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The Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness and the subsequent Accra Agenda for Action have 

highlighted the need for “timely, transparent and comprehensive information (data) on aid flows” to 

improve aid transparency and accountability; and ultimately aid effectiveness. In spite of various efforts 

to promote transparency and accountability in development aid delivery systems, development 

practitioners are facing serious data-gap challenges.  It is challenging to get timely, more detailed and 

accessible data on Aid delivery in order to properly assess the effectiveness of aid on grassroots 

development. Assessments of the impact of development resources on grassroots development are 

dependent on the availability of reliable data that is accessible to everyone and in a timely manner. 

Transparent, comprehensive and timely data is necessary also to tell a comprehensive story regarding the 

full scope of development resources, particularly ODA. It seems to us that aid is most probably 

underrated because its full story is never told in a timely manner and is never obvious beyond the small 

circle of data generators and users.  

African Monitor‟s own experience has been that data availability diminishes and eventually disappears 

the closer one gets to the ultimate destination of the resources, by which time one is dependent on proxies 

and anecdotal evidence. Currently, we are in the process of developing a Grassroots Focus Index to assess 

the extent to which national governments and donors, in both policy and practice, prioritise grassroots 

needs and allocate resources, and how such prioritisation translates into improved quality of life for 

people at the grassroots level. A group of very experienced consultants that we approached contends that 

comprehensive data is difficult to obtain and is only available in less than 7% of African countries. To get 

it, you have to be prepared to „pay‟ and, when you eventually get it, it is incomplete and lacks important 

details. An official of UNIDO (United Nations Industrial Development Organisation) claims that only 

about a dozen African countries could provide some data for the Yearbook of Industrial Statistics. Yet 

this programme has been running for over 40 years. Even though the OECD‟s Credit Reporting Systems 
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(CRS) and Aid Information Management Systems for Recipient Governments (also known as DAD – the 

Development Assistance Database) attempt to provide project-level micro data, it does not sufficiently 

provide the necessary data for proper assessment of   resource effectiveness.  In the absence of readily 

accessible micro level data (project level), African Monitor has had to compile data from project 

documents and offices, which is a highly costly exercise, and may not provide robust data.  

This presentation will discuss creative approaches to assessing development resources‟ effectiveness at 

the grassroots including Poverty Hearings and modified Public Expenditure Tracking Surveys. It will 

show how such information can lead to increased accountability and delivery, and call for the 

prioritization of the implementation of the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness and Accra Agenda for 

Action.  

 


