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Economics

OECD Economic Surveys: Iceland 2019
Iceland has rapidly caught up with the richest OECD economies. Favourable external
conditions and good policies helped create inclusive growth, low unemployment, low
inflation, and sustainable public finances. The economy is very egalitarian, and living
standards are among the highest in the OECD. Yet growth is now turning sharply due to
a rapid decline in tourist arrivals and weak marine exorts, with growth projected to slow
to around zero in 2019. Wages are rising faster than productivity and the competitiveness
gains, achieved after the 2008 crisis, are exhausted by now. Regulation is stringent. The
government should set up a comprehensive action plan for regulatory reform, prioritising
reforms that foster competition, level the playing field between domestic and foreign
firms and attract international investment. Linking wages more closely to productivity
developments could also help maintain competitiveness. A comprehensive skills strategy
that builds on strong foundation skills and provides the right skill mix would help Iceland
to prepare for rapid technological change. The quality of public spending has declined
since the 2008 crisis. Providing a better nexus between spending and performance targets
in various policy areas could help increase public sector effectiveness.
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National Accounts of OECD Countries, Volume 2019 Issue 2
The National Accounts of OECD Countries, Detailed Tables includes, in addition
to main aggregates including GDP, final consumption expenditure of households by
purpose, simplified accounts for three main sectors: general government, corporations
and households. Data are shown for 36 OECD countries and the Euro area back to 2007.
Country tables are expressed in national currency. Data are based on the System of
National Accounts 2008 (2008 SNA) for all countries.
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Finance and Investment

OECD Institutional Investors Statistics 2019
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Institutional investors (investment funds, insurance companies and pension funds) are
major collectors of savings and suppliers of funds to financial markets. Their role as financial
intermediaries and their impact on investment strategies have grown significantly over recent
years along with deregulation and globalisation of financial markets.
This publication provides a unique set of statistics that reflect the level and structure of
the financial assets and liabilities of institutional investors in the OECD countries (with
the exception of Australia), and in Lithuania and the Russian Federation. Concepts and
definitions are predominantly based on the System of National Accounts. Data are derived
from national sources.
Data include outstanding amounts of financial assets and liabilities such as currency
and deposits, securities, loans, and shares. When relevant, they are further broken down
according to maturity and residency. The publication covers investment funds, of which
open-end companies and closed-end companies, as well as insurance corporations and
autonomous pension funds. Indicators are presented as percentages of GDP allowing for
international comparisons, and at country level, both in national currency and as percentages
of total financial assets of the investor. Time series display available data for the last eight
years.
DATA ALSO AVAILABLE ON LINE
The electronic data product provides longer time series: data from 1980 onwards are
included.
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Tax Administration 2019

Comparative Information on OECD and other Advanced and
Emerging Economies
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The eighth edition of the OECD's Tax Administration Series, this report provides
internationally comparative data on aspects of tax systems and their administration in
58 advanced and emerging economies. The publication presents the results of the 2018
International Survey on Revenue Administration (ISORA), a multi-organisation international
survey to collect national-level information and data on tax administration governed by four
partner organisations: CIAT, the IMF, IOTA and the OECD. For the 2018 survey round,
the Asian Development Bank (ADB) agreed to participate along with the four partner
organisations.
The report has three parts. The first contains four chapters that examine and comment on
tax administration performance and trends up to the end of the 2017 fiscal year. The second
part presents ten tax administration-authored articles providing a country view on a range of
topical issues to tax administration, while part three contains all the data tables that form the
basis of the analysis in this report as well as details of the administrations participating in
this report.

Taxation

Country-by-Country Reporting – Compilation of Peer Review
Reports (Phase 2)
Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 13

Under the Action 13 Minimum Standard, jurisdictions have committed to foster tax
transparency by requesting the largest multinational enterprise groups (MNE Groups) to
provide the global allocation of their income, taxes and other indicators of the location of
economic activity. This unprecedented information on MNE Groups’ operations across
the world will boost tax authorities’ risk-assessment capabilities. The Action 13 Minimum
Standard has been translated into specific terms of reference and a methodology for the peer
review process.
The peer review of the Action 13 Minimum Standard is proceeding in stages with three
annual reviews in 2017, 2018 and 2019. The phased review process follows the phased
implementation of CbC Reporting. Each annual peer review process will therefore focus on
different aspects of the three key areas under review: the domestic legal and administrative
framework, the exchange of information framework, and the confidentiality and appropriate
use of CbC reports. This second annual peer review report reflects the outcome of the
second review which considered all aspects of implementation. It contains the review of 116
jurisdictions which provided legislation or information pertaining to the implementation of
CbC Reporting.

Print ver.
ISBN: 9789264474635
pages: 566 $168.00
PDF ver.
ISBN: 9789264342187
Free

Governance

Digital Government in Chile – Digital Identity
In our interactions with the people we know we don’t give any thought to the proof of
their identity. When we meet someone for the first time we trust they are who they say
they are. Sometimes an introduction is brokered by a mutual, trusted, acquaintance who
knows both parties. However, in our transactional dealings with government there is a
greater expectation – and need – to be able to prove who we are, where we live and what
we can access. The provision of digital identity (DI) is critical to government ambitions for
transforming the quality of public services.
This study discusses Chile's experience of DI alongside a comparison of 13 OECD
countries, and aims to support the Government of Chile in developing and enhancing their
approach to the development of DI as a piece of core digital government infrastructure
and an enabler of seamless service delivery. The study uses a framework that covers the
foundations for identity in terms of existing national identity infrastructure, policies and
governance, the technical solutions that have been explored, the factors which impact
adoption, and the ways in which DI can empower citizens through greater control of their
data, transparency and measurement of impact.
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Governance

Digital Government in Chile – A Strategy to Enable Digital
Transformation
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This study assesses the evolution, achievements and challenges in the design and
implementation of digital government strategies in Chile since 2004. It aims to support the
Government of Chile in framing and implementing future strategic decisions and developing
digital capacity throughout the public sector. In particular, it looks at how Chile can build
a whole-of-government approach to embed digital approaches into everyday government
operations.
The study argues that for Chile to ensure the sustainability of its achievements to date it
should work towards shared ownership of, and responsibility for, the digital government
strategy throughout the public administration.
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Institutions Guaranteeing Access to Information
OECD and MENA Region
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Thanks to comparative tables and precise examples, this report offers an overall picture
of the institutions guaranteeing access to information (IGAI) in OECD member countries.
While it does not provide a comprehensive analysis of each of these institutions, it examines
the legislation, the composition, and operation of the IGAIs as well as their missions
regarding the spontaneous disclosure and appeals following access to information requests.
Similarly, the report carries out an overall analysis of the access to information legislation
of Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, and Tunisia, and of the legal and practical context of their
IGAIs. In particular, it offers ways to make the implementation of this legislation more
effective, at a time when these countries’ citizens are very keen on increased access to
information.

Tackling Fraud and Corruption Risks in the Slovak Republic
A Strategy with Key Actions for the European Structural and
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This report outlines a strategy for managing fraud and corruption risks related to the
European Structural and Investment (ESI) Funds in the Slovak Republic. It suggests
targeted and tailored actions for the authorities responsible for these funds, building on their
existing fraud and corruption risk management practices. The strategy and key actions draw
from the OECD Recommendation of the Council on Public Integrity, as well as European
Commission guidance and international standards of inter alia the Committee of Sponsoring
Organizations of the Treadway Commission (COSO), Institute of Internal Auditors (IIA) and
International Organization for Standardization (ISO).

Social Issues / Migration / Health

Health for Everyone?

Social Inequalities in Health and Health Systems
Good health is a key component of people’s well-being. It is a value in itself but – through
its influence on social, education and labour market outcomes – being in good or bad health
has also wider implications on people’s chances of leading a fulfilling and productive life.
Yet, even in the OECD countries, health inequality persists with severe consequences on
the goal of promoting inclusive growth. This report documents a comprehensive range
of inequalities in health and health systems to the detriment of disadvantaged population
groups in a large set of OECD and EU countries. It assesses the gaps in health outcomes
and risk factors between different socio-economic groups. When it comes to health systems,
the report measures inequalities in health care utilisation, unmet needs and the affordability
of health care services. For each of these different domains, the report identifies groups of
countries that display higher, intermediate, and low levels of inequality. The report makes a
strong case for addressing health-related inequalities as a key component of a policy strategy
to promote inclusive growth and reduce social inequalities. It also provides a framework for
more in-depth analyses on how to address these inequalities at country level.
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International Migration Outlook 2019
The 2019 edition of the International Migration Outlook analyses recent developments in
migration movements and policies in OECD countries and some non-OECD economies. It
also examines the evolution of labour market outcomes of immigrants in OECD countries.
This year’s edition includes two special chapters, one on the contribution of temporary
migration to the labour markets of OECD countries and the other on the long-term
integration effects of family presence. The report also contains country notes and a statistical
annex.
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P a r t -t i m e a n d Pa rt l y Eq u a l : G e nder and Wor k in the
Netherlands
The Netherlands performs well on many measures of gender equality, but the country
faces a persistent equality challenge between women and men: the high share of women in
part-time jobs. Nearly 60% of women in the Dutch labour market work part-time, roughly
three times the OECD average for women, and over three times the rate for Dutch men.
The Netherlands’ gender gap in hours worked contributes to the gender gap in earnings,
the gender gap in pensions, women’s slower progression into management roles, and the
unequal division of unpaid work at home. These gaps typically widen with parenthood, as
mothers often reduce hours in the labour market to take on more unpaid care work at home.
The Dutch government must redouble its efforts to achieve gender equality. Better social
policy support can help level the playing field between men and women, contribute to more
egalitarian norms around the division of work, and foster more gender-equal behaviour in
paid and unpaid work in the Netherlands.
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OECD Reviews of Evaluation and Assessment in Education
Student Assessment in Turkey
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How can assessment and evaluation policies work together more effectively to improve
student outcomes in primary and secondary schools? The country reports in this series
provide, from an international perspective, an independent analysis of major issues facing
evaluation and assessment policy to identify improvements that can be made to enhance the
quality, equity and efficiency of school education.
Turkey’s education system stands out internationally as a success story. In recent decades,
participation has been vastly expanded, becoming universal at lower levels of schooling
and outperforming other middle-income countries in upper secondary education. However,
the education system is also marked by disparities, with only around half of 15-year olds
acquiring the essential competencies they need for life and work.
This review, developed in co operation with UNICEF, suggests how student assessment
can be used more effectively to better support all students to do well. It provides
recommendations for enhancing teachers’ classroom assessments, assessing a broader range
of skills through national examinations and using the new national assessment to support
improvements in learning and teachers’ assessment practice.

Educating 21st Century Children

Emotional Well-being in the Digital Age
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What is the nature of childhood today? On a number of measures, modern children’s
lives have clearly improved thanks to better public safety and support for their physical and
mental health. New technologies help children to learn, socialise and unwind, and older,
better-educated parents are increasingly playing an active role in their children's education.
At the same time, we are more connected than ever before, and many children have access
to tablets and smartphones before they learn to walk and talk. Twenty-first century children
are more likely to be only children, increasingly pushed to do more by “helicopter parents”
who hover over their children to protect them from potential harm. In addition to limitless
online opportunities, the omnipresent nature of the digital world brings new risks, like cyberbullying, that follow children from the schoolyard into their homes.
This report examines modern childhood, looking specifically at the intersection between
emotional well-being and new technologies. It explores how parenting and friendships have
changed in the digital age. It examines children as digital citizens, and how best to take
advantage of online opportunities while minimising the risks. The volume ends with a look
at how to foster digital literacy and resilience, highlighting the role of partnerships, policy
and protection.

Education

Education Policy Outlook 2019

Working Together to Help Students Achieve their Potential
Taking the perspective of institutions and the system, Education Policy Outlook 2019:
Working Together to Help Students Achieve their Potential, analyses the evolution of key
education priorities and key education policies in 43 education systems. It compares more
recent developments in education policy ecosystems (mainly between 2015 and 2019) with
various education policies adopted between 2008 and 2014. This report includes around
460 education policy developments (with evidence of progress or impact for over 200 of
them) spanning from early childhood education and care to higher education and lifelong
learning on topics related to school improvement, evaluation and assessment, governance
and funding. It looks into “what is being done”, as well as “why and how it works” to help
education systems gain better understanding of how policies can have greater opportunities
of success in their specific contexts.
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Fostering Students' Creativity and Critical Thinking
What it Means in School

Creativity and critical thinking are key skills for complex, globalised and increasingly
digitalised economies and societies. While teachers and education policy makers consider
creativity and critical thinking as important learning goals, it is still unclear to many what
it means to develop these skills in a school setting. To make it more visible and tangible
to practitioners, the OECD worked with networks of schools and teachers in 11 countries
to develop and trial a set of pedagogical resources that exemplify what it means to teach,
learn and make progress in creativity and critical thinking in primary and secondary
education. Through a portfolio of rubrics and examples of lesson plans, teachers in the field
gave feedback, implemented the proposed teaching strategies and documented their work.
Instruments to monitor the effectiveness of the intervention in a validation study were also
developed and tested, supplementing the insights on the effects of the intervention in the
field provided by the team co-ordinators.
What are the key elements of creativity and critical thinking? What pedagogical strategies
and approaches can teachers adopt to foster them? How can school leaders support teachers'
professional learning? To what extent did teachers participating in the project change their
teaching methods? How can we know whether it works and for whom? These are some
of the questions addressed in this book, which reports on the outputs and lessons of this
international project.
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Unlocking the Potential of Migrants in Germany
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The German vocational education and training (VET) system is admired around the world
for its ability to prepare young people for skilled employment. In Germany, VET smooths
transitions into work and is closely aligned with labour market demand. This report focuses
on an unprecedented test of the German VET system: how to respond to the significant
increase in migrants who arrived in the country in 2015-16. The study explores both the
opportunities and the challenges presented by migration. Germany has already devoted
significant attention to VET as a mechanism for enabling integration – and for good reason.
Work-based learning assists integration because it demonstrably gives learners skills that
employers want in real-world settings. The report assesses the barriers faced by learners
in their journeys into and through VET, exploring how such challenges can be addressed.
In addition, the study looks at system-wide issues in relation to how VET provision and
integration policy is governed. Lastly, it explores opportunities for increased flexibility
in the German VET system of relevance to all youth at risk of not succeeding in VET. In
responding to migrant needs, German VET can become more inclusive without reducing
quality.

Unlocking the Potential of Migrants
Cross-country Analysis
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Among the millions of asylum seekers who recently arrived in OECD countries, the
majority are young people who may be able to take advantage of vocational education
and training (VET) opportunities to help them enter skilled employment. This report
provides advice to governments and other stakeholders who are seeking to use VET to
promote integration, in particular for young humanitarian migrants. While the study draws
particularly on policy and practice observed in Germany, Italy, Sweden and Switzerland, it
also highlights other international practices.
The report focuses on the main channels through which migrants succeed in VET. It is
essential that migrants are fully informed about the opportunities VET provision offers and
that they have access to high quality preparatory programmes enabling access to uppersecondary VET. Once in such provision, targeted support should help them to complete
VET programmes successfully. OECD countries are putting in place innovative measures
to achieve better outcomes for both migrants and for economies as a whole. Ultimately this
report argues that VET systems can become stronger, more flexible and more inclusive, when
working better for all students, including those with diverse and vulnerable backgrounds.

Employment

Working Better with Age
People today are living longer than ever before, but what is a boon for individuals can be
challenging for societies. If nothing is done to change existing work and retirement patterns,
the number of older inactive people who will need to be supported by each worker could
rise by around 40% between 2018 and 2050 on average in the OECD area. This would put
a brake on rising living standards as well as enormous pressure on younger generations
who will be financing social protection systems. Improving employment prospects of older
workers will be crucial. At the same time, taking a life-course approach will be necessary
to avoid accumulation of individual disadvantages over work careers that discourage or
prevent work at an older age.&nbsp;What can countries do to help? How can they give older
people better work incentives and opportunities? This report provides a synthesis of the main
challenges and policy recommendations together with a set of international best practices to
foster employability, labour demand and incentives to work at an older age.
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OECD Labour Force Statistics 2019
This annual edition of Labour Force Statistics provides detailed statistics on labour
force, employment and unemployment, broken down by gender, as well as unemployment
duration, employment status, employment by sector of activity and part-time employment.
It also contains participation and unemployment rates by gender and detailed age groups as
well as comparative tables for the main components of the labour force. Data are available
for each OECD member country and for OECD-Total, Euro area and European Union. The
time series presented in the publication cover 10 years for most countries. It also provides
information on the sources and definitions used by member countries in the compilation of
those statistics.
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Indigenous Employment and Skills Strategies in Australia
Innovative ways of working with Indigenous Australians are needed to improve their
employment prospects, especially as many work in jobs that are most likely to be impacted
by digitalisation and automation in the future. This report considers both quantitative
and qualitative data regarding employment, skills, and entrepreneurship opportunities for
Indigenous Australians. A number of case studies were undertaken with employment and
training providers in the cities of Sydney and Perth to gain insights into the delivery of
employment and skills programmes targeted to Indigenous Australians. The report highlights
critical success factors to better link Indigenous Australians to high quality jobs while also
providing recommendations regarding future employment and skills programming.
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OECD Reviews of Digital Transformation: Going Digital in
Colombia
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OECD Reviews of Digital Transformation: Going Digital in Colombia analyses recent
developments of the digital economy in the country, reviews policies related to digitalisation
and makes recommendations to increase policy coherence in this area. The report examines
recent developments in infrastructures for the digital economy, telecom markets and related
regulations and policies in Colombia. It reviews trends in the use of digital technologies by
individuals, businesses and the government, and examines policies to foster diffusion. The
report also examines opportunities and challenges raised by digitalisation for production,
innovation, jobs and skills.
The report reconsiders these policies in relation to their coherence among different
domains and in order to foster synergies across government ministries, levels and
institutions, based on the integrated policy framework of the OECD's Going Digital: Making
the Transformation Work for Growth and Well-being project.

Agriculture and Food

Innovation, Productivity and Sustainability in Food and
Agriculture
Main Findings from Country Reviews and Policy Lessons
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Markets that function well within a stable regulatory and policy environment are key to
improving the productivity and sustainability of the food and agriculture sector. This report
contains the main findings and policy lessons gained from a series of wide-ranging country
reviews on how government policies can improve sectoral productivity and sustainability
through their impact on innovation, structural change, natural resource use, and climate
change. Improving the policy environment would require rolling back those policies that
distort markets the most and retain farmers in uncompetitive and low-income activities, harm
the environment, stifle innovation, slow structural and generational change, and weaken
resilience.
Agriculture policy should focus instead on measures that facilitate the uptake of
technologies and practices that use resources more efficiently and sustainably, and which
contribute to reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Of equal importance are: a more
collaborative approach, more effective governance systems, the development of longterm strategies, strengthened linkages between national and international actors, and
comprehensive and coherent evaluation procedures. Public funding of food and agricultural
research is also crucial, and private efforts need to be strengthened, including through
public-private partnerships. Finally, improving overall policy coherence would contribute to
building trust, and to increasing policy effectiveness at each step of the food and agriculture
chain.

Agriculture and Food

Digital Opportunities for Better Agricultural Policies
Recent digital innovations provide opportunities to deliver better policies for the
agriculture sector by helping to overcome information gaps and asymmetries, lower policyrelated transaction costs, and enable people with different preferences and incentives to
work better together. Drawing on ten illustrative case studies and unique new data gathered
via an OECD questionnaire on agri-environmental policy organisations' experiences with
digital tools, this report explores opportunities to improve current agricultural and agrienvironmental policies, and to deliver new, digitally enabled and information-rich policy
approaches. It also considers challenges that organisations may face to make greater use
of digital tools for policy, as well as new risks which increased use of digital tools may
bring. The report provides practical advice on how policy makers can address challenges
and mitigate risks to ensure digital opportunities for policy are realised in practice. Finally,
the report briefly considers the broader regulatory and policy environment underpinning
digitalisation of the agriculture sector, with the view to ensuring that use of digital tools
for agricultural and agri-environmental policy remains coherent with the digitalisation of
agriculture more generally.
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Enhancing Climate Change Mitigation through Agriculture
Agriculture, with its growing contribution to global greenhouse gas emissions and
opportunities to mitigate emissions, can help close the gap between existing global
mitigation efforts and those that are needed to keep global warming to between 1.5 °C and
2 °C by the end of the century. Global scale and farm scale analyses are used to evaluate
both the effectiveness of different policy options to reduce agricultural emissions, and the
impact on competitiveness, farm income, food security, and government finances. In order
to contribute to global mitigation efforts, countries will need to design agricultural policy
measures that can navigate these trade-offs within the context of their national policy
priorities and objectives. As most countries have not yet implemented policies to reduce
emissions from agriculture, the analyses provided here come at an opportune time to inform
this policy development.
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Environment

Making Blended Finance Work for Water and Sanitation
Unlocking Commercial Finance for SDG 6

Investments in water and sanitation are a prerequisite to deliver on the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), in particular on SDG 6 ensuring availability and sustainable
management of water and sanitation for all. Blended finance can play an important role
in strategically investing development finance to mobilise additional commercial finance
needed to fill the current investment gaps. Thus far, however, blended finance has not
reached scale in the water and sanitation sector. A greater evidence base is needed to better
understand the current applications as well as the potential of blended models in the water
and sanitation sector. This publication takes a commercial investment perspective and
provides insights into three subsectors: (1) water and sanitation utilities, (2) small-scale offgrid sanitation and (3) multi-purpose water infrastructure and landscape-based approaches.
The publication draws out recommendations for policy makers and practitioners to apply
and scale innovative blended finance approaches where most appropriate.
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Environment

OECD Environmental Performance Reviews: Latvia 2019
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Latvia has come a long way in improving its environmental performance and the wellbeing of the population. Large amounts of investment have helped increase the use of
renewables, improve energy efficiency of homes, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and
extend access to water and waste services. However, convergence with more advanced
OECD economies is far from being accomplished. Forestry and agriculture play a key
economic role, but exert increasing pressures on biodiversity. Mainstreaming biodiversity
considerations into economic development policies should be a priority. Accelerating the
transition towards a low-carbon and circular economy will require major investment in
sustainable infrastructure, more waste prevention and recycling and stronger economic
instruments.
This is the first Environmental Performance Review of Latvia. It evaluates progress
towards sustainable development and green growth, with special features on waste and
circular economy, and biodiversity conservation and sustainable use.

Mining and Green Growth in the EECCA Region
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For most countries in the Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA) region,
mining is an important economic sector that contributes to employment and public revenue.
Despite mining’s potential to cause long-term negative environmental impacts, governments
in the region have a vital role to play in supporting better environmental performance in the
sector and ensuring the industry can be a progressive part of a greener economy. This report
examines the environmental impacts of mining in the EECCA and provides policy makers
with guidance to reconcile environmental and competitiveness objectives in the mining
sector.
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Promoting Clean Urban Public Transportation in Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan and Moldova
Summary Report of Project Implementation 2016-2019
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This report presents the objectives, methodology, procedures and main findings of the
OECD project "Strengthening public finance capacity for green investments in the EECCA
countries". Between 2016-19, the project aimed to help set the partner countries (Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan and Moldova) on a sustainable path of development by reducing the energy and
carbon intensity of their economies. Working with the relevant ministry in each country, the
project designed public investment programmes in line with good international practices.
These programmes sought to address key objectives of the countries' environmental and
climate-related policies. The Clean Public Transport Programmes focus specifically on
reducing air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions from the target sector, primarily in large
urban areas. They aim to demonstrate how to use scarce public funds to encourage private
sector investment in projects that generate significant environmental and socio-economic
benefits alike.

Development

Latin American Economic Outlook 2019
Development in Transition

Latin America and the Caribbean has seen a remarkable socio-economic progress since
the beginning of the century. Countries strengthened their macroeconomic situations, living
standards improved, and poverty and inequality declined. Yet, large structural vulnerabilities
remain and new ones have emerged. Many of these are linked to countries’ transition to
higher income and development levels. The Latin American Economic Outlook 2019:
Development in Transition (LEO 2019) presents a fresh analytical approach to the region’s
development trajectories. It assesses four development traps relating to productivity, social
vulnerability, institutions and the environment. It outlines local opportunities for responding
to these traps and seeks ways of improving the interactions and interlinkages between global
public goods and national development agendas, all in the context of the United Nations
2030 Agenda. LEO 2019 calls for improving domestic capacities and adopting a new
vision of international co-operation as a facilitator to support efforts to achieve sustainable
development for all throughout the region.
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Urban, Rural and Regional Development

OECD Territorial Reviews
Hamburg Metropolitan Region, Germany
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