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 “Without a vision the people perish”.

 It is somewhat odd that political leaders , policy makers direct so many 
resources to security, diplomacy and defence without a clear vision of 
what peace is  and how it might be measured. Like pornography it is 
assumed that we will know peace when we see it. What this means is 
that the powerful define peace to suit their interests.

 Many reasons for this: peace is a process, it is a quality of relationships; 
it is   never finally attained. States and peoples move in and out of 
peacefulness depending on what internal and external conditions 
prevail.

 It is  imperative,however, that “we”, citizens, CSOs, social movements, 
decision makers and  politicians  conceptualize peace more  explicitly 
and clearly so that  we have some understanding of  its external and 
internal drivers  and can mainstream peace and conflict sensitivity into   
inter personal, inter group, inter and intra organisational, community, 
national and trans national relationships. 



 Negative Peace : Peace is the absence of war or 
widespread organised violence. [It can also be 
extended to non-organised violence too].This peace 
can occur under diverse regime types-autocratic as 
well as democratic.

 Positive Peace: Peace flows from cultures and 
institutions directed towards the elimination of 
structural (indirect) violence as well as direct violence. 
There is a bias towards what could be called cultures 
and institutions of peace.



 The GPI seeks to address some of the drivers of negative peace

 2009 index ranks 144 nations, compared with 140 in 2008 and 
121 in 2007

 according to their relative states of peace

 using 23 indicators

 tested against 33 potential drivers or determinants of peace

 to provide a platform for the discussion of the nature of peace 
and the conditions that appear to be most likely to propagate it



States of peace



The ten nations most at peace 

 1. New Zealand

 2. Denmark

 2. Norway

 4. Iceland

 5. Austria

 6. Sweden

 7. Japan

 8. Canada 

 9.  Finland

 10. Slovenia



The ten nations least at peace 

 144. Iraq

 143. Afghanistan

 142. Somalia

 141. Israel

 140. Sudan

 139. Democratic Republic of the Congo

 138. Chad

 137. Pakistan

 136. Russia

 135. Zimbabwe



 France 30

 United Kingdom 35

 China 74

 USA 83

 Russia 136

 These are the states entrusted with maintaining the 
peace and security of the world. What is their vision of 
peace?



 Increased score for political stability post election-
National Govt not as precarious as Labour

 Safety and security variables –are internationally 
positive-low homicide rate, high respect for human 
rights.

 %age  in jail higher than most Nordic nations - but we 
score better on  links to neighbouring countries and 
we receive very low scores for measures of 
militarisation –milex 1.07% of GDP-- and we  do not 
export major conventional weapons 

 Extremely low levels of corruption



 New Zealanders have a positive self image as clean, 
green, and nuclear free-even if the realities sometime 
contradict the image.

 Strong popular desire for New Zealand to be seen as a 
good global citizen.

 High levels of empathy,altruism, and compassion and 
strong sense of community.

 None of these drivers flowed from statistical analysis 
though-they flowed from political will and a particular 
“social imaginary”



 The power to impose your vision of the world upon others is what 
Bourdieu (1985) calls “symbolic struggle” over the cultural production 
of meaning.  It is a struggle over the way that we imagine ourselves, 
include and exclude, it is about the power to produce human reality 
and to “determine, delimit, and define the always open meaning of the 
present (Bourdieu, 1985, p. 728).  

 , “To change the world, one has to change the ways of world-making” 
(Bordieu 1989, p. 23). 

 The OECD has a powerful way of imposing its vision in meetings such 
as this. This is why we need to know its view of peace and justice and 
sustainable development. 

 If we cannot capture”popular” imagination with what is presented to us 
in the world of stats ,however,through the world of the measurable, we 
need to retain the right to present a vision based on values, norms, 
poetry, music and diverse cultural and political traditions. The things 
that speak to people’s real condition-the human condition.



1. Well functioning, effective and legitimate government

2. Freedom of the press-High Levels of Tolerance

3. Extent of regional integration

4. Levels of inclusion and equality

5. Life expectancy

6. High participation rates in primary schooling

7. Women in parliament



1. Electoral processes-Act as Dividers as well as Unifiers

2. Hostility towards foreigners

3. GDP per capita: funding tools of conflict

4. Extent religion is intertwined in politics

5. High Levels of Corruption or Perception of 
Corruption.



 It is important that states and people have a clear 
vision of what peace is. To buttress this vision it’s

 Critical to maintain openness and tolerance towards 
others.

 Grapple with Corruption and mistrust

 Enhance public roles for women

 Stamp out prejudice and bias whenever it manifests 
itself.

 Promote policies of inclusion, justice and equity at 
every opportunity-especially with youth



 Importance of maintaining the focus on Youth.

 Where the proportion of adults aged 15-29 exceeds 
40% this more than doubles the  risk of civil war. 
Where the youth population exceeds 50% there is a 
50/50 chance of a civil war. [R. Cincotta 2005]



 Reach out to those you fear/

 Touch the heart of complexity/

 Imagine beyond what is seen/

 Risk vulnerability one step at a time

 John Paul Lederach


