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The problematic of participatory development is at the heart of the debate of the plenary session devotes 

to the topic: “Progress for people through people”. 

In this regard, the Moroccan experience seems capable of illustrating some of the terms of this issue. In a 

triple economic, social and democratic transition, Morocco has been leading for the last ten years a policy 

of reforms with the willingness to conciliate economic efficiency (growth), human development 

(distribution) and collective ownership of reforms by participation (governance). 

Investigations undertaken by the High Commission for Planning on the basis of field surveys, public 

policies’ impact on poverty and social inequalities as well as the evaluation of Moroccan experience in 

the field of participatory development have allowed to draw some lessons which seem by the nature of 

their content, despite their national dimension, capable to enrich the overall debate. 

This reveals that in a context of transition from a long protected-economy to a liberal economy open to 

globalization, collective ownership of reforms which constitutes the prerequisite to any popular adherence 

is even more effective when economic growth is strong and sustainable and its fruits are benefiting to a 

large number of people in terms of poverty and social inequalities alleviation.  

However, the operationalization of an institutional model of popular participation remains the most 

complex process to bring to success due to necessary implication of a multiplicity of legitimacies and 

competencies (elected bodies, civil society, managerial capacities, administration). Such a process is more 

complex because it fits in a logic of duration whereas populations’ expectations are expressed in that of 

immediate. 

It is the major achievement that Morocco intends to succeed in the framework of the participatory large 

scale model of human development initiated since 2005 under the title “Human Development National 

Initiative” in a context of representative democracy and a large implication of civil society. 

To support such an approach for the people through the people, its monitoring and evaluation, to what 

extent the statistical tools available are adequate? It is this question that the High Commission for 

Planning attempts to answer and to which the actual debates on the role of statistics could help shed light. 

 


