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Economics

OECD Economic Surveys: Austria 2019
Austrian citizens enjoy high living standards, well-being and social cohesion. Until the
ongoing global slowdown, robust employment growth in the private sector kept domestic
demand and investment remarkably robust. More people moved into work and inward
migration has been strong. At the same time, new challenges related to social cohesion
challenges have emerged, as increased skill differences in the population and diverging
productivity performance across firms have generated a higher range of outcomes for job
quality and market wages than in the past. Myriad entrepreneurial firms across all regions
should better adapt to new megatrends of ageing, globalisation and digitalisation. While
small-and-medium sized firms are generally more productive, export more, and engage
more in higher technology activities than in comparable countries, they need to adapt
to maintain this good performance. Their capital structures are biased towards debt, and
stronger equity, growth and venture capital markets would provide them with further
resources for their long-term knowledge based investments. Important skills shortages, in
particular in advanced digital technologies, should be overcome. As around one third of
all SMEs are up for ownership transmission, ensuring successful business transfers will be
crucial for maintaining broad-based entrepreneurial dynamism. Meeting these challenges
would also help lift the constraints on upscaling that many SMEs face and would provide
more fruitful soil for future innovative activities.
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OECD Economic Surveys: Belgium 2020
Belgium performs well in many economic and well-being dimensions, but risks are
building up. Maintaining the reform momentum will boost the resilience of the Belgian
economy. Rebuilding fiscal buffers should remain a priority to cope with population
ageing. Strong mortgage credit growth and easing of lending standards require adequate
prudential measures. The employment rate remains low and changes in the nature of work
can exacerbate existing gaps according to socio-economic status or regions. Rising skill
shortages in some sectors signal a need to better align skills with labour market needs.
Better work incentives could be achieved through reforming both unemployment and inwork benefits. Boosting medium-term growth requires higher productivity growth through
faster technological diffusion and ensuring that firms are more exposed to competition.
SPECIAL FEATURE: ADDRESSING LABOUR MARKET CHALLENGES
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Economics

National Accounts of OECD Countries, General Government
Accounts 2019

Print ver.
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The 2019 edition of National Accounts of OECD Countries, General Government
Accounts is an annual publication, dedicated to government finance which is based on the
System of National Accounts 2008 (SNA 2008). It includes tables showing government
aggregates and balances for the production, income and financial accounts as well as detailed
tax and social contribution receipts and a breakdown of expenditure of general government
by function, according to the harmonised international classification, COFOG.
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Finance & Investment

OECD Business and Finance Outlook 2019
Strengthening Trust in Business
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The OECD Business and Finance Outlook is an annual publication that presents unique
data and analysis on the trends, both positive and negative, that are shaping tomorrow’s
world of business, finance and investment. Using analysis from a wide range of perspectives,
this year’s edition considers the importance of public trust in business and finance, offering
a conceptual approach to understanding facets of trust in finance, investment and business
with respect to economic value, fairness and integrity of conduct, as well as alignment
with societal values. The Outlook provides an assessment of factors that contributed to a
deterioration of trust during the Global Financial Crisis; reviews recent developments that
could contribute to a renewed erosion of trust; and, offers policy considerations to help
strengthen public trust in business and finance.
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Making Dispute Resolution More Effective – MAP Peer Review
Report
Brunei Darussalam (Stage 1) Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 14
Print ver. Code: ctp-2020-1-en ISBN: 9789264444263

pages: 59

$30.00

PDF ver. ISBN : 9789264957343 Free

Curaçao (Stage 1) Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 14
Print ver. Code: ctp-2020-2-en ISBN: 9789264914858

pages: 60

$30.00

PDF ver. ISBN : 9789264497382 Free

Guernsey (Stage 1) Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 14
Print ver. Code: ctp-2020-3-en ISBN: 9789264560819

pages: 69

$30.00

PDF ver. ISBN : 9789264497665 Free

Isle of Man (Stage 1) Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 14
Print ver. Code: ctp-2020-4-en ISBN: 9789264544550

pages: 69

$30.00

PDF ver. ISBN : 9789264977013 Free

Jersey (Stage 1) Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 14
Print ver. Code: ctp-2020-5-en ISBN: 9789264972162

pages: 69

$30.00

PDF ver. ISBN : 9789264428300 Free

Monaco (Stage 1) Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 14
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Under Action 14, countries have committed to implement a minimum standard to
strengthen the effectiveness and efficiency of the mutual agreement procedure (MAP). The
MAP is included in Article 25 of the OECD Model Tax Convention and commits countries
to endeavour to resolve disputes related to the interpretation and application of tax treaties.
The Action 14 Minimum Standard has been translated into specific terms of reference
and a methodology for the peer review and monitoring process. The minimum standard is
complemented by a set of best practices.
The peer review process is conducted in two stages. Stage 1 assesses countries against
the terms of reference of the minimum standard according to an agreed schedule of review.
Stage 2 focuses on monitoring the follow-up of any recommendations resulting from
jurisdictions' stage 1 peer review report. This report reflects the outcome of the stage 1 peer
review of the implementation of the Action 14 Minimum Standard by Serbia.
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Governance

Good Governance for Critical Infrastructure Resilience
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Critical infrastructures are the backbone of modern, interconnected economies. The
disruption of key systems and essential services - such as telecommunications, energy or
water supply, transportation or finance - can cause substantial economic damage. This report
looks at how to boost critical infrastructure resilience in a dynamic risk landscape, and
discusses policy options and governance models to promote up-front resilience investments.
Based on an international survey, the report analyses the progressive shift of critical
infrastructure policies from asset protection to system resilience. The findings are reflected
in a proposed Policy Toolkit for the Governance of Critical Infrastructure Resilience, which
can guide governments in taking a more coherent, preventive approach to protecting and
sustaining essential services.
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The Illegal Wildlife Trade in Southeast Asia

Institutional Capacities in Indonesia, Singapore, Thailand and Viet
Nam
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Wildlife crime poses a serious and irrefutable risk to global biodiversity and is a driver
of the current global extinction crisis. Southeast Asia accounts for up to a quarter of global
demand for illegal wildlife products, and is also both a source and transit region for this
transnational trade. This report examines the governance frameworks for countering
illegal wildlife trade in Indonesia, Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam. After assessing the
effectiveness of several responses to wildlife crime in these countries, the report provides
recommendations for strengthening the capacities of the institutions involved and improving
strategies to counter illegal wildlife trade.
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Regulatory Governance of the Rail Sector in Mexico
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The report provides a description and an assessment of the recent actions carried out by
the Mexican government to enhance the quality of regulation and regulatory governance in
the rail sector in Mexico. In particular, the report identifies and describes recent regulatory
reforms in the rail sector; the progress in implementing OECD recommendations relative to
rail regulation issued in 2017; the reforms that led to the Mexican Rail Regulatory Agency,
as well as the legal powers granted. It also documents the current regulatory practices of
this Agency. The reforms and practices are assessed against OECD principles and country
experiences. Finally, the report provides recommendations for continuing the reform efforts.

Governance

OECD Study on the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)
Observatory
Strengthening the Implementation of International Standards

The effective control of animal diseases and zoonoses requires co-ordinated policy action
among countries. The World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), an intergovernmental
organisation, offers a comprehensive framework increasing transparency on animal disease
status, strengthening national veterinary services, and facilitating safe international trade of
live animals and animal products. To achieve these objectives, OIE Members adopt a number
of voluntary normative instruments, commonly referred to as OIE’s international standards.
While the OIE works to support its Members in implementation, Members continue to face
challenges in the use of these standards. This OECD study provides a diagnostic of the
current state of play of OIE standards and of the data collection mechanisms that are (or
may be) used to gather information on how they are implemented domestically. Based on
this diagnostic, the OECD provides recommendations to support the OIE in establishing an
Observatory to enhance the use and effectiveness of its standards.
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Regulatory Impact Assessment
When designing a policy, law, regulation or other type of “rule”, governments should
always consider its likely effects. Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) provides crucial
information to decision-makers on whether and how to regulate to achieve public policy
goals. RIA examines the impacts and consequences of a range of alternative options. RIA
also helps policy makers defend a decision not to intervene in markets where the costs of
doing so outweigh the benefits. Regulatory Impact Assessment provides policy makers,
civil servants and other public sector practitioners with a practical instrument for better
designing and implementing RIA systems and strategies. The Principles cover a wide range
of institutional organisations, tools and practices and present a list of critical steps as well
as “dos and don’ts” for developing RIA frameworks. This report is part of the series OECD
Best Practice Principles for Regulatory Policy produced under the auspices of the OECD
Regulatory Policy Committee. As with other reports in the series, it extends and elaborates
on principles highlighted in the 2012 Recommendation of the Council on Regulatory Policy
and Governance.
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Social Issues / Migration / Health

Good Practice for Good Jobs in Early Childhood Education
and Care
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Recruiting and retaining skilled staff is a long-standing challenge for the early childhood
education and care (ECEC) sector. OECD countries are increasingly demanding that ECEC
staff be highly skilled and highly qualified, but a combination of low wages, a lack of status
and public recognition, poor working conditions, and limited opportunities for professional
development mean that recruitment and retention are frequently difficult. What can countries
do to build a highly qualified and well-trained ECEC workforce? What is the best route to
increasing staff skills without exacerbating staff shortages? How can countries boost pay
and working conditions in the context of limited resources? Building on past OECD work
on early childhood education and care, and drawing on the experience of OECD countries,
this report outlines good practice policy measures for improving jobs in ECEC and for
constructing a high-quality workforce.

Education

PISA 2018 Results (Volume III)
What School Life Means for Students’ Lives
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The OECD Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) examines what
students know in reading, mathematics and science, and what they can do with what they
know. It provides the most comprehensive and rigorous international assessment of student
learning outcomes to date. Results from PISA indicate the quality and equity of learning
outcomes attained around the world, and allow educators and policy makers to learn from
the policies and practices applied in other countries. This is one of six volumes that present
the results of the PISA 2018 survey, the seventh round of the triennial assessment. Volume
III, What School Life Means for Students’ Lives, focuses on the physical and emotional
health of students, the role of teachers and parents in shaping the school climate, and the
social life at school. The volume also examines indicators of student well-being, and how
these are related to the school climate.

Education

OECD Skills Strategy Slovak Republic
Assessment and Recommendations

Skills are the key to shaping a better future and central to the capacity of countries and
people to thrive in an increasingly interconnected and rapidly changing world. Megatrends
such as globalisation, technological advances and demographic change are reshaping work
and society, generating a growing demand for higher levels and new sets of skills.
OECD Skills Strategy projects provide a strategic and comprehensive approach to assess
countries’ skills challenges and opportunities and help them build more effective skills
systems. The OECD works collaboratively with countries to develop policy responses that
are tailored to each country’s specific skills needs. The foundation of this approach is the
OECD Skills Strategy Framework, which allows for an exploration of what countries can do
better to 1) develop relevant skills over the life course; 2) use skills effectively in work and
in society; and 3) strengthen the governance of the skills system.
This report, “OECD Skills Strategy Slovak Republic: Assessment and Recommendations”,
identifies opportunities and makes recommendations to strengthen the skills of youth, reduce
skills imbalances, foster greater participation in adult learning and strengthen the use of
skills in the workplace.
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Employment

Continuous Learning in Working Life in Finland
Finland’s skill development system is one of the most successful in the OECD. The
country’s 15-year old students have been amongst the top performers of all the countries
participating in the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) since its first
edition in 2000. Its adult population has some of the highest levels of literacy and numeracy
in the OECD, according to the OECD Survey of Adult Skills (PIAAC), surpassed only by
Japan. To maintain these remarkable performances, the skill development system needs
to adapt to a rapidly changing labour market. Globalisation, technological change and
population ageing are affecting the types of jobs that are and will be available in Finland and
how they are carried out. Today, the vast majority of new jobs created require high levels of
skills, while meta-cognitive and digital skills are becoming more important in working life.
Skill shortages in the Finnish labour market are increasingly apparent and there are growing
concerns about the supply of higher-level skills, given demographic change and stagnating
educational attainment levels. Finland’s skill development system must get future-ready.
This report analyses the status quo of the Finnish continuous learning system for adults,
highlights its key challenges and makes actionable policy recommendations.
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Science and Technology

Enhancing Access to and Sharing of Data

Reconciling Risks and Benefits for Data Re-use across Societies
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This report examines the opportunities of enhancing access to and sharing of data
(EASD) in the context of the growing importance of artificial intelligence and the Internet
of Things. It discusses how EASD can maximise the social and economic value of data reuse and how the related risks and challenges can be addressed. It highlights the trade-offs,
complementarities and possible unintended consequences of policy action – and inaction. It
also provides examples of EASD approaches and policy initiatives in OECD countries and
partner economies.
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Industry and Services

The Missing Entrepreneurs 2019

Policies for Inclusive Entrepreneurship
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The Missing Entrepreneurs 2019 is the fifth edition in a series of biennial reports
that examine how public policies at national, regional and local levels can support job
creation, economic growth and social inclusion by overcoming obstacles to business startups and self-employment by people from disadvantaged or under-represented groups in
entrepreneurship. It shows that there is substantial potential to combat unemployment and
increase labour market participation by facilitating business creation in populations such as
women, youth, the unemployed, and immigrants. However, the specific problems they face
need to be recognised and addressed with effective and efficient policy measures. The 2019
edition contains two thematic policy chapters on the potential of digital entrepreneurship for
making entrepreneurship more inclusive and increasing the scale-up potential of start-ups
by entrepreneurs from disadvantaged groups. These thematic chapters discuss current policy
issues and present the range of policy actions currently used in EU and OECD countries. The
chapters also offer policy advice to national, regional and local policy makers. Finally, the
report contains country profiles that highlight recent trends in entrepreneurship by women,
youth, seniors and immigrants, key policy issues and recent policy actions in each of the 28
EU Member States.
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This review of taxation in agriculture in 35 OECD countries and emerging economies
outlines the diversity of tax provisions affecting agriculture, provides an overview of crosscountry differences in tax policy, and confirms the widespread use of tax concessions
specifically for agriculture, although their importance and modalities differ across tax
areas and countries. Potential effects on innovation, productivity, and sustainability in the
agricultural sector are also discussed.

Environment

Promoting Clean Urban Public Transportation and Green
Investment in Kyrgyzstan
This report discusses the main results of a project on how an influx of funds could spur
development of cleaner public transport, and reduce air pollution and greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions in large urban centres in Kyrgyzstan, by providing an analysis for designing a
green public investment programme in this sector. This sector represents an opportunity for
Kyrgyzstan to address key objectives in its environmental and climate-related policies as
part of the country’s ambitions to transition to a green economic path of development. The
investment programme is also designed to support the modernisation of the urban transport
fleet in the country and stimulate the domestic market to shift to modern buses powered by
cleaner fuels. The programme is foreseen to be implemented in two phases: the first covers
the cities of Bishkek and Osh and the second extends to areas outside of the initial pilot city
centres (pilot city suburbs as well as inter-city transport). These investments are expected to
result in significant environmental, public service and socio-economic benefits.
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Towards Sustainable Land Use

Aligning Biodiversity, Climate and Food Policies
Land use is central to many of the environmental and socio-economic issues facing society
today. This report examines on-going challenges for aligning land-use policy with climate,
biodiversity and food objectives, and the opportunities to enhance the sustainability of landuse systems. It looks at six countries – Brazil, France, Indonesia, Ireland, Mexico and New
Zealand – with relatively large agricultural and forestry sectors and associated greenhouse
gas emissions, many of which also host globally important biodiversity. Drawing on these
countries’ relevant national strategies and plans, institutional co-ordination and policy
instruments, the report provides good practice insights on how to better align land use
decision-making processes and to achieve stronger coherence between land use, climate,
ecosystems and food objectives.
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Development

Africa's Urbanisation Dynamics 2020
Africa is projected to have the fastest urban growth rate in the world: by 2050, Africa’s
cities will be home to an additional 950 million people. Much of this growth is taking place
in small and medium-sized towns. Africa’s urban transition offers great opportunities but it
also poses significant challenges. Urban agglomerations are developing most often without
the benefit of policies or investments able to meet these challenges. Urban planning and
management are therefore key development issues. Understanding urbanisation, its drivers,
dynamics and impacts is essential for designing targeted, inclusive and forward-looking
policies at local, national and continental levels. This report, based on the Africapolis geospatial database (www.africapolis.org) covering 7 600 urban agglomerations in 50 African
countries, provides detailed analyses of major African urbanisation dynamics placed within
historical, environmental and political contexts. Covering the entire distribution of the
urban network — from small towns and secondary cities to large metropolitan regions —
it develops more inclusive and targeted policy options that integrate local, national and
regional scales of urban development in line with African realities.
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The Geography of Conflict in North and West Africa
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African governments are increasingly confronted with new forms of political violence.
The situation is particularly worrying in the Sahara-Sahel where violence is on the rise. This
degrading security situation has prompted African countries and their partners to intervene
militarily to stabilise the region and to prevent the spread of extremism and violence against
civilians. However, these initiatives face many obstacles due to the transnational nature
and geography of violence. Tensions regionalise across state borders when armed groups,
defeated by counter-insurgency efforts, relocate to other countries. This study maps the
evolution of violence across North and West Africa, with a particular focus on Mali, Lake
Chad and Libya. In the regions experiencing the highest levels of political insecurity, it
identifies whether and how conflicts tend to cluster or spread, potentially across national
borders. The work is based on a new spatial indicator of political violence designed to assess
the long-term evolution of conflicts and provide policy options.
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Decentralisation and Regionalisation in Portugal
What Reform Scenarios?
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This report has been prepared by the OECD upon request by the Portuguese Independent
Commission for Decentralisation. Decentralisation and regionalisation reforms have recently
emerged on the Portugal’s policy agenda, with two main objectives: assigning more tasks to
municipalities and strengthening regional level governance. The report presents a diagnosis
of Portugal multi-level governance in international perspectives and highlights the strengths
and challenges of the system. It then presents three potential policy paths of regional reform
for Portugal. As the options are not mutually exclusive, they could work as complements to
each other. The report analyses the conditions under which the reforms may deliver more
economic efficiency and regional equity.
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Enhancing Productivity in UK Core Cities
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Core Cities is an association of ten cities in the UK: Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff,
Glasgow, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle, Nottingham, and Sheffield. Altogether,
Core Cities and their surrounding regions (including Belfast) account for around one
quarter of the UK population and economy. Given their size and assets, Core Cities have the
potential to boost national growth. However, unlike second-tier cities in most other large
OECD countries, Core Cities have low levels of productivity by national and international
standards. With the right policies and sufficient investment in public transport, housing,
skills and other key policy areas, Core Cities could become centres of economic activity that
pull their regions and the entire UK to higher productivity levels. This report unpacks the
productivity puzzle in the UK and offers policy recommendations for the local and national
level to achieve higher productivity and more inclusive growth.

Urban, Rural and Regional Development

Strengthening Governance of EU Funds under Cohesion Policy
Administrative Capacity Building Roadmaps

Successfully managing and administering European Structural Investment Funds (ESIF)
rests on the effective governance of the investment process, on the administrative capacity of
Managing Authorities, and on the engagement of a diverse range of stakeholders, including
beneficiaries. The OECD has developed an analytical framework with four dimensions
– people management, organisational management, strategic planning, and framework
conditions – to analyse the challenges and capacity gaps confronting Managing Authorities
in the administration and management of these funds. Based on a pilot project with three
national- and two regional-level Managing Authorities, the study identified a series of
common challenges. These include being more strategic and innovative in how staff,
processes and programmes are managed; managing the impact of framework conditions on
stability and certainty in administrative and investment processes; and needing to ensure
that capacity building among Managing Authorities and/or beneficiaries is undertaken at
the appropriate scale. Capacity-building Roadmaps were built with each participant. This
report recommends concrete actions for actors in the ESIF governance system to build and
reinforce the administrative and investment management capacity of Managing Authorities
throughout the EU. The findings can also benefit non-EU public actors in managing public
investment.
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Delineating Functional Areas in All Territories
Functional areas such as integrated local labour markets exist across countries’ entire
national territory. However, most OECD countries have focused their work on larger cities
and their surrounding area of economic influence by establishing the concept of functional
urban areas. Extending this concept to non-urban areas can help policy makers analyse
subnational developments and design spatially better-targeted policies.
The report Delineating Functional Areas for all Territories provides a comprehensive
review of existing approaches to delineating functional areas across countries’ entire
national territory as a tool for territorial statistics and regional policy making. The report
explains the rationale for functional territories as a complement to established administrative
geographies. It discusses the most important challenges and the methodological aspects
of delineating functional areas based on travel-to-work commuting flows or novel sources
of data and develops a set of methodological guidelines that are applied in five OECD
countries, demonstrating the feasibility of delineating functional areas across diverse types
of country geographies in a consistent manner.
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A Territorial Approach to the Sustainable Development Goals
Synthesis report

Print ver.
Code: cfe-2020-2-en
ISBN: 9789264719309
pages: 180

$54.00

PDF ver.
ISBN : 9789264494718
$32.00

In the face of megatrends such as globalisation, climate and demographic change,
digitalisation and urbanisation, many cities and regions are grappling with critical challenges
to preserve social inclusion, foster economic growth and transition to the low carbon
economy. The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set the global agenda for the
coming decade to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure prosperity for all. A Territorial
Approach to the Sustainable Development Goals argues that cities and regions play a critical
role in this paradigm shift and need to embrace the full potential of the SDGs as a policy tool
to improve people’s lives. The report estimates that at least 105 of the 169 SDG targets will
not be reached without proper engagement of sub-national governments. It analyses how
cities and regions are increasingly using the SDGs to design and implement their strategies,
policies and plans; promote synergies across sectoral domains; and engage stakeholders in
policy making. The report proposes an OECD localised indicator framework that measures
the distance towards the SDGs for more than 600 regions and 600 cities in OECD and
partner countries. The report concludes with a Checklist for Public Action to help policy
makers implement a territorial approach to the SDGs.
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