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Life below water

Policy in practice
The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority is advised on management issues about the Marine Park at a
local level by voluntary community-based committees called local marine advisory committees. The benefits
of stakeholder engagement and collaboration include: greater understanding, and thus also public support
and commitment, increased transparency and accountability, better informed decision making, and
improved public/private sector relationships.

Established in 1999, the local marine advisory committees enable local communities to have effective input
into managing the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park and provide a community forum for interest groups,
government and the community to discuss issues around marine resources. The purpose of the local
marine advisory committees is to:

◦ improve the involvement and support of local communities in managing the ecologically, socially and
economically sustainable use, and the conservation of the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area;

◦ advise the Marine Park Authority and other World Heritage Area agencies on issues and policies relating
to specific activities, conservation, environment, public information and public education concerning
their local catchment, marine and coastal region;

◦ facilitate communication between user groups in the local community; and

◦ promote the exchange of information and raise awareness of issues impacting on the Great Barrier Reef
ecosystem.

Source report
OECD (2017), Marine Protected Areas: Economics, Management and Effective Policy Mixes, Box 3.4 p. 96
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L o c a l  m a r i n e  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e s  a n d  t h e  G r e a t  B a r r i e r  R e e f  M a r i n e  P a r k  A u t h o r i t y

Key policy message
Ensuring stakeholder engagement is a key principle for effective governance of Marine Protected
Areas.
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