OECD Publications News

January 2020

No.5

OECD Tokyo Centre

1. Economics......................... 1

4. Social Issues....................... 4

7. Environment....................... 6

2. Taxation.............................. 1

5. Education.......................... 5

8. Development.................... 6

3. Governance...................... 3

6. Agriculture and Food....... 5

9. Regional Development.... 8

Economics

OECD Economic Surveys: Switzerland 2019
Swiss citizens continue to enjoy high living standards on a range of dimensions.
Economic growth has slowed but the healthy labour market is still supporting incomes and
consumption. However, risks to the outlook are building. Monetary policy has been very
accommodative but low interest rates are adding to financial risks. Fiscal policy is sound and
debt low. There is scope to make greater use of available fiscal space. Adapting to population
ageing is becoming pressing. This trend, along with digital transformation, will bring new
opportunities for the economy and society, but challenges as well. Policies have not kept up
with rising life expectancy, particularly the statutory retirement age. Updating the pension
system and lowering barriers to working longer would ensure that workers continue to
receive adequate incomes during retirement. Ageing will also pressure health care spending
and increase demand for long-term care. Policies to contain costs and reduce fragmentation
in the system can help maintain access to quality care. Switzerland is well placed to seize the
opportunities offered by new technologies. Addressing the barriers to adoption, improving
the availability of information and helping workers adapt will enable firms, individuals and
governments to reap the benefits of digitalisation.
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Taxation

Revenue Statistics in Africa 2019
Revenue Statistics in Africa is jointly undertaken by the OECD Centre for Tax Policy
and Administration and the OECD Development Centre, the African Union Commission
(AUC) and the African Tax Administration Forum (ATAF) with the financial support of
the European Union. It compiles comparable tax revenue and non-tax revenue statistics
for 26 countries in Africa: Botswana, Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Cameroon, Republic of
the Congo, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Côte d'Ivoire, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea,
Eswatini, Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco, Niger, Nigeria,
Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, South Africa, Togo, Tunisia and Uganda. The model is the
OECD Revenue Statistics database which is a fundamental reference, backed by a wellestablished methodology, for OECD member countries. Extending the OECD methodology
to African countries enables comparisons about tax levels and tax structures on a consistent
basis, both among African economies and with OECD, Latin American, Caribbean, Asian
and Pacific economies.
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Making Dispute Resolution More Effective – MAP Peer Review
Report
Chile (Stage 1) Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 14
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Lithuania (Stage 1) Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 14
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Under Action 14, countries have committed to implement a minimum standard to
strengthen the effectiveness and efficiency of the mutual agreement procedure (MAP). The
MAP is included in Article 25 of the OECD Model Tax Convention and commits countries
to endeavour to resolve disputes related to the interpretation and application of tax treaties.
The Action 14 Minimum Standard has been translated into specific terms of reference
and a methodology for the peer review and monitoring process. The minimum standard is
complemented by a set of best practices.
The peer review process is conducted in two stages. Stage 1 assesses countries against
the terms of reference of the minimum standard according to an agreed schedule of review.
Stage 2 focuses on monitoring the follow-up of any recommendations resulting from
jurisdictions' stage 1 peer review report. This report reflects the outcome of the stage 1 peer
review of the implementation of the Action 14 Minimum Standard by South Africa.
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Governance

The Path to Becoming a Data-Driven Public Sector
Twenty-first century governments must keep pace with the expectations of their citizens
and deliver on the promise of the digital age. Data-driven approaches are particularly
effective for meeting those expectations and rethinking the way governments and citizens
interact. This report highlights the important role data can play in creating conditions that
improve public services, increase the effectiveness of public spending and inform ethical
and privacy considerations. It presents a data-driven public sector framework that can help
countries or organisations assess the elements needed for using data to make better-informed
decisions across public sectors.
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Open Government in Salé, Morocco
The report analyses legal and institutional frameworks, public policies and open
government practices in the municipality of Salé in Morocco. In the context of a new
legal framework for local authorities adopted in 2015, it provides recommendations to the
municipality for setting up a more strategic and coherent approach to open government
initatives, as well as for establishing new mechanisms for participation, transparency and
accountability.
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Public Procurement in Kazakhstan
Reforming for Efficiency

This publication outlines the substantial progress made in improving Kazakhstan’s
procurement system, most notably implementing e-procurement. Drawing on international
good practices, the review includes policy recommendations to help the government in
Kazakhstan achieve further necessary reforms to meet international standards.
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Social Issues / Migration / Health

Health at a Glance 2019
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Health at a Glance compares key indicators for population health and health system
performance across OECD members, candidate and partner countries. It highlights how
countries differ in terms of the health status and health-seeking behaviour of their citizens;
access to and quality of health care; and the resources available for health. Analysis is based
on the latest comparable data across 80 indicators, with data coming from official national
statistics, unless otherwise stated.
Alongside indicator-by-indicator analysis, an overview chapter summarises the
comparative performance of countries and major trends, including how much health
spending is associated with staffing, access, quality and health outcomes. This edition also
includes a special focus on patient-reported outcomes and experiences, with a thematic
chapter on measuring what matters for people-centred health systems.
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Rejuvenating Korea: Policies for a Changing Society
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Korean families are changing fast. While birth rates remain low, Koreans are marrying
and starting a family later than ever before, if at all. Couple-with-children households, the
dominant household type in Korea until recently, will soon make up fewer than one quarter
of all households. These changes will have a profound effect on Korea’s future. Among
other things, the Korean labour force is set to decline by about 2.5 million workers by
2040, with potential major implications for economic performance and the sustainability of
public finances. Since the early 2000s, public policy has changed to help parents reconcile
work and family commitments: Korea has developed a comprehensive formal day-care and
kindergarten system with enrolment rates that are now on par with the Nordic countries.
Korea also has one year of paid parental leave for both parents, but only about 25% of
mothers and 5% of fathers use it, as workplace cultures are often not conducive to parents,
especially fathers, taking leave. Cultural change will take time, but this review suggests
there also is a need for additional labour market, education and social policy reform to help
Koreans achieve both work and family aspirations, and contribute to the rejuvenation of
Korean society.

Education

Supporting Entrepreneurship and Innovation in Higher
Education in Italy
Universities’ entrepreneurship and innovative practices are burgeoning all over Italy. Some
of these practices resonate at the international level while others have a local impact. Italian
higher education faces some important challenges and actions need to be taken to unleash its
full potential. Promoting the entrepreneurial and innovation agenda can help Italy improve
the overall performance of the higher education system, and of individual universities, in
all regions. The government has started providing a strategic support to engagement, which
could catalyse Italy’s innovation capacity, human capital endowment, and well-being.
This review illustrates policy actions promoting the entrepreneurial and innovative
activities in the Italian Higher Education System, and focuses on 11 case study universities.
It discusses strategies and practices adopted by Italian higher education institutions to
innovate, engage, and generate value for the society and the economy. This review is part
of a series of national reports implementing the HEinnovate framework. HEinnovate is
a guiding framework that the OECD and the European Commission have developed to
promote the “entrepreneurial and innovation agenda” in higher education.
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Agriculture and Food

Trends and Drivers of Agri-environmental Performance in OECD
Countries
This report updates the data published in the 2015 OECD Compendium of Agrienvironmental Indicators to present a summary of the environmental performance of
agriculture in OECD countries as of end-2015. It also includes new and innovative material
to further strengthen its relevance as a reference document. In particular, the four thematic
chapters each cover a targeted set of indicators for which data coverage is generally more
consistent across time in OECD countries and that capture the main pressures agriculture
exerts on the environment. The thematic chapters cover the following areas: the interlinked
issues of land use, pesticides and farmland birds; ammonia and greenhouse gas emissions,
the main air pollutants from agricultural activities; nitrogen and phosphorus balances, two
indicators that signal air and water pollution; and water use and irrigation in agriculture.
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Environment

Biodiversity: Finance and the Economic and Business Case for
Action
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The Convention on Biological Diversity’s 15th Conference of the Parties (CBD COP15)
in 2020 marks a critical juncture for one of the defining global challenges of our time: the
loss of biodiversity and ecosystem services, which underpin nearly all of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).
Transformative changes are needed to ensure biodiversity conservation and sustainable
use and the delivery of the ecosystem services upon which all life depends. This report sets
the economic and business case for urgent and ambitious action on biodiversity. It presents
a preliminary assessment of current biodiversity-related finance flows, and discusses the key
data and indicator gaps that need to be addressed to underpin effective monitoring of both
the pressures on biodiversity and the actions (i.e. responses) being implemented. The report
concludes with ten priority areas where G7 and other countries can prioritise their efforts.

Development

Blended Finance in the Least Developed Countries 2019
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The world’s 47 least developed countries (LDCs) are among those most at risk of being
left behind. While official development assistance and domestic public resources remain
essential for their development prospects, they alone will not be sufficient to meet the
Sustainable Development Goals. With the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, the international
community acknowledged the need for significant additional public and private finance, and
development partners are increasingly focusing on blended approaches.
What are the trends in blended finance for LDCs? What can it achieve and how? The
OECD and UNCDF are working together to shed new light on these issues. Building on a
2018 publication, this edition presents the latest data available on private finance mobilised
in developing countries by official development finance, extending the previous analysis to
cover 2016 and 2017 as well as longer-term trends from 2012 to 2017. It discusses the most
recent international policy trends shaping the blended finance market, and what these might
mean for LDCs. Stakeholders and practitioners also share their views on the challenges and
opportunities in designing and implementing blended finance operations in LDCs.

Using Extractive Revenues for Sustainable Development
Policy Guidance for Resource-rich Countries
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Transforming natural finite assets into human, social and physical capital is a key challenge
for natural resource-rich countries. This report distils related lessons from the OECD Policy
Dialogue on Natural Resource-based Development on natural resource revenue management
and spending for sustainable development. This includes a guide on how natural resourcerich countries can ensure budget sustainability to support consistent spending over time.
Further analysis focuses on the management of spending versus saving and the effectiveness
of different spending mechanisms for sustainable development, making recommendations to
address current challenges.

Development

Making Development Co-operation More Effective
Helping countries to improve the lives of their citizens requires effective international
development co-operation. The Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation’s
principles (country ownership, focus on results, inclusive partnerships, and transparency
and mutual accountability) have been guiding relationships between development partners
for close to a decade, helping them to strengthen and improve the way they co-operate and
ensuring that all citizens are invested in the process.
The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) work together to monitor progress in using
these principles. In 2018, data was collected by 86 partner countries and territories, in
collaboration with more than 100 development partners, to serve as the basis for this work
and provide evidence. By highlighting where progress has been made and where challenges
remain, the work helps governments and their partners strengthen collective action towards
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
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Aligning Development Co-operation and Climate Action
The Only Way Forward

Climate change is altering the ecological and social systems that underpin human wellbeing and economic activity, and developing countries are particularly vulnerable to its
impact on the growth and sustainable development prospects of every sector and community.
Being part of the solution requires all providers of development co-operation to align their
activities with the objectives of the Paris Agreement. However many still lack the mandates,
resources, incentives and strategies to do so. This report outlines how providers can make
changes at home, in developing countries and in the international development co-operation
system, to help create low-emissions, climate-resilient economies, and how they can avoid
supporting activities that lock the world into an unsustainable future.
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Sustainable Results in Development

Using the SDGs for Shared Results and Impact
Governments and providers of development co-operation increasingly use Sustainable
Development Goal indicators to guide their policies and practices. The close examination of
three large recipients of development co-operation: Ethiopia, Kenya and Myanmar across
the sectors of Education, Sanitation and Energy reveals four inter-related challenges in using
SDG indicators at country level. First, the cost of using specific SDG indicators varies in
relation to indicator complexity – complementary investments in country statistical systems
may be necessary. Second, providers synchronising their country-level results planning
with partner countries find it easier to align to and measure SDG indicators together with
the partner country and other providers. Third, reliance on joint monitoring approaches is
helping providers reduce the cost of SDG monitoring. Finally, while disaggregating SDG
data by gender and by urban-rural dimensions is common, other data disaggregation relevant
to ensure that no one is left behind are rare.
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Urban, Rural and Regional Development

Regions in Industrial Transition
Policies for People and Places
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This report offers guidance on how to manage industrial transition and is directed towards
all policymakers seeking to improve the “what” and “how” of policies that promote industrial
change. It identifies how regions in industrial transition can become more competitive and
more resilient in the context of major shifts brought about by globalisation, decarbonisation
and ongoing technological change. It takes stock of discussions emanating from a series
of peer-learning workshops jointly organised in 2018 by the European Commission and
the OECD. The report presents a number of implementation tools that policymakers have
at their disposal to activate regional innovation potential to help tackle these challenges
and the often accompanying ones such as an unsuitable skills base, unemployment due to
deindustrialisation, and limited investment opportunities.
Bringing together economic analysis and regional and country practice from the
participating regions and countries on the topics of the future of work, entrepreneurship,
innovation, transitioning to a climate-neutral economy and inclusive growth, the report
identifies cross-cutting lessons to help policy-makers better design the next generation of
smart specialisation and regional innovation strategies.
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