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 Social quality (SQ) is a very comprehensive concept covering both objective and subjective 

aspects of social life, as well as the biographic and societal change. While quality of life (QOL) approach 

starts from the individual, SQ paradigm assumes that “the social” has an important emergent property 

which cannot be reduced to individuals. There is no doubt that the quality of a society is the most 

important aspect of societal progress. Yet there are many differences in the historical background, 

economic development, and social conditions among continents and societies. Different background 

makes comparison as the most useful research method in understanding the dynamics of the quality of 

social life in each society. 

 Asian countries have showed impressive rate of economic development. Japan has been the 

model of success until 1980s, and four dragons such as Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Singapore were 

the model of developing countries until recently. Now China is the most vibrant economy followed by 

new emerging economies such as Thailand, India, and Malaysia. Yet Asia is also a region of many 

disparities and contradictions. Societies became too modern too soon, thus simultaneous coexistence of 

tradition and modernity sometimes produces conflicts and contradictions. Formal democracies are 

installed in many countries, but it is very fragile in institutionalization of social conflicts, as is shown in 

Thailand and Korea in these days. Rapid growth has entailed huge inequalities as is shown in China. 

There is no objection that Asia is a very interesting area for the study of social quality. 

 In this presentation, we will introduce the research ISDPR has conducted so far. First of all, we 

will explain why we need a new concept for social progress, by comparing the different historical and 

political context of Europe and Asia, and thus modifying the concept of Social Quality originally 

proposed by European researchers. After reviewing previous theoretical and methodological efforts, we 

will propose an alternative way to combine the diverse data already available from statistical databases 

and survey results. Detailed description on data sources and methods of composing indicators will follow. 

 Cross country comparisons of social quality will shed light to the different profiles of social 

issues and problems to be dealt with. The cross-country comparison will show the difference among 

OECD countries. We will additionally explain the plan for future elaboration and implications for future 

policy making. 


