
I n n o v a t i o n  f o r  I n c l u s i v e  
D e v e l o p m e n t  

 
Nonhlanhla Mkhize 
OECD  Inclusive Growth 
Advisory Group Meeting 
24th October 2013, Istanbul 

 



Presentation Outline 

•  Introduction 
-  Background and policy context 
•  NDP 
-  Reducing inequality and eliminating poverty 
•  Policy and interventions: 
-  Industrial inequality 
-  Territorial inequality 
-  Social inclusiveness 
•  Region, Continent and Global cooperation 
•  Conclusion 
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Apartheid “legacy” 
-  Unequal distribution of assets, skewed distribution of 

income and employment 
-  Unequal opportunities amongst citizens, inequality in access 

to public services 
-  Segregated planning approaches and scattered residential 

and farming settlements without viable economic and social 
linkages to the more economically active areas of the 
country 

•  Poor or lack of access to socio-economic infrastructure 
and services, public amenities and government services 
(e.g. industrial parks lying idle especially in the former 
homeland areas) 
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Inequality in policy agenda 
•  Inequality a critical aspect of the policy agenda: 
-  Since 1994,  increased focus on inclusiveness 
-  Spatial and territorial inequality  
-  Gender and disability sensitive policies 
-  Research on inequality and innovation 
-  Human Capital Development 

•  Science, Technology and Innovation 
-  Ministerial Review on NSI landscape emphasized role of NSI in 

addressing inequality (public services and economic 
participation)  

•  Innovation for Inclusive Development* 
5 
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Pre-‐1994:	  
Exclusive	  NSI	  	  	  
1994:	  
Democra9c	  
elec9ons	  
1994:	  
Reconstruc9on	  
and	  
Development*	  	  

1996:	  
Cons9tu9on	  
(Bill	  of	  Rights)	  
	  
1996	  White	  
Paper	  on	  S&T	  
Addi9onal	  
innova9on	  and	  
funding	  
instruments	  eg.	  
NDA,	  GODISA,	  
Tshumisano	  

2000:	  	  MDGs	  
	  
2002	  Na9onal	  R&D	  
Strategy	  
-‐	  Centres	  of	  
Excellence	  
	  
2003	  Black	  
Economic	  
Empowerment	  Act	  
	  
2007:	  IPAP	  I	  (incl.	  
Africa	  focus)	  
	  
	  

2008	  Ten	  Year	  
Innova9on	  Plan	  
	  
2008:	  TIA	  
established	  
	  
2008:	  War	  on	  
Poverty	  
	  
2009:	  CRDP	  
	  
2009:	  New	  Growth	  
Path	  

2011	  Na9onal	  
Development	  Plan	  
	  
2012:	  Na9onal	  
Infrastructure	  Plan	  
	  
	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Key decisions: 1994 to date 



Science and Technology in national 
development 
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Vision:	  To	  create	  a	  
prosperous	  society	  

that	  derives	  enduring	  
and	  equitable	  benefits	  

from	  S&T	  	  

Mission:	  To	  develop,	  
manage	  and	  

coordinate	  an	  NSI	  that	  
will	  bring	  about	  	  
maximum	  human	  
capital,	  sustainable	  
economic	  growth	  and	  
improved	  quality	  of	  life	  



Government outcomes* 
•  Outcome 1: Quality basic 

education 
•  Outcome 2: Long and healthy 

life for all 
•  Outcome 3: Safety for all 
•  Outcome 4: Decent 

employment through 
inclusive growth 

•  Outcome 5:  Skilled and 
capable workforce for 
inclusive growth path 

•  Outcome 6:  Competitive 
and responsive economy 

•  Outcome 7: Rural 
Development 

•  Outcome 8: Sustainable 
Human Settlements 

•  Outcome 9: Local government 
•  Outcome 10: Protected and 

enhanced environmental 
assets and natural resources a 

•  Outcome 11:  Better South 
Africa, contribute to a better 
Africa and world 

•  Outcome 12:  An efficient 
public service 
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Examples of interventions 
Territorial inequality 
-  Incubation support 

programmes for SMME 
-  Industrial innovation 

support eg. SPII, THRIP 
-  Technology transfer and 

diffusion agencies 
-  Provincial innovation fora 
-  Community-University 

Partnerships (rural areas) 
-  University-Industry 

Partnerships 
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 Spatial inequality 
interventions 

•  Comprehensive Rural 
Development Programme 

•  Provincial Spatial 
Economic Development 
Strategies 

-  Poverty nodes 
-  Corridor development 
-  Cooperatives (with 

incentive schemes) 
 



Role of innovation in NDP 
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Key questions include: 
-  How can innovation 
foster long-term 
output growth and 
development? 
-  How can innovation 
align to principles of 
equity, non-racialism 
and non-sexism? 
-  How can innovation 
support regional and 
continental growth 
and development 
objectives? 



Innovation support instruments 
(examples) 

•  Industrial policy 
•  Research Chairs 
-  Human Capital Development 
-  University-Industry Partnerships 
•  Centres of Excellence  
•  Fiscal incentives (eg. R&D tax and Skills 

Development Levy and Innovation funding) 
•  Legal instruments 
•  Technology transfer and diffusion initiatives 
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Inclusive innovation  

•  Indigenous Knowledge Systems Policy* 
- National Recordal System for Indigenous Knowledge 
•  IP for informal sector* 
•  Research includes: 
-  Informal sector to informal economy? 
•  DST:  Innovation for inclusive development 
•  Jobs Fund 
•  Research networks (global and regional 

partnerships eg. OpenAir and GLOBELICS) 
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Social inclusiveness 
•  Social safety nets eg: 
-  EPWP and CWP 
-  Grants 
•  Technology transfer through demonstration projects 
-  e-Education, e-Health, Bioeconomy 
•  Sustainable Human Settlements 
-  Redesign - Alternative Building Technologies 
•  International cooperation 
-  SBS and GBS funding (EU funding 
•  Rewarding social innovators 
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Challenges and 
interventions… 

Current challenges: 
•  Up-scaling: 
-  Enabling public finance 

management system 
-  Responsive public 

procurement system 
•  Duplication of efforts 
•  Technology transfer and 

diffusion lessons 
•  Impact of NSI in 

inclusive development – 
bottom of the pyramid* 

Interventions: 
•  Outcomes-based 

approach 
•  Integrative and inclusive 

intervention design  
-  Government Clusters 

and MOUs 
-  Evidence-based policy 

dialogues 
•  New departments: 
-  DPME 
-  DWCPD 14 



Innovation for inclusive 
development strategic framework 

•  How can the NSI: 
-  better transfer technologies and 

knowledge to the poor and informal 
economy?  

-  be better receptive to grassroots 
innovation? 

-  provide sustainable alternative 
service delivery solutions? 

-  enhance the capabilities of 
institutions to leverage innovations 
for inclusive development? 

•  Innovation for Inclusive 
Development Fund* 
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Region, Continent and Globe 
•  Cooperation: 
-  BRICS 
-  Bilateral and 

Multilateral agreements 
-  Research: regional and 

global networks 
-  S&T (eg. SKA) 
-  Human Capital 

Development 
•  Trade and Investment 
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An approach to change…. 
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Thank  you 
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