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BELLAGIO PRINCIPLES REVISITED  

LÁSZLÓ PINTÉR 

Recognizing that measurement reform is about more than selecting new indicators and technical 

revisions to our statistical data collection and reporting mechanisms, in 1996 an international 

group of leading measurement practitioners developed the Bellagio Principles to provide high 

level guidance for measuring and assessing progress towards sustainable development. The idea 

of the Bellagio Principles was based on the recognition that harmonization is not simply a matter 

of using common frameworks and indicators, but must also extend to other process, 

methodological and strategic elements of governance. The Principles were not expected to lead 

directly to common indicator sets, but to help guide and improve overall indicator system design, 

analysis and use. 

Over the last 10+ years the Principles became widely known and referenced by the measurement 

community worldwide. Since their publication measurement reform has gained increasing 

traction, and its context significantly changed and changing. Thinking and practice has evolved, 

among others, with regard to statistical methods and measurement tools, engagement of society 

in measurement system design, and integration of measurement systems into sustainability 

strategies and specific policy domains to achieve better transparency, accountability and 

governance.  

Driven by the need to reflect these new realities in the Principles and to enhance their relevance and 

usefulness, the International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) in cooperation with the 

OECD’s Measuring the Progress of Societies initiative has organized a review process. Following the 

approach successfully used in developing the original Principles, the review took place through a 

workshop involving an international group of leading measurement experts and practitioners at the 

Bellagio Center of the Rockefeller Foundation.  

The review involved looking at the original Principles’ clarity, relevance and strategic value in light of 

today’s context, looked for opportunities to eliminate overlaps, and fill gaps if any is found. Renamed as 

Sustainability Assessment and Measurement Principles (STAMP), the number of Principles was scaled 

back from ten to eight, and cover areas including (1) guiding vision; (2) essential considerations; (3) 

adequate scope; (4) framework and indicators; (5) transparency; (6) effective communication; (7) broad 

participation; and (8) continuity and capacity. The Principles are offered as a complementary element of 

the Measuring the Progress of Societies initiative to help ensure measurement system design takes the 

perspective of sustainability into account from the global to local level.  


