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Economics

OECD Economic Surveys: Canada 2021
Canada’s vaccine rollout is bringing the prospect of an end to the COVID-19 crisis
and a pick-up in output growth is expected. An ultra-low policy rate and other
monetary measures continue to provide substantial support for the economy
and fiscal support for households and businesses has been substantial. However,
risks and uncertainties remain large, notably around how quickly restrictions can
be reduced as vaccine rollout proceeds, and how rapidly households will unwind
precautionary saving. The COVID-19 crisis has also brought to light shortfalls in
welfare programmes. Building back with a sustainable economic recovery will involve
challenges for Canada’s policy on greenhouse-gas reduction and will reinforce the
need to tackle some longstanding issues in welfare programmes and in impediments
to business productivity.
This Survey’s in-depth examination of well-being finds that Canada has scope to
make greater use of quantitative indicators in policymaking. This could help frame
policy agendas and benchmark progress. Healthcare, childcare, affordable housing
and support for Indigenous peoples are among the areas with room for improved
policies that can lead to improvements in well-being.
SPECIAL FEATURE: WELL-BEING
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Taxation

Inheritance Taxation in OECD Countries
The report explores the role that inheritance taxation could play in raising revenues,
addressing inequalities and improving efficiency in OECD countries. It provides
background on the distribution and evolution of household wealth and inheritances,
assesses the case for and against inheritance taxation drawing on existing theoretical
and empirical literature, and examines the design of inheritance, estate and gift
taxes in OECD countries. The report concludes with a number of reform options that
governments could consider to improve the design and functioning of wealth transfer
taxes.
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Taxation

Effective Carbon Rates 2021

Pricing Carbon Emissions through Taxes and Emissions Trading
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Carbon pricing very effectively encourages the shift of production and consumption
choices towards low and zero carbon options that is required to limit climate change.
Are countries using this tool to its full potential? This report measures the pricing of
CO2-emissions from energy use in 44 OECD and G20 countries, covering around 80% of
world emissions. The analysis takes a comprehensive view of carbon prices, including
fuel excise taxes, carbon taxes and tradable emission permit prices. The "carbon pricing
score" measures how close the 44 countries, together as well as individually, are to
the goal of pricing all energy related carbon emissions at current and forward-looking
benchmark values for carbon costs. The report highlights the structure of effective
carbon rates across countries and sectors in 2018 and discusses change compared to
2012 and 2015. It also provides an outlook on recent trends in emissions trading in
China and the European Union.

Tax Policy Reforms 2021

Special Edition on Tax Policy during the COVID-19 Pandemic

Print ver.
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ISBN: 9789264625655
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The report provides an overview of the tax measures introduced during the COVID-19
crisis across almost 70 jurisdictions, including all OECD and G20 countries and 21
additional members of the OECD/G20 Inclusive Framework on Base Erosion and Profit
Shifting. It examines how tax policy responses have varied across countries and evolved
over the last year. It also offers some guidance as to how tax policy responses could be
adapted to address the short-term challenges countries face and outlines future work
that the OECD will be undertaking to help countries reassess their tax and spending
policies in the longer run.
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Taxing Wages 2021
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This annual publication provides details of taxes paid on wages in OECD countries.
It covers personal income taxes and social security contributions paid by employees,
social security contributions and payroll taxes paid by employers, and cash benefits
received by workers. It illustrates how these taxes and benefits are calculated in each
member country and examines how they impact household incomes. The results also
enable quantitative cross-country comparisons of labour cost levels and the overall tax
and benefit position of single persons and families on different levels of earnings. The
publication shows average and marginal effective tax rates on labour costs for eight
different household types, which vary by income level and household composition
(single persons, single parents, one or two earner couples with or without children).
The average tax rates measure the part of gross wage earnings or labour costs taken
in tax and social security contributions, both before and after cash benefits, and the
marginal tax rates the part of a small increase of gross earnings or labour costs that is
paid in these levies.
Taxing Wages 2021 includes a special feature entitled: “Impact of COVID-19 on the
Tax Wedge in OECD Countries”.

Taxation

Revenue Statistics in Latin America and the Caribbean 2021
This report compiles comparable tax revenue statistics over the period 1990-2019
for 27 Latin American and Caribbean economies. Based on the OECD Revenue Statistics
database, it applies the OECD methodology to countries in Latin America and the
Caribbean to enable comparison of tax levels and tax structures on a consistent basis,
both among the economies of the region and with other economies. This publication
is jointly undertaken by the OECD Centre for Tax Policy and Administration, the OECD
Development Centre, the Inter-American Center of Tax Administrations (CIAT), the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and the InterAmerican Development Bank (IDB). The 2021 edition is produced with the support
of the EU Regional Facility for Development in Transition for Latin America and the
Caribbean, which results from joint work led by the European Union, the OECD and its
Development Centre, and ECLAC.
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Making Dispute Resolution More Effective – MAP Peer Review
Report
Hungary (Stage 2) Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 14
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Romania (Stage 2) Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 14
Print ver. Code: ctp-2021-260-en-print ISBN: 9789264349988 pages: 96
PDF ver. ISBN: 9789264758049
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$18.00

Turkey (Stage 2) Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 14
Print ver. Code: ctp-2021-256-en-print ISBN: 9789264648999 pages: 92
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Slovenia (Stage 2) Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 14
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$30.00

$18.00

Iceland (Stage 2) Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 14
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$30.00

$18.00

Estonia (Stage 2) Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 14
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The Slovak Republic (Stage 2) Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action
14
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Governance

Lobbying in the 21st Century

Transparency, Integrity and Access
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Lobbying, as a way to influence and inform governments, has been part of democracy
for at least two centuries, and remains a legitimate tool for influencing public policies.
However, it carries risks of undue influence. Lobbying in the 21st century has also
become increasingly complex, including new tools for influencing government, such
as social media, and a wide range of actors, such as NGOs, think tanks and foreign
governments. This report takes stock of the progress that countries have made in
implementing the OECD Principles for Transparency and Integrity in Lobbying. It reflects
on new challenges and risks related to the many ways special interest groups attempt
to influence public policies, and reviews tools adopted by governments to effectively
safeguard impartiality and fairness in the public decision-making process.
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OECD Sovereign Borrowing Outlook 2021

Print ver.
Code: daf-2021-80-en-print
ISBN: 9789264723337
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This edition of the OECD Sovereign Borrowing Outlook reviews developments
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic for government borrowing needs, funding
conditions and funding strategies in the OECD area. It discusses the implications of
the COVID-19 crisis on sovereign refinancing risk, and how to identify, measure and
mitigate refinancing risk in light of country experiences. It then examines debt issuance
trends for government securities in emerging market and developing economies in
recent years, and presents novel insights on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on
issuance conditions in these economies.
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OECD Study on the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)
Observatory
Strengthening the Implementation of International Standards

Print ver.
Code: gov-2020-21-en-print
ISBN: 9789264881815
pages: 101

$30.00

PDF ver.
ISBN: 9789264353107
$18.00

page: 4

The effective control of animal diseases and zoonoses requires co-ordinated
policy action among countries. The World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE),
an intergovernmental organisation, offers a comprehensive framework increasing
transparency on animal disease status, strengthening national veterinary services, and
facilitating safe international trade of live animals and animal products. To achieve
these objectives, OIE Members adopt a number of voluntary normative instruments,
commonly referred to as OIE’s international standards. While the OIE works to support
its Members in implementation, Members continue to face challenges in the use of
these standards. This OECD study provides a diagnostic of the current state of play
of OIE standards and of the data collection mechanisms that are (or may be) used
to gather information on how they are implemented domestically. Based on this
diagnostic, the OECD provides recommendations to support the OIE in establishing an
Observatory to enhance the use and effectiveness of its standards.

Governance

Drivers of Trust in Public Institutions in Finland
Public trust is a cornerstone of the Finnish administrative and political model, it has
also been a key element of Finland's successful response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Preserving and strengthening the Finnish trust capital will be of essence for facing
trade-offs and challenges ahead, particularly on the recovery phase following the
pandemic. Through the combination of quantitative and qualitative methods this study
examines the key determinants of trust in government, the local government and the
public administration in Finland. Overall, it finds that responsiveness of public services
and reliability of policies are key determinants of trust in institutions in Finland.
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Monitoring and Evaluating the Strategic Plan of Nuevo León
2015-2030
Using Evidence to Achieve Sustainable Development

Pursuing sustainable development requires a whole-of-society effort, where the
public sector engages with citizens, the private sector and civil society organisations.
With this goal in mind, in 2014, the Nuevo León (Mexico) government created the
Nuevo León’s Council for Strategic Planning to develop, inter alia, a 2015-2030 Strategic
Plan.
This review provides an assessment of Nuevo León’s monitoring and evaluation
systems for this Strategic Plan, as essential tools for achieving long-term objectives
and delivering results. The review also assesses the general role of the Council in
providing policy advice. It draws on a wealth of comparative international experiences
in promoting sustainable development through long-term planning, as well as in
monitoring and evaluation of policy priorities through inclusive and participatory
processes.
The report’s recommendations seek to promote an evidence-informed approach to
public governance, and, ultimately, help Nuevo León deliver better results for citizens,
paving the way for inclusive and sustainable development.
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21st-Century Readers

Developing Literacy Skills in a Digital World
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Literacy in the 21st century is about constructing and validating knowledge. Digital
technologies have enabled the spread of all kinds of information, displacing traditional
formats of usually more carefully curated information such as encyclopaedias and
newspapers. The massive information flow of the digital era demands that readers be
able to distinguish between fact and opinion. Readers must learn strategies to detect
biased information and malicious content like fake news and phishing emails. What the
PISA 21st-century readers report reveals is that students’ access to digital technologies
and training on how to use them greatly vary between countries and students’ socioeconomic profiles. This report explores how 15-year-old students are developing
reading skills to navigate the technology-rich 21st century. It sheds light on potential
ways to strengthen students’ capacity to navigate the new world of information. It
highlights how countries need to redouble their efforts to combat emerging digital
divides. It also explores what teachers can do to help students navigate ambiguity and
manage complexity.

OECD Skills Strategy Implementation Guidance for Korea
Strengthening the Governance of Adult Learning
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A well-coordinated adult learning system is essential to support the achievement
of Korea’s long-term goals. The transformational effects of demographic change,
digitalisation, globalisation, and most recently COVID-19 on life at work and outside of
it amplify the importance of getting adults’ skills right.
OECD research shows that individuals, employers and society benefit from adults
having higher levels of skills. Korea is a global leader in student performance and
tertiary attainment. Yet today, many adults in Korea have skill levels below the OECD
average. A significant share of adults face barriers to participate in adult learning.
Against the backdrop of a growing awareness about the importance of skills, Korea’s
government and stakeholders have a unique opportunity to improve how they share
responsibility and work together in the adult learning system.
This report outlines how Korea can increase participation in adult learning by
strengthening horizontal co-ordination across ministries, vertical co-ordination across
levels of government, engagement of stakeholders and financing arrangements. The
report provides examples of national and international good practices as well as a
series of concrete recommendations to help Korea improve the governance of adult
learning and in turn enhance economic growth and social cohesion.

Education

OECD Skills Strategy Tlaxcala (Mexico)
Assessment and Recommendations

Skills are the key to shaping a better future, and central to the capacity of countries
and people to thrive in an increasingly interconnected and rapidly changing world.
Megatrends such as globalisation, technological advances and demographic change,
compounded by the effects of the COVID‑19 pandemic, are reshaping work and society,
as well as the types of skills most in demand in the labour market.
OECD Skills Strategy projects provide a strategic and comprehensive approach
to assess countries’ skills challenges and opportunities and help them build more
effective skills systems. The OECD works collaboratively with countries to develop
policy responses tailored to each country’s specific skills needs. The foundation of this
approach is the OECD Skills Strategy Framework, which allows for an exploration of
what countries can do better to: 1) develop relevant skills over the life course; 2) use
skills effectively in work and in society; and 3) strengthen the governance of the skills
system.
T h i s re p o r t , O EC D S k i l l s S t rate g y T l axca l a ( M ex i co ) : A s s e s s m e nt a n d
Recommendations, identifies opportunities and makes recommendations to strengthen
the skills of youth, foster greater participation in adult learning, use people’s skills more
effectively to raise productivity, and strengthen the governance of the skills system in
the state of Tlaxcala, Mexico.
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Social Issues / Migration / Health

Preventing Harmful Alcohol Use
One in three adults has engaged in binge drinking at least once in the previous
month, and one in five teenagers has experienced drunkenness by age 15. Harmful
patterns of alcohol consumption have far-reaching consequences for individuals,
society and the economy. Using microsimulation modelling, this book analyses the
cost of alcohol consumption in 52 countries (including OECD, European Union and
G20 countries), showing how alcohol-related diseases reduce life expectancy, increase
health care costs, decrease workers’ productivity and lower GDP. While recognising
the importance of the alcohol industry in many countries, the report makes a strong
economic case for enhancing policies to tackle harmful alcohol consumption.
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Social Issues / Migration / Health

Language Training for Adult Migrants

Print ver.
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The OECD series Making Integration Work summarises, in a non-technical way, the
main issues surrounding the integration of immigrants and their children into their
host countries. Each volume presents concrete policy lessons for its theme, along with
supporting examples of good practices and comparisons of the migrant integration
policy frameworks in different OECD countries. This fifth volume explores the issue
of language learning for adult migrants, addressing methods to ensure such training
is provided in an efficient and effective way, taking into account migrants’ different
starting points and circumstances.
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Industry and Services

Entrepreneurship Policies through a Gender Lens
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This publication examines how to strengthen the scope and effectiveness of
entrepreneurship policies for women. It examines both dedicated measures for
women and ensuring that mainstream policies for all entrepreneurs are appropriate
for women. Evidence is offered on the gender gap in entrepreneurship and its causes.
At the heart of the report are 27 policy insight notes by leading international experts
on the role of public policy in facilitating entrepreneurship by women and how policies
can be strengthened. They highlight many long‑standing issues related to the scope
and effectiveness of women’s entrepreneurship policies – many of which have been
exacerbated by the COVID‑19 pandemic – and point the way to more effective policy.
Issues addressed include fostering a gender‑sensitive entrepreneurship culture,
building entrepreneurship skills for women, improving women’s access to financial
capital, supporting networks for women entrepreneurs and creating supportive
regulatory environments. Issues in the design and delivery of policy support are also
addressed. The report was prepared by the OECD in collaboration with members of the
Global Women’s Entrepreneurship Policy Research Project (Global WEP), a network of
established researchers from over 30 counties.

Environment

Assessing the Economic Impacts of Environmental Policies
Evidence from a Decade of OECD Research

Over the past decades, governments have gradually adopted more rigorous
environmental policies to tackle challenges associated with pressing environmental
issues, such as climate change. The ambition of these policies is, however, often
tempered by their perceived negative effects on the economy. The empirical evidence
in this volume – covering a decade of OECD analysis – shows that environmental
policies have had relatively small effects on economic outcomes such as employment,
investment, trade and productivity. At the same time, they have been effective at
reducing emissions from industry. The policies can however generate winners and
losers across firms, industries and regions: while the least productive firms from highpolluting sectors are adversely affected, more productive firms and low-pollution
sectors benefit. Environmental policies can be designed and combined with other
policies to compensate workers and industries that may lose and to emphasise their
positive impacts.
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Gender and the Environment

Building Evidence and Policies to Achieve the SDGs
Gender equality and environmental goals are mutually reinforcing, with slow
progress on environmental actions affecting the achievement of gender equality,
and vice versa. Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) requires
targeted and coherent actions. However, complementarities and trade-offs between
gender equality and environmental sustainability are scarcely documented within the
SDG framework. Based on the SDG framework, this report provides an overview of the
gender-environment nexus, looking into data and evidence gaps, economic and wellbeing benefits, and governance and justice aspects. It examines nine environmentrelated SDGs (2, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12 and 15) through a gender-environment lens, using
available data, case studies, surveys and other evidence. It shows that women
around the world are disproportionately affected by climate change, deforestation,
land degradation, desertification, growing water scarcity and inadequate sanitation,
with gender inequalities further exacerbated by COVID-19. The report concludes
that gender-responsiveness in areas such as land, water, energy and transport
management, amongst others, would allow for more sustainable and inclusive
economic development, and increased well-being for all. Recognising the multiple
dimensions of and interactions between gender equality and the environment, it
proposes an integrated policy framework, taking into account both inclusive growth
and environmental considerations at local, national and international levels.
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Urban, Rural and Regional Development

OECD Regional Outlook 2021

Addressing COVID-19 and Moving to Net Zero Greenhouse Gas
Emissions
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The COVID-19 crisis has revealed the close relationship between environmental risks
and those to the foundations of human well-being – and the cascading effects on the
economy and society. It has also highlighted the importance of anticipation and early
action. These are also key to integrating climate policy into regional development, albeit
on a larger scale. As with COVID-19, the climate challenge is global, but the response
needs to build on regional and local actors, natural environments, geographies and
infrastructures.
The 2021 edition of the OECD Regional Outlook shows that a place-based approach
is vital for resilience in the face of both these challenges. It analyses the different
territorial impacts of COVID-19 on health and economy, as well as policy responses. The
report explores the different territorial implications of moving to net-zero greenhouse
gas emissions by 2050 whilst adapting to inevitable climate change, and provides fresh
analysis of regional data. It provides insights for integrating the climate challenge into
multi-level governance, urban and rural development so as to leave no region behind.
It highlights the opportunity we have to draw lessons from COVID-19 for a place-based
response to the climate challenge.

The Circular Economy in Granada, Spain
While the COVID-19 crisis has put many economic activities on hold, notably
tourism, a pillar of Granada’s economy, it has also created a momentum towards more
sustainable production and consumption patterns, in line with carbon neutrality goals.
The pandemic also magnified the need for new urban paradigms while increasing
awareness on the potential of the circular economy to transition to low carbon cities
and regions, whilst also stimulating economic growth, creating jobs, and improving
Print ver.
Code: cfe-2021-284-en-print people’s lives and social well-being. This report summarises the findings of a two-year
policy dialogue with the city of Granada in Spain, and provides recommendations and
ISBN: 9789264639355
pages: 100 		
$30.00 a vision to transition to a circular economy. It draws on Granada’s own experience with
the transformation of a wastewater treatment plant into a bio factory in 2015, which
PDF ver.
contributed to increased water reuse and the production of new material from waste.
ISBN: 9789264510340
The report argues that the city of Granada can play a role as a promoter, facilitator and
$18.00
enabler of the circular economy. This will require a collective and coordinated approach
across all stakeholders and levels of government.
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ITF Transport Outlook 2021
The ITF Transport Outlook 2021 provides scenarios for the development of transport
demand up to 2050. It also models transport decarbonisation scenarios and their
impacts on climate change. Based on this, the ITF Transport Outlook 2021 identifies
decisions that policy makers will need to take to ensure a transition to sustainable
mobility that is effective as well as equitable. This edition includes a special focus on
the impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic on transport systems, and models potential
long-term changes with challenges and opportunities for decarbonisation.
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