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COVID-19 health situation – December 2020/January 2021 
• After a sharp increase in the number of coronavirus infections in late October, the epidemiological 

situation in Croatia progressively worsened. The number of new cases reached record high levels 
mid-December, with up to 4 620 new daily cases. The situation began to stabilize towards the end of 
the year, and on 27 January, 857 new cases were recorded. The number of total cases up to date 
stands at 230 359. 

• On 29 December, central Croatia was struck by a magnitude 6.4 earthquake, causing casualties and 
severe material damage. The earthquake was the second one to hit Croatia in 2020, after the Zagreb 
earthquake in March, and has added to the difficulty of tackling the pandemic. 

Evolution of active cases in Croatia 

 
Source: Worldometers.info 

 

 

https://www.koronavirus.hr/najnovije/857-novih-slucajeva-u-protekla-24-sata-u-bolnicama-ukupno-1-381-osoba/35
https://www.koronavirus.hr/najnovije/857-novih-slucajeva-u-protekla-24-sata-u-bolnicama-ukupno-1-381-osoba/35
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/29/world/europe/croatia-earthquake.html
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Policy reactions – January 2021  
Measures to slow the spread of the virus and support the health system 

• Croatia is participating in the joint EU vaccine procurement. As of 19 January, Croatia ordered 5.6 
million doses of vaccine from four producers (AstraZeneca/Oxford, Johnson&Johnson/Janssen, 
Pfizer/BioNTech, and Moderna), and negotiations of additional orders are ongoing. Currently ordered 
amounts are expected to assure vaccination of 2.8 million people, accounting for more than 65% of 
total population. 

• The vaccination plan is divided into 3 phases: during the first phase, which began on 27 December, 
vaccination is planned for health workers and nursing homes residents, in the second phase for 
people with chronic diseases, and in the third phase for the entire population. The government plans 
to vaccinate the majority of the at risk population, or about 1 million people, by April 2021. Following 
the earthquake, priority vaccination was also conducted for population in temporary collective 
accommodation and emergency services in affected areas. As of 14 January, more than 38 000 
people received the vaccine. 

• In the first two weeks of January, two shipments of additional sanitary equipment (facemasks, suits) 
arrived in Croatia, raising the amount of the governement’s investment in equipment to around 1.4 
million EUR in 2021. 

• As of 28 November, the organisation of public events and funerals gathering more than 25 
participants, and private gatherings with more than ten participants from two households are 
prohibited. Weddings are not allowed. It is recommended for religious ceremonies not to take place 
within the places of worship. The measures will remain in place until 31 January. 

• Bars, restaurants, nightclubs and fitness centres remain closed. Sport practice and competitions are 
not allowed, except for the highest level professional athletes. All stores are obliged to respect limits 
determining maximum number of customers on site. 

• The wearing of facemasks is mandatory in open spaces, in cases where adequate physical distance 
cannot be assured. As of 28 November, wearing the facemask in public transport is mandatory, while 
the number of passengers cannot exceed 40% of total capacity. 

• As of 30 November and until 31 January, all passengers entering Croatia from the Schengen area, 
except for those on the ECDC green list, must provide a negative PCR test not older than 48 hours 
upon entry. In December, the application of these conditions was extended to residents of third (non-
Schengen) countries listed in the EU Council Recommendation (EU 2020/2169). Other third country 
residents entering directly from third countries, may only enter Croatia upon justification of personal 
or professional reasons. As of 13 January, passengers entering from countries in which the expansion 
of the new type of coronavirus is noted need to provide a negative PCR test and observe a 14-day 
quarantine upon entry. 

• The school year started in September, with schools being able to choose the mode of instruction 
(between physical, mixed and distance learning). Over 92% of schools chose the first mode, i.e. in-
classroom, presence-based education in September, with this share decreasing to around 78% as of 
22 October. Following a prolonged winter break, the second school semester started on 18 January, 
with new measures being introduced. Sudents in grades one to four of elementary school and the 
final grade of high school resumed with physical learning, while all other students follow a distance 
learning mode. The beginning of the second semester in some schools in areas affected by the 
earthquake is further postponed. 

 

https://www.koronavirus.hr/uputa-priprema-za-cijepljenje-protiv-covid-19-884/884
https://www.koronavirus.hr/uputa-priprema-za-cijepljenje-protiv-covid-19-884/884
https://www.koronavirus.hr/uputa-priprema-za-cijepljenje-protiv-covid-19-884/884
https://vlada.gov.hr/vijesti/do-kraja-travnja-plan-nam-je-procijepiti-vecinu-ugrozene-populacije/31310
https://vlada.gov.hr/vijesti/beros-od-subote-cijepimo-ljude-u-potresom-pogodjenom-podrucju/31191
https://vlada.gov.hr/vijesti/hrvatska-ima-najveci-dvotjedni-pad-novozarazenih-u-europskoj-uniji-vlada-je-povecala-narudzbe-cjepiva/31306
https://vlada.gov.hr/vijesti/hrvatska-ima-najveci-dvotjedni-pad-novozarazenih-u-europskoj-uniji-vlada-je-povecala-narudzbe-cjepiva/31306
https://vlada.gov.hr/vijesti/hrvatska-nabavila-dodatne-kolicine-zastitne-opreme/31302
https://www.koronavirus.hr/ogranicavanje-okupljanja-i-druge-nuzne-epidemioloske-mjere-i-preporuke/870
https://www.koronavirus.hr/privremena-zabrana-i-ogranicenje-prelaska-preko-granicnih-prijelaza-rh/733
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/covid-19/situation-updates/weekly-maps-coordinated-restriction-free-movement
https://vlada.gov.hr/vijesti/nove-mjere-za-ulazak-u-hrvatsku-iz-drzava-s-novim-sojem-virusa/31290
https://vlada.gov.hr/vijesti/predsjednik-vlade-92-7-posto-skola-izabralo-model-a-cijela-priprema-je-bila-kvalitetna-i-pravodobna/30307
https://vlada.gov.hr/vijesti/fuchs-nastava-se-i-dalje-odrzava-u-skolama/30668
https://vlada.gov.hr/vijesti/fuchs-nastava-se-i-dalje-odrzava-u-skolama/30668
https://mzo.gov.hr/vijesti/nastava-18-sijecnja-za-ucenike-nizih-razreda-osnovnih-i-za-maturante-licem-u-lice/4124
https://mzo.gov.hr/vijesti/nastava-18-sijecnja-za-ucenike-nizih-razreda-osnovnih-i-za-maturante-licem-u-lice/4124
https://vlada.gov.hr/vijesti/fuchs-moguca-i-dodatna-odgoda-nastave-na-potresom-stradalom-podrucju/31324
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Economic support measures 

• The Ministy of Labour and Pension System extended its employment subsidies programme until the 
end of February. The measure was first introduced in March 2020 to cover salaries of full-time and 
part-time workers (with a monthly amount of up to 4 000 HRK per worker), as well as part of fixed 
costs of employers in sectors affected by the pandemic. Eligible companies are the ones who 
experienced a significant (40%+) decrease in revenues, or had to discontinue their economic activities 
due to imposed measures. In addition, it will apply in the maximum amount to all companies in areas 
where the state of natural disaster was declared following the earthquake. 

 

Economic impact and outlook 
Macroeconomic data 

• Croatian economy was hit hard by the pandemic. The European Commission Autumn Economic 
Forecast estimated a recession of around 9.6% GDP in 2020 (vs. 2.9% in 2019), driven mainly by fall 
in the tourism sector, domestic consumption and difficulties in exports. According to the Ministry of 
Finance, an optimistic growth of 5% of GDP is forecasted in 2021, driven by the increase in domestic 
demand, with Croatia strongly relying on EU funds in a future plan for post-pandemic economic 
recovery. 

• The Croatian Employment Institute counted around 150 000 unemployed persons in December 2020, 
which represents a 21.3% increase in the number of registered unemployed compared to December 
2019. 

Fiscal and financial data 

• As a consequence of economic slowdown and expansive fiscal measures aimed at mitigating the 
impact of the pandemic, the Ministry of Finance estimated the budget deficit to be at 8% of GDP in 
2020, following a rather balanced budget in the previous year. According to the same forecast 
published in autumn 2020, the Ministry expected the budget deficit to decrease to 2.9% of GDP in 
2021. The public debt was projected to reach 87.3% of GDP in 2020, and decrease by two percentage 
points in 2021. The effects of the destructive earthquake that occurred in December 2020 and 
subsequent government spending for supporting the affected areas are still to be taken into account 
in possible adjustments of the given projections. 

• The HRK-EUR exchange rate, which plummeted at the onset of the crisis (from 0.1343 to 0.1311 
between February and April), has regained some value but has not yet reached its pre-crisis level (as 
of October it is at 0.132, although fluctuations have been observed). The government confirmed that 
the envisaged date of entering the euro area remains 1 January 2023. The Zagreb Stock Exchange’s 
main indicator, CROBEX, lost over 27% of its value in the first month of the crisis. It has, however, 
regained some of its lost value and its stabilisation in July has been followed by slow growth. On 27 
January 2021 the index was worth around 87% of its 2020 value. 

 

All previously published COVID-19 notes for Croatia can be accessed here 

 

 

https://mjera-orm.hzz.hr/potpora-za-ocuvanje-radnih-mjesta-sijecanj-veljaca/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/economic-performance-and-forecasts/economic-performance-country/croatia/economic-forecast-croatia_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/economic-performance-and-forecasts/economic-performance-country/croatia/economic-forecast-croatia_en
https://mfin.gov.hr/UserDocsImages/dokumenti/proracun/2021/1.%20Obrazlo%C5%BEenje%20Dr%C5%BEavnog%20prora%C4%8Duna%20Republike%20Hrvatske%20za%202021.%20i%20projekcija%20za%202022.%20i%202023..pdf
https://mfin.gov.hr/UserDocsImages/dokumenti/proracun/2021/1.%20Obrazlo%C5%BEenje%20Dr%C5%BEavnog%20prora%C4%8Duna%20Republike%20Hrvatske%20za%202021.%20i%20projekcija%20za%202022.%20i%202023..pdf
https://www.hzz.hr/content/stats/1220/HZZ_Mjesecna_statistika_12_2020.pdf
https://mfin.gov.hr/UserDocsImages/dokumenti/proracun/2021/1.%20Obrazlo%C5%BEenje%20Dr%C5%BEavnog%20prora%C4%8Duna%20Republike%20Hrvatske%20za%202021.%20i%20projekcija%20za%202022.%20i%202023..pdf
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/stats/policy_and_exchange_rates/euro_reference_exchange_rates/html/eurofxref-graph-hrk.en.html
https://vlada.gov.hr/vijesti/ciljni-datum-uvodjenja-eura-i-dalje-ostaje-1-sijecnja-2023/31189
https://zse.hr/default.aspx?id=44102&index=CROBEX
http://www.oecd.org/south-east-europe/COVID-19-Crisis-in-Croatia-archive.pdf
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employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries. 

This document and any map included herein are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the delimitation 
of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area. 

The use of this work, whether digital or print, is governed by the Terms and Conditions to be found at 
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