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The issue of assessing the progress of Italian society is of great importance and timeliness. It is important 

to measure the progress also because it depends on the ability to overcome one of the most complex crisis 

since the Second World War.  

The main verification’s tool of the activities practiced by humans on land and of their progress, is their 

economic measure.  

As measure, the economic statistics use the added value and the gross domestic product.  

However these indicators do not provide a complete picture because they neglect completely, for 

example, the environmental components or the social ones.  

This results in the need to apply new principles in those areas (health, environment, spare time, public 

services, crime) in which the choices of individuals are not so much rational but, more often, meeting the 

"status quo" or serving laziness, habit, tendency to procrastinate.  

All this represents a difficult challenge for the contents of public action. The correction of GDP in order 

to obtain a measure of economic welfare is a problematical issue, since the concept of welfare is difficult 

to specify in an objective and unambiguous way and any attempt to give it a definition can be based - to 

some extent – only on subjective reviews.  

Therefore it is necessary to choose the vision of welfare that reflects the broader social consent, 

something hard to verify but also unavoidable if we want to achieve a more satisfactory measure of GDP.  

The social ethic evaluates the relationship between people and between them and the environment widely. 

In this sense the economic ethic could help the economy to achieve efficiency not yet reached. Both, ethic 

and economics, refer to policy to solve a specific problem.  
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As repeatedly emphasized by Amartya Sen, to discuss about indicators means to discuss about the real 

goals of a society and this is a typical - political topic who needs a home policy "bipartisan" to be tackled 

and resolved. No coincidence that in many countries (developed or not) the initiatives taken in this regard 

and the related discussions, especially at local level, see a strong involvement of all sections of society. 

Here then is the need to identify an institution capable of putting - around the same table- the different 

components of a modern society like the Italian one: Government, opposition, social partners, civil 

society, representatives of the media.  

Some countries have decided to establish new institutions to: a) discuss "what" is the progress of a 

country, b) select a relatively small set of relevant and reliable statistical indicators, able to show 

significantly the welfare - evolution of a society; c) inform the public through an effective partnership 

with the media. On the other hand, other countries have used (or think to) use existing institutions to 

perform these tasks.  

I think it is appropriate to start, even in Italy, along this road through two initiatives. The first is to 

establish at the National Council of Economy and Labor (whose constitutional mandate is precisely to put 

the different parts of society around the same table to identify economic and social problems and propose 

solutions as possible shared) a “Round Table” to measure the progress of Italian society. I hope that the 

implementation of this commitment will find the collaboration of many Italian Institutions and the OECD 

support, particularly expertise on the subject.  

My second intention is to envisage to AICESIS (Association Internationale des Conseils économiques et 

sociaux et Institutions similaires) the idea of the measure of society’s progress within the Association. 

The role that the National Economic and Social Councils can play in promoting and implementing the 

measure of our society’s progress may be decisive in many countries around the world. It can be decisive 

to strengthen democratic governance, making citizens more informed about the status and trends of the 

society in which they live and to improve the policies’ design to increase overall welfare.  

 


