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Rational and objective 
 

Background  

 
The Programme of Innovation, Higher Education and Research for Development was initiated by the OECD in 2011 
with the support of Sweden. The overall objective of the programme is to increase the coordination and coherence of 
public investments in innovation, higher education and research to support development. This challenge has been 
addressed through commissioned studies and expert meetings involving cutting edge scholars, institutional leaders 
and policy makers across the world. The objective for OECD/IHERD programme is now to share the results and 
findings of the work. Another objective with this meeting is to explore possibilities for future cooperation between 
Nordic countries in this field. It is against this background, OECD organises an Expert Meeting in partnership with the 
Swedish Research Council (VR) and Sida on the implications of the changing global landscape in innovation, higher 
education and research for development.  

 

Shifting research and innovation policy landscape  

Today there is a consensus amongst the world’s leaders that public investment in innovation, R&D and higher 
education is a core source of economic development. How countries invest in knowledge generation and skills 
development ultimately determines their ability to take advantage of new opportunities arising from globalisation and 
to manage risk at the society level. These opportunities can, however, only be seized if countries apply an integrated 
approach to research, higher education and innovation.  
 
One of the most significant developments in research and innovation policy is the heightened importance and means 
of international collaboration. International collaboration has moved from being an optional issue to an imperative for 
achieving national research and innovation policy goals. Furthermore, the nature of collaboration has changed: 
previously, international collaboration focused almost exclusively on the research community and on mobility; at 
present, international collaboration includes cooperation among research funders (e.g. through joint programming 
and ERA-NET instruments). Several emerging economies such as Brazil, India and South Africa are employing 
international collaboration instruments aimed at South-South collaboration.  
 
The University remains the best producer of self-renewing knowledge-producing capacity. It is also better at indirect, 
long-term knowledge capacity building than at direct short term knowledge application, at which many other 
institutions of the knowledge economy such as non-governmental organisations, think-tanks etc are far more efficient. 
However, these institutions are dependent upon a vibrant university sector from which they draw their knowledge 
generative capacity. This is why a vibrant secondary knowledge production landscape only occurs successfully in 
counties which have a high quality research producing university sector.  
 
In general, universities in developing countries lack research capacity and its does not make a substantial contribution 
to new knowledge production. Many governments give the mandate to universities in developing countries to focus 
on education of the next generation of state or civil service functionaries and do not give priority to research. When 
the government suggest reforms of universities they focus on issues that are perceived as relevant for the society and 
they assume that there is a direct relation between research and development.  

 
 

Financing of research and the role of development assistance  

Globalisation of higher education and research has had the effect of increasing the difficulty of distinguishing 
development assistance to research from other types of funding mechanisms for research. Traditionally, development 
assistance and innovation and research have been two separate policy fields but there are indications that this is 
changing as an effect of the increased internationalisation of research and innovation. These changes call for the need 
to increase the understanding of how these two fields inform each other since a lack of coherence across research 
policy and development assistance poses the that measures or decisions in a given sphere will counteract or nullify 
the government’s attempts in another.  
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An official international definition on what development assistance to research encapsulates is currently missing but 

in principle support include support measures to improve:  

 

 Countries’ ability to design, implement and use research  

 Research as a component of addressing specific socio-economic objectives and innovation  

 Research relevant for development  
 Commissioned research to inform development assistance policies and programmes  

 

There are few partners in development assistance that provides holistic long-term support with the view to improving 

country research systems and institutions in Africa, Asia and Latin America. The increased pressure to demonstrate 

measurable results showing how research benefit socio economic progress, has had the effect that it is increasingly 

difficult for funders of research to engage in long-term cooperation.  

 

Against the shifting global landscape in higher education and research, the objective of this Nordic expert meeting is to 

explore and discuss the following issues:  

 

 What are the trends for the support to higher education and research in development cooperation? 
 What lessons have been learnt from applying different approaches to support capacity building of research 

and higher education in development cooperation?  
 What are the strategic options at policy and institutional levels for supporting research capacity? 
 What are the possibilities for future Nordic cooperation?  

 
Participation by invitation, targeted participants are: 

 Policy-makers and policy-shapers of higher education, research and innovation policies.  

 Development assistance agencies supporting higher education and research.  

 Research funding organisations supporting research that is relevant for development.  

 Academics in the fields of innovation, higher education and research for development.  

 

Contacts: Ms. Åsa Olsson, Email: asa.olsson@oecd.org  

  

mailto:asa.olsson@oecd.org
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Relevant reports for the meeting:  
 

 The evolving path for strengthening research and innovation policy for development - Places 
development assistance to research in a broader context and describes the research funding landscape in 
foreign aid assistance.  
 

 Report on research funding instruments and modalities - Defines and describes key funding instruments 
used to provide public support for research and innovation and analyse their impact on key policy issues.  
 

 Synthesis report on Centre of Excellence as a tool for capacity-building? Presents necessary 
requirements on policy and institutional levels for making Centres of Excellence a viable tool for developing 
robust teaching, research and innovation capacities. In addition to the overall report two case studies are 
available, notably India and South Africa.  
 

 Increasing the effectiveness of research and innovation management - presents strategies and options 
that developing countries could adopt to address knowledge and skills gaps and build capacity for more 
effective research and innovation management based on experiences from Cambodia, Vietnam, Malaysia and 
Thailand, which were presented and discussed at an Expert meeting in Kuala Lumpur in February 2013.  
 

 Challenges and opportunities to increase knowledge production – presents some of the results of the 
Higher Education Research and Advocacy Network in Africa (HERANA), which was established in 2008 with 
funding support from the US Foundation Partnership (Ford, Carnegie, Rockefeller and Kresge) and the 
Norwegian Agency for Research and Development (NORAD). The network is managed by the Centre for 
Higher Education Transformation (CHET) in South Africa and currently has more than 50 participating 
academics and university administrators from Africa, Europe and the US.  

 
 
The reports described above could be found here on the IHERD web page: http://www.oecd.org/iherd  

  

http://www.oecd.org/sti/Challenges%20and%20opportunities%20to%20increase%20knowledge%20production-%20Draft-%20Nico%20Cloete.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/iherd
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Agenda 
10.00-10.30 Registration and coffee  

10.30-10.50 Welcoming session  

 The meeting opens and welcome remarks are provided by the organisers.  

Ms. Åsa Olsson, IHERD Programme Manager, Country Studies Outlook Division, Directorate of 
Science, Technology and Industry, OECD 

Ms. Lena Johansson de Château, Research Advisor, Research Cooperation Unit, Department for 
Global Cooperation, Sida  

Ms. Kerstin Sahlin, Secretary General of Humanities and Social Sciences, Swedish Research 
Council (VR)  

10.50-12.20 Session I: What are the policies for the support to higher education 
and research in development cooperation? 

 Introduction 

Traditionally, support to research and higher education in development cooperation has not been a 

priority area for most bilateral and multilateral funders. This is also reflected by the fact that an 

agreed international definition on what research in development assistance encapsulates is missing. 

As a consequence, it is difficult to get an overview of the landscape of development assistance to 

research. From the perspective of developing countries, the introduction of the knowledge economy 

has had the effect that higher education and research are now integrated in countries 

macroeconomic development policies, which provides opportunities for partners in development 

cooperation to support capacity building in higher education and research in line with developing 

countries priorities.  

Key questions:  

 What are the global trends in development assistance to research and higher education?  

 What different practices exist for strengthening capacity building in development 
assistance?  

 What are the comparative advantages and the limitations of development assistance for 
research?  

 How do Nordic countries contribute to capacity building of higher education and research 
in development assistance based on current strategies?   

 Moderator: Ms. Rebecca Oliver, Tällberg Foundation Associate and Co-ordinator, Global 
Secretariat Bid. Future Earth, Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, Sweden  

Presentations:  

Global overview  
Ms. Åsa Olsson and Ms. Natalie Cooke, OECD, Country Studies Outlook, Directorate for 
Science Technology and Industry, on the IHERD study on The evolving path for strengthening 
research and innovation policy for development  

Nordic perspectives on capacity building:  
Ms. Anna-Karin Norling, Senior Research Advisor, Research Cooperation Unit, Department for 
Global Cooperation, Sida  

Ms. Marianne Rönkä, Programme Officer, Development Research and Higher Education 
Cooperation, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Finland 

Ms. Maria-Pia de Palo, Technical Advisor, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark, Danida  

Ms. Anne Wetlesen, Senior Adviser, Department for Global Health, Education and Research, 
Norad 

12.20- 13.20 Lunch  
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13.20-14.50 
Session II: What are the strategic options at policy and institutional 
levels for supporting research capacity? 

 

There are different ways to manage research and innovation within universities and public 

research institutions, reflecting system-wide and institutional-specific factors. Although there is 

no single model, critical factors include ‘high response speed to external opportunities, a high 

level of devolution of responsibilities, devolved operational responsibilities, a high level of 

flexibility in allocating resources (including academic staff), a sufficient “critical mass” in 

organisational units, an interdisciplinary research support structure, powerful, visionary 

leadership and an institutionally coordinated senior officer and autonomous and accountable 

managers. Universities require a framework to deal with the legal and ethical issues involved in 

research, as well as mechanisms for quality assurance and resource allocation.  

The challenge for policy makers and institutional leaders is to build the skills and expertise of the 

research and innovation leaders and managers to help them ensure that the research resources 

available to institutions are effectively deployed and managed. What type of funding instruments 

and modalities can be used to achieve these policy objectives?  

Key questions:  

 What measures could be taken to promote coherence between support to innovation and 

research on the one hand, and other development support policies on the other hand?  

 What are the requirements and to what extent is centre of excellence a funding approach 

that developing countries  

 

Moderator: Mr. Benjamin Buclet, Head of Capacity Building Department, Institute for 
Research and Development, IRD, who will also present the main findings from IHERD expert 
meetings with a particular focus on management of innovation and research policies at policy 
and institutional levels.  

Presentations:  

Trends in research funding mechanisms and research management:  
Mr. Nico Cloete, Director, Center for Higher Education Policy Studies, South Africa, on 
Challenges and opportunities to increase knowledge production 

Ms. Merle Jacob, Director, Research Policy Institute, Lund University, on the IHERD study on 
Public research funding instruments and modalities 

Mr. Tomas Hellström, Professor of Innovation, Entrepreneurship and Knowledge Creation, 
Lund University, on the IHERD study on Centres of Excellence as a tool for capacity building? 

Commentator  

Mr. Kenneth Abrahamsson, Adjunct professor, Luleå university of technology, Sweden 

Discussion 

14.50-15.05 Coffee  

http://www.oecd.org/sti/Challenges%20and%20opportunities%20to%20increase%20knowledge%20production-%20Draft-%20Nico%20Cloete.pdf
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15.05-16.00 
Session III: What lessons have been learnt from applying different 
approaches to support capacity building of research and higher 
education in development cooperation? 

 
 

Introduction  

There are three levels in the overall coordination structures of research systems and its 

institutions: ‘the overall system, the institution and the academic community’. The 

characteristics of these levels combine in different ways to form three distinct or ‘ideal types’ 

of coordination based on state authority, market or academic authority. These broad 

coordination structures ‘define the role of institutional leaders, academic senates, individual 

faculty, central administration, and external stakeholders. Over the last couple of decades, 

the shift in many OECD countries has been away from state or academic authority towards 

that of the market. However, in many developing countries the state authority is still 

dominant. Against this background, what approaches are commonly used by development 

cooperation partners to contribute to capacity building so that individuals, organisations and 

systems are able to perform appropriate functions efficiently, effectively and sustainably?  

During this session development cooperation partners will present different programmes that 

have supported individuals, groups, institutions and government and present lessons learnt 

from the various approaches.  

Key questions:  

 What are the opportunities and challenges of the different approaches to support 

individuals, groups, research organisations or governmental reforms? 

 In OECD countries, the general trend has been to move away from non-

competitive institutional allocations and instead support excellent individuals 

through competitive funding mechanisms. How and in what way does this policy 

trend influence development cooperation? 

 

Moderator: Mr. Tomas Kjellqvist, Blekinge Institute of Technology, Sweden 

Presentations:  

Ms. Hannah Akuffo, Acting Head of Unit, Sida´s research cooperation on Research capacity 
strengthening in the context of universities – a Swedish perspective 

Ms. Edle Hamre, Director, Norad, Norwegian Programme for Capacity Development in 
Higher Education and Research for Development (NORHED)  

Ms. Anna Vallstedt Haeger, Research Officer, Department of research funding, VR 

Ms. Kaija Pajala, Programme Manager, Centre for International Mobility CIMO 

16.00-16.20 Session IV: Opportunities for Nordic cooperation  

 

 

 

 

Moderator: Ms. Merle Jacob, Director, Research Policy Institute, Lund University  

Presentations:  

Ms. Hannah Akuffo, Acting Head of Unit, Sida´s research cooperation unit, Department for 
Global Cooperation, Sida  

Ms. Edle Hamre, Director, Norad, Norwegian Programme for Capacity Development in 
Higher Education and Research for Development (NORHED)  

Ms. Marianne Rönkä, Programme Officer, Development Research and HE Cooperation, 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Finland 

16.20-16.30 Closing session  

 

Ms. Åsa Olsson, IHERD Programme Manager, Country Studies Outlook Division, Directorate 
of Science, Technology and Industry, OECD  

Ms. Lena Johansson de Château, Research Advisor, Research Cooperation Unit, Department 
for Global Cooperation, Sida  

 


