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SWEDEN

1. General policy framework

Important recent documents are the following.

− The Swedish National Innovation System – A Quantitative Study.

− Swedish Industry and industrial Policy 1998.

− Swedish Industry and industrial Policy 1999.

− Certain research issues. A summary of government bill 1998/99:94.

Technology Foresight is a national project which brings together a large number of actors from the
knowledge community to discuss the best way of promoting the long–term interplay between technical,
economic and social processes.

The project is organised by the Royal Swedish Academy of Engineering Sciences (IVA), the Swedish
National Board for Industrial and Technical Development (NUTEK), the Swedish Foundation for Strategic
Research and the Federation of Swedish Industries, and is conducted in close co-operation with
government, industry, and other interested parties.

More info is available at http://www.iva.se/tekniskframsyn/

2. Policies related to the recommendations of the TPJ report

2.1 Reforms to and support of the science base

In late 1998, a public report from a parliamentary commission on the future role of research was published.
This report recommended that academic research should be given greater autonomy at the expense of
mission–oriented research. The degree and mode of co–operation between academic research and society
at large was declared as harmful for quality and, in the long run, for competitiveness. This report led to a
great controversy on the governing principles of research funding between defenders of “free academic
research” and defenders of mission–oriented research respectively.

In the Government bill on Some research issues (prop. 1998/99: 94) the Government’s reaction to the
proposals was presented. The proposals regarding the central organisation of R&D funding were to be
further investigated. As for the role of the state in matters of R&D, the bill stated that the state should carry
a special responsibility for basic research, research education and the safe–guarding of the autonomy of
research. However, in a broader perspective, its role should also concern the promotion of mission-oriented
R&D in support of the development of other societal sectors, “when such promotion is of great importance
for the development and public funding is legitimate”. Two public commissions were given the task to
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further investigate the future structure of the R&D funding system, one commission under the Ministry of
Industry, Employment and Communications and the other under the Ministry of Education and Science. In
parallel there is a commission on the future organisation and principles for government support to SMEs.
All three commissions delivered their proposals in December 1999. They will form the basis for
Government bills on research and on industrial policy during the year 2000.

2.2 Links between science and industry (covered by the TIP group)

2.3 Technology diffusion and networking

The most evident trend in Swedish innovation policy is the regionalisation of industrial, innovation and, to
a certain degree, research policy. The concept of a “regional industrial policy” was presented in a
Government bill on Regional policy (Regional Growth – for Employment and Welfare, 1997/98:62) in
early 1998. The objective of this policy was formulated as stimulating sustainable economic growth on the
basis of the unique features of each region, in order to contribute to a larger number of growing enterprises
and an increase in employment.

Agreements on regional growth, to be launched in 2000, will become the principal instrument to
co-ordinate the various policies concerned by this objective, but also to explore new approaches to the
promotion of regional and local industrial development. Regional partnerships (groups comprising
representatives of municipalities, local business associations, universities and colleges, and regional
authorities) play an important role in the drafting and implementation of the action programmes.

The EU Structural Funds Programme has in part served as a model for the structure of the action
programme which constitutes the basis for the agreements. Furthermore, it is expected that the EU
structural fund programmes will be integrated with the regional action programmes in the next EU budget
period.


