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The OECD: A Tool for Governments 

• A forum where governments work together on 

challenges of interdependence and 

globalisation: economic, social, and environmental 

• A provider of evidence-based policy analysis 

through comparative data, economic and social 

reviews and forecasts 

• A platform for policy dialogue to co-ordinate 

domestic and international policies 

• A place for policy design based on good practices 
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• Article 1 of the OECD convention defines mission as: 

• Supporting economic growth  

• Boosting employment  

• Raising living standards  

• Maintaining financial stability 

• Assisting other countries’ economic development  

• Contributing to growth in world trade   

 

OECD member countries’ prosperity depends not only on 

the development of their own economies but also on global 

economic development.  

OECD’s key purpose is to promote sustainable growth and 

sound economic expansion. This is as relevant to non-

members as it is for OECD Members. 

 

The OECD’s Mission  



Fast Facts about the OECD 

• Established:  1961 

• Headquarters:  Paris 

• OECD Centres:  Berlin, Mexico City,  
    Tokyo, Washington 

• Members:   34 

• Secretary-General: Angel Gurría (Mexico) 

• Secretariat staff:  2 500 

• Annual budget:  347 € million (2012) 

 

• Nearly 300 expert committees and working 
groups with participation of +100 countries 

 



OECD’s Global Partners 

The European Commission also participates in OECD work. 
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• 34 Member Countries  

Australia   Austria   Belgium  Canada  Chile  Czech Republic  

Denmark  Estonia  Finland  France  Germany  Greece  

Hungary  Iceland  Ireland  Israel  Italy  Japan  Korea  

Luxembourg  Mexico  New Zealand  Norway  Poland  Portugal 

Slovak Republic  Slovenia  Spain  Switzerland  Turkey  

United Kingdom  United States  

 

• Enhanced Engagement Economies  
Brazil – China – India – Indonesia - South Africa  



Exchange 

How is the OECD working with non-

members? 

OECD co-operative activities in/on  

non-member economies 

OECD Committees define their specific global relations 

strategies which provide the framework for the participation 

of non-members in the work of the Committee. 

Non-member economies are 

actively involved in core 

OECD work and processes. 

 Country-specific activities     

    (economic surveys, peer reviews,  

    statistical data, etc.); 
 

 Support to existing or emerging    

    regional initiatives or to a specific  

    regional policy objective; 
 

 Informal meetings to facilitate the  

    building of stable networks of policy 

    makers;   
 

 Extensive diffusion of information  

    in OECD’s Global Forums and  

    other events. 

    

   Selected non-members  

   take part as observer  

   or participant in:  
 

  OECD’s Ministerial Council  

      Meetings; 
 

  OECD Committees; 
 

  Working Groups/Parties; 
 

  Expert Groups; 
 
 

   Some non-members voluntary  

   adhere to OECD’s legal 

   instruments. 

 



Co-operation in Southeast Asia  

• Collaboration with the region started in the 1990s and 

was stepped up after the Asian financial crisis 
 

• May 2007: Southeast Asia is identified as a region of 

priority and strategic interest 
 

• The OECD Southeast Asia Regional Forum in Bali end 

of March 2014 provided an important opportunity for 

consultations with the region 

 

 

 

 



Regional Collaborations  

• OECD-ASEAN regional forums on peer 

review mechanisms and regional 

integration 

• Review of Innovation Policies in 

Southeast Asia 

• Review of the Intellectual Property 

System of Indonesia 

• Southeast Asian Economic Outlook 

• Investment policy co-operation 

• Joint dialogue on financial markets 

 

 



3 Initiatives and 6 Regional Policy Networks 

An intensive consultation 

process was launched to 

shape the Programme, 

including with OECD 

committees, Southeast Asian 

governments and regional 

stakeholders. 

 

The initial phase of the 

Programme will focus three 

initiatives and six regional 

policy networks  

         =  Innovation Initiative  
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The Innovation for Inclusive Growth Project 

 

Project Objectives: 

 Investigating opportunities to enhance innovation’s 

contributions to social equity addressing inequalities and 

poverty 

 Develop concrete policy solutions to support countries in 

reconciling their innovation and inclusive development agendas, 

including options for scaling up inclusive innovations. 

 

Country Focus in Initial Phase:  

• Project Advisory Group: Colombia, China, Indonesia, India and 

South Africa, as well as Germany and Korea  

 



Innovation and Its Impacts on Inclusive 

Growth 

• Growth is not necessarily inclusive nor complete solution for 

addressing poverty and exclusion 
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• Innovation is relevant not only in the 

aggregate: 

 

   - “Disruptive” nature of innovation with 

effects on distribution   
 

   - Question of trends (ICT, global 

markets, new markets) for innovation’s 

role for growth  

               

      Impacts on inclusiveness?  



Increased Value from “Democratising 
Innovation”? 

• Not only technical innovation is valuable & benefit of wider-

spread contributions 

• ICT-based opportunities: networks/platforms and reduction 

in “fixed costs”  

• Demand & smaller players/ entrepreneurs/grassroots 
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On the Importance of Being “Selective” 

• Concentration of production in global value chains / quest 

for competitiveness 

• Continued importance of scale for innovation (e.g. pharma) 
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• Successful 

growth 

trajectories of 

the past 
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Source: Bas, M. and C. Paunov (2014), The unequal effect of India’s industrial liberalization on firms’ decision to 

innovate: Do economic conditions matter?, OECD Science, Technology and Industry Working Paper [forthcoming].   

Business Conditions and Liberalization 

Effects on Indian Firms’ R&D Investments 

  
Economic 

development 
Financial 

development 
Knowledge and skills 

base 

  High  Low High Low High Low  

Liberalization*Smallest 
firms -0.123 -0.056 -0.084 -0.043 -0.091 -0.067 

  (0.088) (0.051) (0.064) (0.076) (0.113) (0.048) 

Liberalization*Largest 
firms 0.052 0.185*** 0.119 0.183** 0.073 0.177*** 

  (0.091) (0.059) (0.074) (0.074) (0.121) (0.050) 

Observations 7,597 8,610 8,277 7,930 4,792 11,415 

R-squared 0.27 0.33 0.33 0.27 0.32 0.29 

• Largest group of firms only benefits exceptionally from 

liberalization in less supportive environments 
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Source: Bas, M. and C. Paunov (2014), The unequal effect of India’s industrial liberalization on firms’ decision to 

innovate: Do economic conditions matter?, OECD Science, Technology and Industry Working Paper [forthcoming].   

Business Conditions and Liberalization Effects 
on Indian Firms’ R&D Investments 

• Largest group of firms only benefits exceptionally from 

liberalization in less supportive environments 

  
Economic 

development 
Financial 

development 
Knowledge and skills 

base 

  High  Low High Low High Low  

Liberalization*Smallest 
firms -0.123 -0.056 -0.084 -0.043 -0.091 -0.067 

  (0.088) (0.051) (0.064) (0.076) (0.113) (0.048) 

Liberalization*Largest 
firms 0.052 0.185*** 0.119 0.183** 0.073 0.177*** 

  (0.091) (0.059) (0.074) (0.074) (0.121) (0.050) 

Observations 7,597 8,610 8,277 7,930 4,792 11,415 

R-squared 0.27 0.33 0.33 0.27 0.32 0.29 
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Cases of Inclusive Innovation 

Mobile money 

3D printing from waste 

2000$ car 

“Assembly line” cataract 

operations 

Fuel from waste 

Community phone shop 

Products  

Services  

Well-being 

Entrepreneurship 

Off the grid electricity 

Pedal 

washing 

machine 

Challenge of scale 



Project Timeline 

               “Producing the         
                 evidence”:  

-  Consolidate 
following feedback 
from experts from 
March & July 2014 
Advisory Group 
meetings and 
Symposium 

Presentation of 
the work to the 
Committee”:  

- Validation and 
approval by the 
CSTP, 21-22 
October 2014;  

 

“Final report “: 

- Synthesize main 
findings into final 
publication 

“Defining the 
2015-16 phase of 
the project” : 

- Expansion of the 
group of countries 

- Country policy 
assessments 

- Creation of a 
community of 
practice 
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“High-level 
conference for 
report launch”:  

-  Launch of the 
publication at high-
level conference  
in India in 
February 2015  
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OECD Reviews of Innovation Policy 

• Completed: Luxembourg, 
Switzerland, New 
Zealand, South Africa, 
Chile, Norway, China, 
Hungary, Korea, Greece, 
Mexico, Russian 
Federation, Peru, 
Slovenia, Sweden, 
France, Netherlands 

• Ongoing : Malaysia 

• Regional reviews: 
Innovation in Southeast 
Asia 



The National Intellectual Property System and 

Impacts for Innovation 

• IP can have substantial impact on socio-economic 
development / innovation (“dynamic efficiency”, 
knowledge transfer of universities, licensing out) 

• Such impact depends on policy choices shaping the 
national IP system starting with policies for the legal 
quality of IP   

• It depends also on broader innovation policies, beyond 
IP per se, requiring pragmatic steps to address 
constraints & complexities in the  

      determinants and use of IP. 



Project Objective: Providing Possible 

Approaches  

• Project objectives are to support middle-income 
countries in strengthening contributions  of IP 
systems to innovation  

• Initial critical step = Develop a conceptual/policy 
framework  

• mapping actors, context, policies and 
interrelationships, and  

• identifying national IP policy principles for 
country analyses (A policy compass to navigate 
the map) 

• Implementation = Analysis of specific                        
systems (cases of Colombia and Indonesia) 



Conceptual Mapping for Analysing IP for 

Innovation  

Types of IPR 
(patents, utility models, trademarks, 

copyright, trade secrets, …)

Rationales of IP for innovation 
(incentives for invention, access to 

knowledge, access to finance, addressing 
information asymmetries, ….)

Innovation and IPR IP users

Leading “frontier” businesses

“Catching-up” businesses

Universities and public 
research institutes

Innovators in traditional and 
informal sectors

IP enforcement and 
litigation

Organisation of IP systems

IP skills and training

IP operations and 
procedures

IP law 
(substantive patent 

law, utility model law, 
trademark law, ….)

International dimensions 
(agreements and bodies)

Legal quality of IP

Fields of IP use

Innovation in biotechnology and 
pharmaceuticals

Innovation in agriculture

Creative industries

Innovation in ICT

Open innovation Competition 
(standards and IP, 
patent pools and 
antitrust, patent 

races, proliferation 
of patents)

IP, markets and diffusion

Open source

Licensing and 
markets for IP

IP and markets for 
finance

IP policies in the context of 
innovation

Governance of IP

Policy design 
(prioritization, compatibility and tradeoffs)

Characteristics of IP policies relative to 
others



• Connecting to relevant innovation policy worlds 

• Accessing relevant statistics and graphical tools 

• Accessing country policy information 



• Different types of IP use  

• Challenges with IP of 

differential nature  

• Complementary policies 

for commercialisation  

IP Systems and the Democratisation of 

Innovation 

• Identify differential IP policy issues for groups of 
innovators to maximise impacts 

Innovators in 
traditional and 

informal 
sectors 

“Catching-up“ 
businesses 

Leading 
“frontier“ 

businesses 

Research 
institutions 

and 
universities 



Needs to be Accompanied by Related 

Investments 

Source: OECD and WIPO Statistics Database 



Next Steps on IP  

• Ongoing project on Malaysia’s national IP system 

• Possibility of cross-country study, as follow-up 

to Innovation in Southeast Asia report focusing on 

IP:   

– Requires understanding feasibility & timeliness 

of study, country range  

– Topics & issues to be covered  

– Format of study for most substantial contribution 

to policy 
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More on the Projects 

http://oe.cd/inclusive    

http://oe.cd/ip-studies  

 

http://www.oecd.org/sti/innovation/reviews  

http://www.innovationpolicyplatform.org  

 

Overview of all activities:  

http://www.oecd.org/innovation/  
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