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Hereafter a diagnosis trying to highlight the role of our Economic and Social Councils in the current 

economic period. 

The current crisis cannot be faced only with the typical short-run instruments: monetary policy, the 

politics of public expenditure, correction policy in financial markets.  

We must rather place ourselves in the longer term.  

Poverty reduction, climate-change, environment, energy and water problems cannot find immediate 

solutions. They require long-term planning and huge resources, not all immediately vailable but that can 

be planned progressively.  

This is the role that can be played by Economic and Social Councils.  

If we deal with the long-term and future problems, we deal with the problems of new generations and 

even of those who do not vote.  

In this perspective we can also find better solutions for immigrants and each of us can care more about 

other countries than their own.  

New competition for development and greater social cohesion are the two challenges that we have to face.  

We represent unique experiences and models of collegial commitment, dialogue between different 

interests and actors, of laborious search for convergence and partnership on the road to take.  

Our diversity is a richness, is an opportunity that we, first, must respectfully discover and develop more.  

The Institutions of Government and Parliament can take advantage of cooperation with the organized 

civil society of each of our countries and, internationally, through this prestigious Association.  

Our main road has been mapped out by the work of my predecessor, which I will continue with care. 

Many innovative suggestions have already emerged in the discussion and decisions of the Assembly held 

in Budapest later this year.  
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I think about the issues on which we have worked in the period before: "The effects of global crisis, 

economic and social development and the struggle to reduce inequality and promote sustainable 

development", "A development with justice and responsibility towards the environment." On these issues 

we will continue our efforts even in the appointments of international comparison, as the next organized 

in Copenhagen.   


