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In accordance to OECD’s call for studying and discussing new measures of progress, Mexico’s 

Foro Consultivo Científico y Tecnológico decided to sponsor a local initiative to establish a 

national dialogue about issues related to the conceptualization and measurement of progress in 

societies. The Foro is in charge of advising Mexico’s public and private institutions on science 

and technology issues.  

The local initiative is called Midiendo el Progreso de las Sociedades: Una Perspectiva desde 

México (www.midiendoelprogreso.org). Its constitutive basis is that the country is in a good 

position to contribute to the global projects’ main objectives due to its well-established research 

system, its rich culture and traditions, and its experience in dealing with economic, social and 

political problems. 

The local initiative developed a strategy which aims to make a proposal to the global discussion 

on progress on the basis of research carried out in Mexico. The project began by identifying 

those leading Mexican researchers in social sciences who are studying progress-related issues, 

and it then constructed a map of the relevant knowledge generated in Mexico. The project 

gathered the thoughts from these leading researchers on two main questions: What should we 

consider as progress in the 21st century? and How should we measure it? These thoughts are 

being published in a book which will be available to all participants to the 3th World Forum. On 

the basis of interviews, contributions and meetings, the project elaborated a list of main issues 

that should be taken into consideration in any dialogue about progress.  

The project also elaborated a rationale to guide the measurement of progress. It is argued that 

progress should not be defined on the basis of how it is measured, and that the proper course of 

action is to conceptualize first in order to derive suitable measures. A taxonomy is proposed on 
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the basis of this rationale and the list of relevant issues to be taken into consideration when 

dealing with progress. 

This paper presents the list of relevant issues, the rationale and the taxonomy to measure 

progress. 

 

 


