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Can The Global Project 
on Measuring the Progress of 

Societies assist the MDG 
process?
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• We are what we measure

• We value what we measure

• We manage what we measure

Who Cares About Indicators?



• For 60 years Gross Domestic Product has been the 
dominant way in which the world has measured and 
understood progress. This approach has failed to 
explain many of the factors that impact most on 
people’s lives.

“We have to start measuring welfare, not just output” 

Angel Gurria, OECD Secretary General, 2007 

Are We What We Measure?



• Will discuss economic, social and environmental 
concerns

• Will discuss where a society has come from and 
where it is heading

• Will talk about the links between important aspects 
of life

A Set of Progress Measures …



• Redefine progress and development

• Help ensure that each society protects what is precious 
to them as they progress: if you can’t measure it, you 
can’t manage it

• Reach agreement on the (political) ends we want to 
achieve – thereby focussing debate on the means to 
achieve them

• Promote accountability and the political economy of 
reform

Measuring Progress Can Help



• The Global Project on aims to foster the development of 
sets of key economic, social and environmental 
indicators to provide a comprehensive picture of how 
the well-being of a society is evolving and seeks to 
encourage each society to consider in an informed way 
the crucial question: is life getting better?

• Brings together the large and growing movement that 
seeks to understand and measure progress. 

• The Global Project is the first systematic global effort to 
go “beyond GDP” by enabling and promoting new ways 
to measure societal progress

Why a Global Project ?



• National initiatives: Australia, US, Ireland, South Africa, Finland, 
Hungary, Italy, Canada, Netherlands, etc.

• International Association of Supreme Auditors
• Local initiatives: 

– US: Community Indicators Consortium
– EU: Council of Europe
– UK: Young Foundation and the NEF
– France: FAIR
– Italy: Sbilanciamoci
– Latin America: Como Vamos

• Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative
• International Society for Quality of Life Studies
• World Women’s Forum
• WEF Global Council “Benchmarking the progress of societies”

A Growing Movement



• Three main streams of work:
– What to measure?
– How to measure? 
– Ensure that measures are used

• Build a partnership with international national and 
local organisations, foundations, etc. 

• Partners: WB, UNDP, UNICEF, IADB, AfDB, EC, 
INTOSAI, UNESCWA, UNESCAP

• Associates: national and international organisations, 
NGOs, universities, etc.

The Global Project on 
Measuring the Progress of Societies



How to Measure?
• Selecting indicators of progress is (mainly) a 

technical issue
• We are developing best practices

What to Measure?
• Defining what progress looks like is a political issue.

We can advise on how to set up a process that is 
legitimate and reflects the share values of a society. 
But the choice belongs to the society.

The Global Project Philosophy



Will be revisited and reconsidered before 2015 ... So 
what questions will be asked?

No idea… but you might hope some of the following 
will be tabled.

• Does the world have the right goals for 
‘development “ (indeed what does ‘development’ 
mean)?

• What is missing from the current set of goals?
• Are we measuring them in the best way – are the 

indicators appropriate?

The MDGs post 2015



• What new data do we need – where are the priorities 
for new data collection?

• Who should decided all this and how?
• Are the indicators supported enough?
• How could their communication be improved to 

make them more effective?

The MDGs in 2015



Background - from the global conversation about 
what progress/development means

Informing politicians – with grassroots opinions about 
what their societies see as progress/development 

Developing smarter measures of progress that better 
encapsulate genuine progress in areas of concern

Could the Global Project Assist?



• Developing and seeking consensus for brand new 
measures of progress for emerging issues (eg 
vulnerability, good governance)

• Improving communication and dissemination of 
indicators

• Broadening ownership of the indicators within and 
between societies

Could the Global Project Assist?



• Who will decide on the process for discussing the 
MDGs ?

• How best can the Global Project strengthen that 
process without hindering it?

But 


