. This is even 
more so when it comes to “difficult” issues that are sensitive in nature such as gender-based 
violence (GBV). In many countries GBV is surrounded by silence and considered to be 
a private issue. The purpose of  this information sheet is, in accordance with the Action 
Plan for Sida’s work to combat Gender-Based Violence (2008-2010), to provide support on 
how to conduct a dialogue on GBV. It is hoped that such a dialogue will raise awareness 
and commitment and contribute to a reduction of  gender-based violence in Sida’s partner 
countries, as well as in Sida’s humanitarian assistance.   

How to conduct a dialogue?  

n Entry points for discussion of  gender-based violence should be based on the existing 
principles/commitments of  the partner country, such as the Convention on the 
Elimination of  All forms of  Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), SCR 1325 and 
1820, national policies and action plans on gender equality and/or to combating GBV. 
It is recommended that the dialogue be frank and “call a spade a spade”. Practice of  
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) is not ‘culture’ – it is a violation of  Human Rights.  

n  Knowledge about the local context. Link up with national debates and national 
circumstances related to GBV. What is the current formal legal framework covering 
GBV and what are traditional practices? Knowledge is the be all and end all of  
meaningful dialogue. Participate as a concerned partner, not as an outsider.       

n Timing and windows of opportunity. Provide technical support and initiate dialogue around 
GBV particularly in times of  change, such as post-conflict situations or after the election 
of  a new government.

n Utilise and try to create political momentum. Issues of  GBV are not always automatically 
taken up, and investment in the form of  time and resources may be needed to 
put gender equality and GBV on the political agenda. Use the entire spectrum of  
choices available to add voices, provide platforms or arenas, formalise contacts within 
ministries, link up with NGOs and multilateral organizations (UN, World Bank and 
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regional institutions), raise GBV in local media, create links with GBV to other sectors 
in meetings, support studies, reports and publications that aim to increase awareness 
around GBV and support contributions aimed at combating GBV.

n Link words to action. Dialogue on GBV is strengthened if  resources are also allocated to 
combat GBV; either integrated in an intervention or as targeted support.   

n Comparisons with other situations may be useful, but make these with neighbouring 
countries, not Sweden. GBV is a global problem. Use Sweden to illustrate similarities 
– not differences. Gender-based violence is a societal problem in Sweden too and in 
2007 the Swedish government presented a national action plan to combat violence 
against women and oppression in the name of  honour, as well as violence in same-sex 
relationships. 

n Balance between local specific issues and policy issues. Dialogue and intervention need to 
balance local specific issues that include experience and knowledge provided by GBV 
victims, local communities and women’s organizations as much as national policy issues 
related to GBV. Both perspectives are necessary in order to achieve impact.  

n Rights-based approach. Treat people affected by GBV as powerful actors and strong 
individuals, not as mere victims of  violence. 

 
n Efficiency approach. GBV has devastating consequences, not only on individuals, but on a 

society as a whole. The impact of  GBV is often underestimated and includes increased 
health service, police and judicial sector costs. GBV also causes socio-economic costs in 
terms of  loss of  earnings and lost productivity. If  possible, use context-specific facts and 
figures! 

n Support dialogue between actors. Ensure that policy initiatives around GBV are driven 
both by those within government and by civil society advocates in country. In order 
to combat GBV, a multi-sectoral approach is needed that links prevention with 
legal reforms, services and care. Greater cooperation is also needed between local 
organizations, national governments and international institutions.

n Engage men. Support the development of  prevention strategies that challenge the social 
values that promote GBV. Work with the perpetrators, but also with those who promote 
rejection of  violence.

n Be persistent and stick with the combating GBV theme for many years. Reducing gender-based 
violence is a lengthy process that requires changes in attitudes and practices. Relevant 
activities take time to plan, unfold and yield results. 

SWediSH inTernATionAl  
deVeloPmenT cooPerATion AGency

105 25 Stockholm
Visits: Sveavägen 20, Stockholm
Phone: +46 (0)8 698 50 00
Fax: +46 (0)8 698 56 15
www.sida.se, info@sida.se

 design: Press Art. Printing: edita.

The checklist is to a great extent based upon Bo 
Göransson’s (former Director General at Sida and 
former Swedish Ambassador to Kenya among 
other things) presentation at the Sida conference: 
“Successful strategies to end gender-based violence 
in post-conflict societies” on September 12, 2008.
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