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Nigeria is the most populous couNtry iN africa, the second biggest 
economy, the third largest military power and the biggest oil producer  
(10th oil producer in the world). Its seven most populous cities each house 
more than one million people, and about one out of two West Africans is 
from Nigeria. As the largest military power in the region, Nigeria played 
a central role in the ECOWAS efforts to end the civil wars in Liberia and 
Sierra Leone. ECOWAS headquarters are based in Abuja. 

A large part of West africaN ecoNomic activity is concentrated in 
Nigeria. Cross-border activities closely link southern Niger to the Hausa 
economy; Benin and Togo benefit from the major economic activity 
between Lagos and Ibadan. Cameroon and Chad’s economies are also 
strongly oriented towards the Nigerian market. Nigeria has an important 
economic influence on the entire region, including the franc zone where 
it has increasingly been making investments (particularly in the banking 
sector). The stock exchange in Lagos is the only large-scale financial trading 
centre in the region. Nigeria is also the largest cereal and meat producer in 
West Africa. Agriculture accounts for almost one third of GDP and about 
two-thirds of employment, but oil remains the key economic sector. While 
the country possesses great industrial potential, Nigeria remains highly 
dependent on oil exports and struggles to develop sufficient refining and 
production capacities to meet its domestic energy needs. 

siNce its returN to democracy iN 1999, Nigeria has enjoyed 13 years 
of uninterrupted democratic rule. However, security concerns are on the rise, 
in particular since the emergence of the radical Islamist sect Boko Haram 
which has killed more than 1 000 people since 2009. Moreover, Movement 
for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) militants have abandoned 
a three-year-old ceasefire. The successful political transition from a northern 
to a southern leader in April 2011 proved that “a Nigerian, irrespective of 
where he or she comes from, who is popular with Nigerians generally has a 
good chance of winning the presidency” (Ambassador Bristol). North-South 
antagonism will continue to play a visible role in Nigerian politics.

overVIEW

POPULATION 158 millioN*

CAPITAL aBuJa 

LAND AREA  923 768 Km2 

INDEPENDENCE 1 octoBer 1960 (fROm ThE UK) 

OffICIAL LANGUE  eNglish

SPOKEN LANGUAGES  pidgiN eNglish, hausa, yoruBa, igBo, fulaNi 

LIfE ExPECTANCy fROm bIRTh  50.3 years

GDP/INhAb.(PPP)  usd 2 427 

ANNUAL REAL GDP GROWTh (2011) 6.7% 

CURRENCy  Naira 

mEmbERShIP  aBN, afdB, au, ceN-sad, cBlt, ecoWas 

hUmAN DEVELOPmENT INDEx  raNK 156 (OUT Of 187 COUNTRIES)

at a GLANCE

*Estimates vary largely; see "Demographic Trends"
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iNstitutioNal  
fRAmEWORK

President Goodluck 
JONATHAN

goverNmeNt type › Federal Republic.
coNstitutioN › Adopted 5 May 1999; effective 29 May 1999.
legal system  › Mixed legal system of English common law, Islamic law/Sharia  

(in 12 northern states), and traditional law. 
admiNistrative 
divisioN

 › 36 states and 1 territory*: Abia, Adamawa, Akwa Ibom, Anambra, Bauchi, 
Bayelsa, Benue, Borno, Cross River, Delta, Ebonyi, Edo, Ekiti, Enugu, Federal 
Capital Territory*, Gombe, Imo, Jigawa, Kaduna, Kano, Katsina, Kebbi, Kogi, 
Kwara, Lagos, Nassarawa, Niger, Ogun, Ondo, Osun, Oyo, Plateau, Rivers, 
Sokoto, Taraba, Yobe, Zamfara. 

executive BraNch  › Chief of state: President Goodluck JONATHAN (since 5 May 2010,  
acting since 9 February 2010); Vice President Mohammed Namadi SAMBO  
(since 19 May 2010); JONATHAN assumed the presidency on 5 May 2010 
following the death of President YAR’ADUA.

head of  
goverNmeNt

 › President Goodluck JONATHAN (since 5 May 2010, acting since 9 February 
2010); Vice President Mohammed Namadi SAMBO (since 19 May 2010).

caBiNet › Federal Executive Council.
legislative  
BraNch 

 › Bicameral National Assembly consists of the Senate (109 seats, 3 from 
each state plus 1 from Abuja; members elected by popular vote to serve  
four-year terms) and House of Representatives (360 seats; members elected 
by popular vote to serve four-year terms).

Judical BraNch  › Supreme Court ( judges recommended by the National Judicial Council and 
appointed by the president); Federal Court of Appeal ( judges are appointed by 
the federal government from a pool of judges recommended by the National 
Judicial Council).

political parties  › Accord Party ; Action Congress (AC) ; All Nigeria Peoples Party (ANPP); 
All Progressives Grand Alliance (APGA) ; Alliance for Democracy (AD); 
Conference of Nigerian Political Parities (CNPP) ; Democratic Peoples Party 
(DPP) ; Fresh Democratic Party; Labor Party ; National Democratic Party 
(NDP) ; Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) ; Peoples Progressive Alliance.

suffrage › 18 years of age; universal. 
electioNs › President elected by popular vote for a four-year term (eligible for a second 

term); election last held on 16 April 2011 (next to be held in April 2015). 
electioN results  › Goodluck JONATHAN 58.9%, Muhammadu BUHARI 32.0%,  

Nuhu RIBADU 5.4%, Ibrahim SHEKARAU 2.4%, other 1.3%. 
ceNtral BaNK › Central Bank of Nigeria, headed by CBN Governor Mallam Sanusi Lamido 

SANUSI.
military BraNches › Nigerian Armed Forces: Army, Navy, Air Force (2008). 

military age › 18 years of age for voluntary military service (2007). 

military expeNditure › USD 2.4 billion = 1% of national GDP, 70% of the region (SIPRI, 2011).

memBership › ABN, AfDB, AU, CEN-SAD, CBLT, ECOWAS.

Nigeria
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regioNal INDICATORS 
➔ LAND bOUNDARIES:  4 047 Km
➔  bORDER COUNTRIES: BeNiN (773 Km), camerooN (1 690 Km), chad (87 Km), Niger (1 497 Km)
➔  COASTLINE: 853 Km
➔  AIRPORTS: 54 WITh PAVED RUNWAyS:  38 (2010) RAILWAyS: 3 505 Km
➔  ROADWAyS:  193 200 Km PAVED: 28 980 Km UNPAVED: 164 220 Km (2004)
➔  WATERWAyS: 8 600 Km (NIGER AND bENUE RIVERS AND SmALLER RIVERS AND CREEKS) (2009)
➔  PORTS AND TERmINALS:  BoNNy iNshore termiNal, calaBar, lagos
Source: CIA World factbook.

RELIGION & EThNICITy
➔  EThNIC GROUPS : Hausa aNd 

FulaNi 29%, Yoruba 21%, 
igbo (ibo) 18%, ijaw 10%, 
KaNuri 4%, ibibio 3.5%,  
Tiv 2.5%

➔  mAjOR RELIGIONS: 
MusliM 50%, CHrisTiaN 40%, 
iNdigeNous belieFs 10%

Source: CIA factbook.

hEALTh
➔  LIfE ExPECTANCy AT bIRTh 

(2005-2010): 50.3 Years
➔  UNDER-fIVE mORTALITy  

RATE (PER 1 000 LIVE bIRThS)  
(2005-2010): 156

➔  ESTImATED hIV PREVALENCE 
(2007): 3.1%

➔  mATERNAL mORTALITy RATIO (PER 
100 000 LIVE bIRThS) (2010): 630

➔  PhySICIANS DENSITy (PER 10 000) 
(2008): 3.95

➔  PER CAPITA GOVERNmENT 
ExPENDITURE ON hEALTh (PPP) 
(2010): usd 46

Sources: WhO, UNAIDS.

EDUCATION
➔  ADULT LITERACy RATE: (% AGE 

15 AND AbOVE): 60.1% (2008)
➔  yOUTh LITERACy RATE:  

71.5% (2008)
➔  NET PRImARy ENROLmENT 

RATIO: 22 MillioN (2007)
➔  NET SECONDARy ENROLmENT 

RATIO: 6 MillioN (2007)
➔  UNIVERSITy ATTENDANCE  

RATIO: 10% (2005)

Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics.

social INDICATORS

demographic TRENDS
➔ POPULATION 2010: 158 millioN*  
➔ PROjECTION 2020: 204 millioN
➔ POPULATION DENSITy: 172/Km2

➔  URbAN POPULATION (2000): 53 millioN (UN);  
38.8 millioN (AfRICAPOLIS)

➔  URbAN AGGLOmERATIONS (AfRICAPOLIS): lagos (10 mILLION),  
iBadaN (3.1 mILLION), KaNo (2.3 mILLION),  
KaduNa (1.4 mILLION), BeNiN city (1.2 mILLION),  
port harcourt (1.2 mILLION) AND Jos (1 mILLION)

➔  ANNUAL GROWTh (2005-2010): 2.5%
➔  TOTAL fERTILITy (ChILDREN PER WOmAN) (2005-2010): 5.6
➔  mEDIAN AGE: 18.5 years
Source: UNPP, World Population Prospects, The 2010 Revision; 
*Geo-spatial studies suggest that this figure is overestimated.

mIGRATION AND mObILITy
➔  NUmbER Of EmIGRANTS (2010): 1 mILLION =0.6% of pop
➔  NUmbER Of ImmIGRANTS (2010): 1.1 mILLION = 0.7% of pop
➔  TOP DESTINATION COUNTRIES: usa, uK, chad, camerooN,  

italy, BeNiN, côte d’ivoire, spaiN, sudaN, Niger
➔    TOP SOURCE COUNTRIES: BeNiN, ghaNa, mali, togo, Niger, chad,  

camerooN, liBeria, mauritaNia, the araB repuBlic of egypt
➔  REfUGEES WIThIN COUNTRy: 10 100 (2009), 8 806 (UNhCR, 2012)
Source: World bank migration and Remittances factbook 2011.
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Key ecoNomic INDICATORS
➔ GDP TOTAL (2011): usd 401 539 millioN = 60% Of WEST AfRICA'S REGIONAL GDP
➔ GDP PER CAPITA (2011): usd 2 471
➔ ANNUAL REAL GDP GROWTh (2011): 6.7%
➔ ANNUAL REAL GDP GROWTh (AVERAGE OVER 2003-2011): 7.5%
➔ CURRENCy: Naira
➔ INfLATION RATE (2011): 10.8% 
➔ mAIN ExPORTS (2012): oil aNd derived products 85.2%, cocoa, ruBBer
➔ mAIN ExPORT PARTNERS (2010): usa 37%, eu 22.5% iNdia 12.1%, Brazil 7.7%  
➔  ImPORTS: machiNery, chemicals, traNsport equipmeNt, maNufactured goods,  

food aNd aNimals
➔  mAIN ImPORT PARTNERS (2009): chiNa 13.9%, usa 9.3%, the NetherlaNds 8.6%, uK 4.9%, 

fraNce 4.4%
➔  TRADE bALANCE: usd 29 500 millioN 
➔  fOREIGN DIRECT INVESTmENT INfLOWS:  usd 20 279 millioN (2008)
➔  REmITTANCES (2011): usd 10 681 millioN, 4.5% Of GDP, usd 60.50 PER CAPITA
➔  ODA RECEIVED: usd 1 290 millioN, 0.43% Of GDP, usd 10.47 PER CAPITA  
➔  CATEGORy: loWer middle iNcome
➔  ExTERNAL DEbT: usd 4 460 millioN, 3.1% of gdp 
➔  DEbT SERVICE (AS % Of ExPORTS 2011E): 0.7%
➔  PUbLIC fINANCE (% Of GDP 2009): REVENUE AND GRANTS: 30.6%, ExPENDITURES AND NET 

LENDING: 30.4%, OVERALL bALANCE: 0.2
➔  CORRUPTION PERCEPTION INDEx: raNK 143 (OUT Of 178 COUNTRIES)
➔  INDEx Of ECONOmIC fREEDOm: raNK 116 (OUT Of 179 COUNTRIES)
➔  Wb DOING bUSINESS INDEx: raNK 133 (OUT Of 183 COUNTRIES)
➔  IbRAhIm AfRICAN GOVERNANCE INDEx: raNK 41 (OUT Of 53 COUNTRIES)
➔  hUmAN DEVELOPmENT INDEx (2011):  raNK 156 (OUT Of 169 COUNTRIES)
Sources: African Economic Outlook 2012, CIA World factbook, EU Commission, 2012 Corruption Perception  
Index –Transparency International; 2012 Index of Economic freedom – heritage foundation; 2012 IfC Doing  
business Report; 2012 mo Ibrahim foundation; 2011 human Development Report; OECD Development  
Assistance Committee (DAC).

ICT & mEDIA
➔  INTERNET ACCESS PER  

100 INhAbITANTS (2009): 28.43
➔  INTERNET DOmAIN: Ng
➔  INTERNATIONAL DIALING  

CODE: 234
➔  mObILE LINE PER 100 

INhAbITANTS (2009): 48.16
➔  mAIN TELEPhONE LINE PER  

100 INhAbITANTS (2009): 0.92
Source: CIA factbook.

bASIC SERVICES
➔  ACCESS TO ELECTRICITy (2007): 

KwH 22 383 MillioN
➔  WATER SUPPLy COVERAGE 

(2008): 58% (URbAN 75%, 
RURAL 42%)

➔  SANITATION COVERAGE (2008): 
32% (URbAN 36%, RURAL 28%)

Source: UNDP.

mdg PROGRESS
objective 1. 
End poverty and hunger.

objective 2. 
Universal education. 

objective 3. 
Gender equality.

objective 4. 
Child health. 

objective 5. 
maternal health. 

objective 6. 
Combat hIV/AIDS.

objective 7. 
Environmental sustainability. 

objective 8. 
Global partnership. 
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Source: mDG monitor, UNDP.



“By 2020 Nigeria will be oNe of the 20 largest ecoNomies in the 
world, able to consolidate its leadership role in Africa and establish 
itself as a significant player in the global economic and political 
arena.” Nigeria Vision 2020.

Nigeria is the largest BlacK NatioN in the world. One out of 
every four Africans and one out of every five persons of African 
origin is a Nigerian.

18 of the top 20 West africaN BaNKs are based in Nigeria. 

9 northern States have instituted sharia laW in the early 2000s and 
3 States apply the Sharia in areas with large Muslim populations. 

The Nigerian film industry has overtaken Hollywood and became 
the 2nd largest movie producer in 2009 (after Bollywood, India). 

Wole Soyinka was the first black person to win the NoBel prize of 
literature in 1986.

Nigeria has a viBraNt cultural sceNe and many Nigerian artists 
enjoy worldwide recognition: Fela, Femi and Seun Kuti, Tony Allen, 
Keziah Jones, Asa and many new young talents. 

The Yoruba people have the highest rate of tWiNNiNg in the 
world: 158 twins are born per 1 000 births.

did yOU KNOW

The federal Government of Nigeria Official Web Portal: www.nigeria.gov.ng

Nigeria Statistical Data Portal: http://nigeria.prognoz.com/map.aspx

Central bank of Nigeria: www.cenbank.org

Lagos Chamber of Commerce and Industry: www.lagoschamber.com

The Guardian: http://guardiannewsngr.com

The Punch: www.punchng.com

liNKs

?

➔ www.westafricagateway.org
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