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NEW APPROACHES TO ECONOMIC CHALLENGES (NAEC)

Erdem Başçı
Ambassador to the OECD, Permanent Representative of Turkey
Ambassador Erdem Başçı took up his duties as Permanent Representative of Turkey to the OECD on 30
May 2016.
Mr. Başçı was born in Ankara in 1966. He holds an honours degree in Electrical and Electronics Engineering
from the Middle East Technical University, an M.B.A. and an M.A in Economics from Bilkent University as
well as a second M.A. degree in Economics from Johns Hopkins University. In 1995 he obtained a Ph.D. in
Economics from Bilkent University.
Between 1995 and 2003, Mr. Başçı worked as an Assistant Professor at Bilkent University in the Economics
Department, and in 1999 he was promoted to the rank of Associate Professor. Monetary economics,
financial economics, macroeconomic theory and mathematical economics were his research and teaching
areas.
Mr. Başçı lectured at the University of York, UK as an honorary visiting fellow in 1999. Mr. Başçı's academic
papers have been published in Oxford Economic Papers, Journal of Banking and Finance, Journal of
Economic Dynamics and Control, and Journal of Mathematical Economics. He also co-authored various
chapters in books published by Springer-Verlag and Palgrave. Besides his theoretical contributions to the
economic literature, Mr. Başçı has academic publications on the Turkish economy as well.
In October 2003 Mr. Başçı was nominated Deputy Governor of the Central Bank of the Republic of Turkey.
From 2011 until his appointment as Permanent Representative of Turkey to the OECD, Mr. Başçı was
Governor of the Central Bank of the Republic of Turkey.
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Mark Blyth
Political Economist, Watson Institute at Brown University
Mark Blyth is a Professor of International Political Economy in the Department of Political Science at Brown
University. He is also a Faculty Fellow at Brown’s Watson institute for International Studies. Blyth obtained
his PhD in political science from Columbia University, and proceeded to teach at Johns Hopkins University
until 2009. Thereafter he transitioned to Brown University.
Blyth’s research focuses on how unverstainty and randomness impact complex systems with a focus on the
economic system. He is the author of several books and has published extensively. His research can be
split into the following areas: the politics of ideas, how institytions change, political parties and the politics of
finance. The politics of ideas focuses upon how agents deal with complexity and uncertainty in the design
of institutions and the expression of their interests. Institutional change focuses upon evolutionary dynamics
in complex systems, especially financial systems. I am interested in how, again, agents act within such
systems given the non-linear dynamics that they generate. My work on political parties has focused upon
how political parties self-insure against uncertainty via cartel structures. My work on finance focuses upon
the politics of regulatory change, the role of macro-prudential regulation, the distributional costs of financial
crises, and the power of financial ideas in politics.
Key Publications
•
•
•

Great Transformations: Economic Ideas and Institutional Change in the Twntieth Century (Book,
2002)
Austerity: The History of a Dangerous Idea (Book, 2013)
The Future of the Euro (Book, 2015)

s
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Laurence Boone
OECD Chief Economist
As Chief Economics, Ms. Boone leads the work of the Economics Directorate and supervises the
contributions of the Economics Directorate to the New Approaches to Economic Challenges (NAEC) and
inclusive Growth (IG) Initiatives.
Prior to joining the OECD, Laurence Boone was AXA Group Chief Economist and AXA IM Global Head of
Multi Asset Client Solutions and Head of Research. Ms. Boone began her career at Merrill Lynch Asset
Management. She was a researcher at France’s economic research institute, CEPII, and served as an
OECD economist from 1998-2004. Other posts have included Chief Economist at Barclays Capital France
and Managing Director of European Economic research at Bank of America Merrill Lynch.
Between 2014 and 2016, Ms. Boone was Special Advisor for Multilateral and European Economic &
Financial Affairs and G20 Sherpa to the Presidency of the French Republic, in charge of managing the G20
negotiations on behalf of the President and of managing the relationships with the EU institutions, IMF and
member states.
Ms. Boone, a French national, has a PhD in Applied Economics from the London Business School (UK); a
Master's Degree in Econometrics & Macroeconomic Modelling from Reading University (UK); a Master's
Degree in Economics from Université Paris X Nanterre (FRA) and a postgraduate diploma (DEA) in
Modelling and Quantitative Analysis from University Paris X Nanterre (FRA).
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Jean-Philippe Bouchaud
Chairman, Capital Fund Management (CFM) and Rebuilding Macroeconomics
Jean-Philippe Bouchaud is Chairman and Chief Scientist. He supervises the research and maintains strong
links between the research team and the academic world. He is also a professor at Ecole Polytechnique
where he teaches Statistical Mechanics and a course on 'Complex Systems'. He joined CFM in 1994.

4

NEW APPROACHES TO ECONOMIC CHALLENGES (NAEC)

Martine Durand
OECD Chief Statistician
Martine Durand was appointed Director of Statistics and Chief Statistician of the OECD in 2010. She is
responsible for providing strategic orientation for the Organisation's statistical policy and oversees all of
OECD's statistical activities. She was formerly Deputy-Director of Employment, Labour and Social Affairs
where she was responsible for OECD's work on employment and training policies, social policies, health
policies and international migration published in OECD flagship reports such as the OECD International
Migration Outlook, the OECD Employment Outlook, Pensions at a Glance and Health at a Glance.
Martine Durand joined the OECD in 1983 as an economist in the Economics Department where she worked
on a number of policy issues related inter alia to international competitiveness, oil and commodity markets
and labour markets in OECD countries. She later worked on the OECD Economic Surveys of the United
Kingdom, Canada, Australia and New Zealand.
In 1991, she was appointed senior economist, heading the team responsible for ensuring world consistency
of OECD projections published twice yearly in the OECD Economic Outlook. Between 1994 and 1997 she
was responsible for preparing general assessments of economic and policy developments in OECD Member
countries for publication in the OECD Economic Outlook. During that period, she also assumed the G-10
Secretariat responsibilities, in collaboration with representatives from the IMF and the BIS.
In 1997, Martine Durand was appointed Counselor to the OECD Chief Economist, advising him on a wide
range of policy issues. In early 2001, Martine Durand took up the position of Deputy-Head of the OECD
Secretary-General's Private Office where she worked on a number of national and international policy issues
requesting the attention of the Secretary-General and his Deputies.
Prior to joining the OECD, Martine Durand worked in a French research and consultancy institute providing
services to business and industry. During her career at the OECD, Martine Durand has co-authored
numerous articles and publications in the area of international competitiveness, foreign trade and
investment, public finances, labour markets and international migration. She is one of the principal authors
of the OECD Growth Study. She was a member of the Editorial Board of OECD Economic Studies. Martine
Durand graduated in mathematics, statistics and economics from the Paris VI University, the Ecole Nationale
de la Statistique et de l'Administration Economique (ENSAE) and the University of Wisconsin-Madison. She
is married with three children.
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Doug Erwin
Senior Scientist and Curator of Paleobiology at the National Museum of Natural
History of the Smithsonian Institution and Santa Fé institute
Doug Erwin is currently Senior Scientist and Curator of Paleobiology. He obtained his PhD from the
Univeristy of California, Santa Barbara. Additionally, Erwin is an external professor at the Santa Fe Institute.
In the course of his research, he was awarded the 1996 Charles Schuchert Award.
His research focuses on macroevolution and evolutionary innovations, in particular the Cambrian metazoan
radiation and post-extinction biotic recoveries. He has undertaken several field projects including to Chinae,
South Africa and Namibia among other regions.
Key Publications
•
•
•

The Cambrian Explosion: The Construction of Animal Biodiversity (Book, 2013)
Extinction! How Life Nearly Ended 250 Million Years Ago (Book, 2006)
Crisis and Response: Current Trends and Future Prospects (Bollettino Della Societa Paleontologica
Italiana, 2019)
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Svein Gjedrem
Economic and Development Review Committee
An economist by training, Svein Gjedrem is currently a member of the Economic and Development Review
Committee (ERDC) at the OECD. After graduating from the University of Oslo, he worked at the Central
Bank of Norway as a consultant until 1979. Thereafter he worked at the Ministry of Finance for 19 years. In
1999, Gjedrem became the Governor of the Norwegian Central bank and served two terms.
After leaving the central bank, he returned to being permanent under-secretary of the Ministry of Finance
until 2015. He currently holds several board positions, and works closely with the OECD.

7

NEW APPROACHES TO ECONOMIC CHALLENGES (NAEC)

Megan Greene
Senior Fellow at Mossavar-Rahmani Center for Business and Government at the
Harvard Kennedy School
Megan Greene is a Senior Fellow at the Mossavar-Rahmani Center for Business and Government (MRCBG) at the Harvard Kennedy School. Her role includes teaching and writing, and her main focus is the
drivers of wage and income inequality globally. Megan also writes a monthly column on global economics
for the Financial Times. She is a member of the board of directors of the National Association for Business
Economists (NABE), the Parliamentary Budget Office in Ireland, Rebuilding Macroeconomics and
Econofact. Megan is also a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and serves as an Affiliate of the
Rhodes Center Brown University, a Non-Resident Fellow at Trinity College Dublin and a Non-Resident
Senior Fellow at the German Marshall Fund. She regularly advises governments and central banks in the
US, UK, eurozone and Japan.
Megan was previously the Global Chief Economist at John Hancock/Manulife Asset Management, where
she analyzed global macro trends for the firm’s investment teams and clients. Prior to that, Megan ran
Maverick Intelligence (a macroeconomics consultancy), was director of European Economics at Roubini
Global Economics and served as the euro crisis expert at the Economist Intelligence Unit. She holds a B.A.
from Princeton University and an MSc from Nuffield College, Oxford University.

8

NEW APPROACHES TO ECONOMIC CHALLENGES (NAEC)

Rachel Griffith
President of the Royal Economics Society
Professor of Economics at the University of Manchester
Resarch Directof of the Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) – London
Rachel Griffith is Research Director of the Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) and Professor of Economics at
the University of Manchester. She is a Fellow of the British Academy and a Fellow of the Econometric
Society. Rachel won the Birgit Grodal award in 2014 and was awarded a CBE in Queen's Birthday Honours
2015 for services to economic policy. She is also President of the Royal Economic Society 2019/2020.
Rachel was Managing Editor of the Economic Journal from 2011-2017. She was previously a Professor in
Economics at University College London, she served as President of the European Economic Association
from 2013-2015, she was Chair of the Economics and Economic History Section of the British Academy and
was Deputy Chair of the Economics sub-Panel of the Research Excellence Framework. She was seconded
to the Competition Commission as Senior Economist in 2001-2002.
Rachel's research has been published widely in the top international journals, and broadly considers issues
related to the impacts of government policy on consumers, firms and the functioning of markets. Her specific
interests relate to empirical industrial organisation and in particular the retail food sector and nutrition. She
currently holds her second ERC Advanced Grant to study the behaviour of consumers and firms and the
impact of government policy in food markets She has also published widely on innovation, productivity and
corporate tax, and she is one of the Principle Investigators on the ESRC Centre for the Microeconomic
Analysis of Public Policy at the Institute for Fiscal Studies
Key Publications
•
•
•

Tax design in the alcohol market (Journal of Public Economics, 2019)
Why do retailers advertise store brands differently across product categories (Journal of Industrial
Economics, 2018)
The effects of banning adversitisin in junk food markets (Review of Economic Studies, 2018)

9

NEW APPROACHES TO ECONOMIC CHALLENGES (NAEC)

Angel Gurria
Secretary General of the OECD
As Secretary-General of the Organisation of Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) since 2006,
Angel Gurría has firmly established the Organisation as a pillar of the global economic governance
architecture including the G7, G20 and APEC, and a reference point in the design and implementation of
better policies for better lives. He has broadened OECD’s membership with the accession of Chile, Estonia,
Israel, Latvia and Slovenia, and has made the Organisation more inclusive by strengthening its links with
key emerging economies. Under his watch, the OECD is leading the effort to reform the international tax
system, and to improve governance frameworks in anti-corruption and other fields. He has also heralded a
new growth narrative that promotes the well-being of people, including women, gender and youth, and has
scaled up the OECD contribution to the global agenda, including the Paris Agreement on Climate Change
and the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals
Born in Mexico, Mr. Gurría came to the OECD following a distinguished career in public service in his
country, including positions as Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister of Finance and Public Credit in the
1990s. Mr. Gurría holds a B.A. degree in Economics from UNAM (Mexico) and a M.A. degree in Economics
from Leeds University (United Kingdom). He has received Honorary Degrees from the Universidad de Valle
de México, Rey Juan Carlos University, European University of Madrid, and the Universities of Leeds, Haifa
and Bratislava.
Mr. Gurría has received several awards and decorations from more than 30 countries, including the titles of
Grand officier de la Légion d’honneur and Chevalier dans l’ordre du Mérite agricole, awarded by the French
Government. He has also received a Medal from the French Senate and the Ridder Grootkruis in de Orde
van Oranje-Naussau awarded by the Netherlands. Most recently, he was distinguished by the President of
Korea with the Gwangwha Medal for Diplomatic Service, and also received recognition to his longstanding
contribution to the development of public administration in Mexico, the Medalla al Mérito Administrativo
Internacional “Gustavo Martínez Cabañas”, awarded by the Instituto Nacional de Administración Pública
(INAP). In 2007, Mr. Gurría was the first recipient of the Globalist of the Year Award of the Canadian
International Council to honour his efforts as a global citizen to promote trans-nationalism, inclusiveness
and a global consciousness. His awards include the Ben Gurion Leadership Award, the Award Isidro Fabela
by the Mexican Association of International Studies, the Nueva Economía Award, the Orden Bernardo
O’Higgins en el Grado de Gran Cruz, and the Medalla Rectoral from the University of Chile.
Mr. Gurría has participated in various international not-for-profit bodies, including the Population Council,
based in New York, and the Center for Global Development based in Washington. He chaired the
International Task Force on Financing Water for All and continues to be deeply involved in water issues,
being a member of the United Nations Secretary General Advisory Board for Water and Sanitation
(UNSGAB) and of the World Economic Forum’s Global Agenda Council on Water Security. He is also a
member of the International Advisory Board of Governors of the Centre for International Governance
Innovation; based in Canada, the Advisory Board for the Global Green Growth Forum (3GF), co-hosted by
Korea and Denmark, and the Advisory Board to the International Forum on Genomics, Innovation and
Economic Growth, and was recently appointed as a member of the Royal Academy of Economic and
Financial Sciences of Spain
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Leslie Harroun
Director, Partners for a New Economy
Leslie Harround was part of the launch of Partners for a New Economy in 2015. Prior to this she developed
and managet the Oak Foundation’s North American, European and select global climtate change portfolios
for more than 15 years.
Partners for a New Economy (P4E) is an international donor collaborative that wants the economic system
to generate positive environmental and social outcomes. Their vision is of an economy that enables
communities, people and nature to thrive. They hope to accomplish this by funcing innovative projects and
building communities that bring new thinking and approaches to traditional economics.
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András Hlács
Vice-Chair of the OECD Committee on Digital Economy Policy
Mr András Hlács is the Vice Chair of the OECD’s Committee on Digital Economy Policy (CDEP). In addition,
he works as an Education, STI and Digital counsellor at the Permanent Delegation of Hungary to the OECD
and UNESCO. Before moving to Paris, Mr Hlács worked as a senior strategic consultant at the National
Research, Development and Innovation Office of Hungary (NKFIH) in Budapest from 2011 to 2015. His
duties mainly focused on science, technology and innovation (STI) related programs and strategic planning,
including priority areas as Smart Specialization (S3) and Public Procurement of Innovation (PPI). In addition,
he also worked as a part-time lecturer on PPI at the Faculty of Law of Eötvös Loránd Science University. Mr
Hlács holds an MA degree in English Language and an MA degree in Foreign Relations (with a specialization
in American Studies) from Eötvös Loránd Science University.
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William Hynes
NAEC Co-ordinator, OECD
William Hynes is the Acting Head of the New Approaches to Economic Challenges Unit (NAEC) which
provides a space to question traditional economic ideas and offer new economic narratives, new tools,
methods and policy approaches. He previously worked as an Advisor in the Sherpa and Global Governance
Unit, a policy analyst in the Development Co-operation Directorate and an economic affairs officer at the
World Trade Organisation. William is an Adjunct Professor in International Economics at the Johns Hopkins
University School of Advanced International Studies, has a doctorate from Oxford University and was a
Marie Curie Fellow at the London School of Economics.
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Michael Jacobs
Professorial Research Fellow, Sheffield Political Economy Research Institute
(SPERI)
Michael is an economist and visiting professor in the School of Public Policy at University College London.
From 2004–2007 he was a member of the Council of Economic Advisers at the Treasury, and from 2007–
2010 a special adviser to the prime minister, with responsibility for energy, environment and climate policy.
From 2010–2015 he advised governments and others on international climate change policy in the run-up
to the UN Climate Conference in Paris in December 2015. He was a founder and senior adviser to the Global
Commission on the Economy and Climate, for whose reports Better Growth, Better Climate (2014) and
Seizing the Global Opportunity (2015) he was a lead author.
Michael is a former general secretary of the Fabian Society, an academic at Lancaster University and the
LSE, and managing director of an employee-owned consultancy business.
He has written widely on environmental economics and politics and social democratic thought. His books
include The Green Economy: Environment, Sustainable Development and the Politics of the Future (Pluto
Press, 1991), Greening the Millennium? The New Politics of the Environment (ed, Blackwell, 1997), The
Politics of the Real World (Earthscan, 1996) and Paying for Progress: A New Politics of Tax for Public
Spending (Fabian Society, 2000). His latest book Rethinking Capitalism: Economics and Policy for
Sustainable and Inclusive Growth (edited with Mariana Mazzucato) was published by Wiley Blackwell in
August 2016.

Key Publications
•
•
•

Prosperity and Justice: A Plan for the New Economy (IPPR, 2018)
Paradigm shifts in economic theory and policy (Academic paper, 2018)
Rethinking Capitalism: Economics and Policy for Sustainable and Inclusive Growth (Book with M.
Mazzucato, 2016)
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Jean-Marc Jancovici
Co-founder and Partner of Carbone 4, Associate Professor at École nationale
supérieure des mines de Paris, Member of the French delegation to the
Conference of the Parties (COP) (Poznan, Copenhagen, Paris)
A graduate of the École polytechnique and the École nationale supérieure de Télécommunications de Paris,
Jean-Marc Jancovici is a climate change and energy expert. From 2001 until 2011 he chaired the advisory
committee to the national energy debate. Jancovici also participated in the discussions leading up to the
signing of the Paris accords.
Jancovici is the author and developer of the French carbon accounting method called the Bilan Carbone
assessment tool. Later he became the founding president of The Shift Project, a corporate sponsored think
tank that is devoted to generating policy to lessen the economy’s dependence on fossil fuels. In 2007
Jancovici co-founded Carbone 4 with Alain Grandjean. Carbonme 4 is an independent consultancy firm that
specialises in low carbon strategy and climate change adaptation.
Lastly, Jancovici is an associate professor with Mines ParisTech, author, and member of various scientific
boards including the Expert Panel of the Ellen MacArthur Foundation.

15

NEW APPROACHES TO ECONOMIC CHALLENGES (NAEC)

Lučka Kajfež Bogataj
Chair of Agrometeorology, Agricultural Land Management,University of Ljubljana
Lučka Kajfež Bogataj is professor for climatology at the University of Ljubljana. Her current research includes
biometeorology, climate change scenarios and impacts on ecosystems. She served as vice-chair of the
Working Group 2 Fourth Assessment of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and was one of
the review editors of IPCC AR5. She was also a member of GCOS (Global climate observation system)
Steering Committee at WMO acting as a link between GCOS and IPCC and is a member of GWP (Global
Water Partnership) Steering Committee.
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Sony Kapoor
Managing Director Re-Define
Sony Kapoor is a prominent economist, financial sector expert and development practitioner whose career
spans investment banking, civil society, academia and policymaking across several countries. As part of his
work, Sony advises several EU and emerging economy governments, central banks, regulators and
investors on financial policy and investment strategy.
Until recently, Sony was a Visiting Scholar at the International Monetary Fund, where he worked on asset
management, housing and long-term finance. He was also a member of the World Economic Forum’s Global
Agenda Council on the future of Asset Management and Insurance.
Sony was the first Chairman of the Banking Stakeholder Group at the European Banking Authority. He has
been an expert adviser to the European Commission, the European Parliament and the IMF focusing mainly
on economic governance, fiscal policy and financial sector reform. In the past, he has held a multidisciplinary
role at the London School of Economics (LSE) with the Systemic Risk Centre, the European Institute, and
also both at the International Development and Government departments. He was a Special Adviser to the
UN Environment Programme on green finance and a Strategy Adviser to the Norwegian government.
Sony has previously worked for ICICI, India’s largest investment bank and has done leveraged finance for
Lehman Brothers in London. He has traded derivatives for Aquila Energy, while partnering with the World
Bank to provide risk management to vulnerable economies. He has also helped co-found NGOs such as
the Tax Justice Network and Finance Watch, as well as the inter-governmental Illicit Finance Task Force
and the International Tax Compact.
Mr Kapoor has a long track record of identifying the most pressing public policy challenges and successfully
tackling them. The impact of his work on financial reform, eurocrisis and development has led to him being
honoured as a Fellow by the Royal Society of Arts, a Young European Leader by Friends of Europe and a
Young Global Leader by the World Economic Forum.
An alumnus of the LSE and the Indian Institute of Technology, Sony is a popular keynote speaker and
commentator.
Key Publications
•

The Financial Crisis – Causes and Cures (Book, 2010)
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Steve Keen
Professor and Distinguished Research Fellow at the Institute for Strategy,
Resilience, & Security (ISRS) of University College London
Steve Keen is Professor and Distinguished Research Fellow at the the, Institute for Strategy, Resilience &
Security (ISRS) of University College London. He was Head of the School of Economics, History and Politics
at Kingston University, London and an Associate Professor of Economics & Finance at the University of
Western Sydney. He considers himself a post-Keynesian, criticising neoclassical economics as inconsistent,
unscientific and empirically unsupported. Hyman Minsky's financial instability hypothesis forms the main
basis of his major contribution to economics which mainly concentrates on mathematical modelling and
simulation of financial instability.
Professor Keen was one of the handful of economists to realise that a serious economic crisis was imminent,
and to publicly warn of it from as early as December 2005. He is the author of Can We Avoid Another
Financial Crisis? (The Future of Capitalism) (Polity Press, 2017), and Debunking Economics (Zed Books
UK, 2001). He has over 70 academic publications on topics as diverse as financial instability, the money
creation process, mathematical flaws in the conventional model of supply and demand, flaws in Marxian
economics, the application of physics to economics, Islamic finance, and the role of chaos and complexity
theory in economics. His work has been translated into Chinese, German and Russian.
Key Publications
•
•

Debunking Economics: The Naked Emperor Dethroned? (Book, 2011)
Can We Avoid Another Financial Crisis? (Book, 2017)
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Alan Kirman
Chief Adivsor to the NAEC Initiative
Professor Emeritus of Economics at the University of Aix-Marseille
Alan Kirman obtained his PhD from Princeton and he has been professor of economics at Johns Hopkins
University, the Université Libre de Bruxelles, Warwick University, and the European University Institute in
Florence, Italy. He was elected a fellow of the Econometric Society and of the European Economic
Association and was awarded the Humboldt Prize in Germany. He is member of the Institute for Advanced
Study in Princeton. He was elected as a foreign member of the Accademia dei Lincei in Rome, the oldest
academy in the world, this year.
He has published 150 articles in international scientific journals and on the editorial board of several
international journals. He also is the author and editor of fifteen books, most recently Complex Economics:
Individual and Collective Rationality, which was published by Routledge in July 2010 and Complexity and
Evolution: Toward a New Synthesis for Economics edited with David S. Wilson published by MIT Press in
2016.
His original interests focused mainly on theoretical economics and in particular general equilibrium theory
and game theory. However, as the problems with the foundations of modern theoretical economics have
become clearer his interests have turned to looking at the empirical evidence as to how the economy in
general and some markets in particular function. He has become increasingly involved in modelling the
economy and markets as complex adaptive systems in which aggregate behaviour emerges from the
interaction between rather simple economic agents with limited knowledge. Economic actors are perhaps
closer to ants than to homo oeconomicus.
Key Publications
•
•

Complexity and Evolution: Toward a New Synthesis for Economics (Book, 2016)
Complex Economics: Individual and Collective Rationality (Book, 2010)
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Rodolfo Lacy
Director, OECD Environment Directorate
Since August 2018 Dr. Rodolfo Lacy is Director of the Environment Directorate of the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).
Dr. Lacy holds a Doctorate Degree in Environmental Science and Engineering from the Universidad
Autónoma Metropolitana (Mexico), a Master's Degree in Urban Studies and Planning from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), a Bachelor's Degree in Environmental Engineering from the
Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana (Mexico) and a certificate in Leadership on Environment and
Sustainable Development from El Colegio de México.
Dr. Lacy has been Vice Minister of Environmental Policy and Planning at the Ministry of Environment and
Natural Resources of Mexico (2012-2018), Chief negotiator of Climate Change (COP19-COP23), Co-chair
of the Global Methane Initiative, Member of the High-Level Group of the Global Environmental Outlook
(GEO6), and Board Member of the Climate Action Reserve in California, USA.
Dr. Lacy has had extensive experience in policy making in the field of environment. He held the following
positions:
•

Technical Director at Mario Molina Center for Energy and Environmental Strategic Studies (20052012), a policy research NGO lead by Dr. Mario Molina, a chemist Nobel Prize laureated for his
scientific work in the depletion of the ozone layer;

•

Chief of Staff for the Minister of Environment and Natural Resources (2000-2003);

•

Founder President of the Mexican Environmental Engineering Association CINAM (1996-1998);

•

General Director of Environmental Projects and Studies and of Environmental Pollution Control and
Prevention - Mexico City Government (1989-1997);

•

Director of Environmental Planning at the Ministry of Urban Development and Ecology (1982-1987);
among other relevant assignments.

Dr. Lacy is a Mexican national.
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Francois Lafond
Senior Research Officer – Institute for New Economic Thinking, University of
Oxford
Francois Lafond is senior research officer at the Institute for New Economic Thinking, and at the Smith
School for Enterprise and the Environment at the University of Oxford. Earlier, he completed his PhD in
Economics and Policy Studies of Technical Change at Maastricht Unveristy, writing his thesis on The
Evolution of Knowledge Systems. Lafond is also an associate member of Nuffield college at the University
of Oxford.
Lafond’s research interests include the economics of innovation, environmental economics, networks and
complex systems, econometrics and forecasting.
Key Publications
•
•

Wright meets Markowitz: How standard portfolio theory changes when assets are technologies
following experience curves (Journal of Economic Dynamics & Control, 2019)
How predictable is technological progress (Article in Research Policy, 2016)
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Thierry Lange
Chair of the Committee on Industry, Innovation and Entrepreneurship (CIIE)
After graduating from Science Po and ENA, Lange traversed through three major professional stages. In
the 1990s, Lange became a member of the Treasury department where he spend two years as financial
attaché to the permanent representation of France in Brussels.
In the 2000s, Lange moved to the private sector. He spent eight years working in Mergers and Acquisitions
in the finance and insurance group of BNP Paribas. Thereafter he transitioned to the financial management
of AG2R La Mondiale.
Returning to public service in 2010, Lange served as deputy to the interministerial directorate for economic
intelligence for three years. More recently, he became deputy to Alain Schmitt, as chair of the recently
renamed Committee on Industry, Innovation and Entrepreneurship.
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Martin Lees
Chair of the OECD-IIASA Task Force on Systems Thinking, Anticipation and
Resilience
Martin Lees obtained an MA in Mechanical Sciences at Cambridge in 1964 and a Post Graduate Degree
from the College of Europe in Bruges in 1970. He joined the Directorate for Science and Technology at
OECD in 1971 and was responsible in 1973, for the "InterFutures" Project on the Future of the Advanced
Industrial Societies in Harmony with that of the Developing Countries. From 1980 to 1984 he was Executive
Director of the United Nations Financing System for Science and Technology for Development and in 1984
was appointed UN Assistant Secretary General and became Executive Director of the InterAction Council
of Former Heads of State and Government.
During more than 35 years of cooperation with China, he initiated the China Council for International
Cooperation on Environment and Development in 1992. From 2001 to 2006, he was Rector of the University
for Peace of the United Nations and is now Rector Emeritus. From 1995 – 2008 he was Moderator of the
International Advisory Board of the Toyota Motor Corporation and, from 2008 to 2010, Secretary General of
the Club of Rome.
As Senior Adviser to the President of COP 20 and moderator of the Gorbachev Task Force on Climate
Change, Martin Lees has been engaged on issues of climate, environment and economic growth. He is
currently Chairman of the OECD-IIASA Task Force on Systems Thinking, Anticipation and Resilience and
leading a programme on the advancement of systems thinking through education at the University of
Koblenz-Landau in Germany.
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Igor Linkov
Risk and Decision Science Team Lead, US Army Engineer Research and
Development Center
Dr. Igor Linkov leads the Risk and Decision Science Team of the US Army Engineer Research and
Development Center, where he works on the application and development of resilience assessment and
management techniques in the areas of infrastructure and cyber security. He is currently developing the
USACE Resilience Roadmap and is part of several Interagengy Committees and Working groups. He has
published over 250 articles in peer-reviewed papers and fourteen books on environmental policy,
environmental modelling and risk analysis.
Dr. Linkov is also an adjunct Professor of Engineering and Public Policy at Carnegie Mellon University and
Professor of Practice in Electrical and Computer Engineering at the University of Connecticut. Dr. Linkov is
the recipient of the 2005 Chancey Starr Award for exceptional contribution to risk analysis, and the 2014
Outstanding Practicioner Award.
Recent Publications
•
•

The Science and Practice of Resilience (Book, 2019)
Cyber Resilience of Systems and Networks (Book, 2019)
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Barry C. Lynn
Executive Director, Open Markets Institute
Barry Lynn directs the Open Markets Institute. Previously, he spent 15 years at the New America Foundation
researching and writing about monopoly power. He is author of Cornered: The New Monopoly Capitalism
and the Economics of Destruction (Wiley 2010) and End of the Line: The Rise and Coming Fall of the Global
Corporation (Doubleday 2005).
Lynn’s writings on the political and economic effects of the extreme consolidation of power in the United
States have influenced the thinking of policymakers and antitrust professionals on both sides of the Atlantic.
His work has been profiled on CBS and in the New York Times, and his articles have appeared in
publications including Harper’s, the Financial Times, Harvard Business Review, and Foreign Policy. He has
appeared on CBS, PBS, CNN, the BBC, NPR, MSNBC, C-Span, and the Christian Broadcasting Network,
among others. Prior to joining New America, Lynn was executive editor of Global Business Magazine for
seven years, and worked as a correspondent in Peru, Venezuela, and the Caribbean for the Associated
Press and Agence France Presse.
Key Publications
•
•

Cornered: The New Monopoly Capitalism and the Economics of Destruction (Book, 2010)
End of the Line: The Rise and Coming Fall of the Global Corporation (Book, 2005)
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Maria Mazzucato
Professor of Innovation and Public Value at Univeristy College London
Director of the Institute for Innovation and Public Purpose
Professor Mariana Mazzucato is the founder and director of the UCL Institute for Innovation and Public
Purpose (IIPP) which provides new thinking on public policy driven by public purpose (UCL website) and
examines the organisational capabilities necessary for mission-oriented policies. Missions lead to systemwide approaches and cross-sectoral collaborations to tackle societal challenges like climate change and
inequalities.
Previously, she held the RM Philips Chair in the Economics of Innovation at Social Policy Research Unit the
University of Sussex, and other academic positions in universities around the world. Her research focuses
on the relationship between economic growth, innovation and financial markets and how to achieve
innovation-led, smart and inclusive growth. She was awarded the New Statesman SPERI Prize in Political
Economy in 2014, the Hans-Matthöfer Preis in 2015 and the Leontief Prize for Advancing the Frontiers of
Economic Thought in 2018. She is a policy advisor on innovation-led inclusive growth and is a member of
the Scottish Government’s Council of Economic Advisors, the United Nations Sustainable Development
Solutions Network Leadership Council and the Finnish Innovation Fund SITRA’s Advisory Panel.
In The Entrepreneurial State: debunking public vs. private sector myths written in 2013, she argues it is
necessary to rethink of the role of the state not just as a market-fixer but as a market-shaper. In 2016, she
co-edited Rethinking Capitalism: Economics and Policy for Sustainable and Inclusive Growth with Michael
Jacobs (published by Wiley/Political Quarterly, 2016) which contains proposals on new ways of thinking
about capitalism to achieve a more inclusive, innovative and sustainable growth. Her latest book published
in 2018, The Value of Everything: Making and Taking in the Global Economy (published by Penguin, Allen
Lane), discusses the need for a new framework on how we think about the value-creation process, rather
than focusing on the value-extraction process. Her recent work purports that today’s challenges like climate
change can be resolved by mission-oriented policies as the private, public and third sector actors can cocreate and shape future economic growth
Key Publications
•
•

The Value of Everything: Making and Taking in the Global Economy (Book, 2018)
The Entrepreneurial State: Debunking Public vs. Private Sector Myths (Book, 2013)
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Marc Mézard
Director of the École Normale Supérieure
Marc is a physicist by training, specialising in statistical physics of disordered systems. An outstanding
research director at the CNRS, he has authored more than 170 articles and two books. His work on
disordered magnetic systems has yielded a framework and set of methods (cavity method) for understanding
the emergence of new phenoma due to collective behavior. This has been applied to disciplines including
finance and economics. Recently, Marc was reappointed as Director of the École Normale Supérieure.

Key Publications
•
•
•

•

Opinion: artificial intelligence and scientific intelligence (Europhysics news, 2018)
Artificial intelligence and its limits (Europhysics news, 2018)
Spin Glass Theory and Beyond: An Introduction to the Replica Method and Its Applications (Book,
1987)
Information, Physics, and Computation (Book, 2009)
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Susanna Moorehead
Chair of the Development Assistance Committee (DAC)
Susanna Moorehead, previously British Ambassador to Ethiopia and Djibouti and UK Permanent
Representative to the African Union and the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, was appointed
Chair of the OECD’s Development Assistance Committee (DAC) in late 2018. Ms Moorehead took up her
functions as Chair on 18 February 2019.
Over a 30-year career in international diplomacy and development, Ms Moorehead has worked as Director
of West and Southern Africa at the UK Department for International Development, served as Executive
Director on the Board of the World Bank and directed field-based famine and rehabilitation programmes in
rural Mali for Save the Children.
During her ambassadorial posting in Addis Ababa, from January 2016, Ms Moorehead worked closely with
the Ethiopian government to support reform.
“Ms Moorehead brings the DAC a wealth of experience in international development that ranges from highlevel political strategizing to overseeing hard work on the ground in low-income rural villages,” said OECD
Secretary-General Angel Gurría. “I am confident that Ms Moorehead will be a valuable leader of the DAC at
this crucial time for international co-operation to reach the Sustainable Development Goals”.

28

NEW APPROACHES TO ECONOMIC CHALLENGES (NAEC)

Konrad Pesendorfer
Chair of the Committee on Statistics and Statistical Policy (CSSP)
Konrad Pesendorfer is Director General of Statistics Austria since 2010, with responsibility for all statistical
matters and international affairs. In this function he is represents Austria in the European Statistical System
Committee (ESSC), the top decision making body of the European Statistical System, where the Heads of
European Statistical Institutes and Eurostat gather regularly. Since 2015, Mr. Pesendorfer is chairman of
the OECD’s Committee on Statistics and Statistical Policy. Since 2016, he is Co-Chair (together with India’s
T.C. Anant) of the International Comparison Program Governing Board of the UN/Worldbank, set up to
calculate worldwide Purchasing Power Parities. He is also a member of the Austrian Fiscal Council,
assessing and advising the government on fiscal policy issues. Mr. Pesendorfer is President of the Austrian
Statistical Society.
Mr. Pesendorfer started his professional career as an economist at the Oesterreichische Nationalbank, the
Austrian Central Bank, and at the Federal Ministry of Finance, was Economic and Financial Counsellor at
the Permanent Mission of Austria to the OECD and Counsellor to the Executive Board of the European
Central Bank in Frankfurt. Before being nominated to his current position Mr. Pesendorfer was the Economic
Policy Adviser to the Austrian Prime Minister.
Mr. Pesendorfer studied economics at the Vienna University of Economics and Business Administration and
holds a Ph.D. in economics. He was lecturer on international economics at the H.E.C. Business School in
Paris and at the Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris (Sciences Po) in Paris.
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Gabriela Ramos
OECD Chief of Staff and Sherpa to the G20
Gabriela Ramos is the OECD Chief of Staff and Sherpa to the G20, and in this capacity supports the
Secretary General’s leadership. She is responsible for the contributions of the OECD to the global agenda,
including in the G20, G7, APEC and oversees the Global Relations Secretariat. She promoted the G20
Gender target, as well as the G20 Global Forum on Steel Excess Capactiy, the G20 Climate and Growth
analysis and the G7 Business for Inclusive Growth, among many other deliverables. She leads the Inclusive
Growth Initiative and the New Approaches to Economic Challenges and oversees the Employment and
Social Affairs work (including gender work).
Previously, she served as Head of the OECD Office in Mexico and Latin America, co-ordinating several
reports on Mexico to advance the health and education reform. She contributed to the implementation of
the “Seguro Popular” to give access to health services to a large share of uncovered population, and helped
established the National Institute for Evaluation of Education. She developed the OECD’s Mexico Forum
and edited and launched the “Getting it Right” flagship publication series.
Prior to joining the OECD, Ms Ramos held several positions in the Mexican Government, and launched a
consultancy firm leading major environmental and social projects. She was also Professor of International
Economy at the Universidad Iberoamericana and at the Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México. Ms
Ramos holds an MA in Public Policy from Harvard University, and is a Fulbright and Ford MacArthur fellow.
She was decorated with the Ordre du Merit by the President of France, François Hollande, in 2013. Her
work to promote gender equality earned her the 2017 and 2018 Forbes Excellence award as well as being
included, for two consecuitve years (2018-2019) as part of Apolitco 100 most influential people on gender.
She is member of the board of the Paris Peace Forum and the Advisory Board of UNICEF.
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Manfred Schekulin
Chair of the Investment Committee (INV)
Manfred Schekulin is Director for Export and Investment Policy at the Federal Ministry of Economics and
Labour of Austria and Chairman of the OECD Investment Committee, and Co-Chairman of South East
Europe Compact for Reform, Investment, Integrity and Growth. He is also Lecturer at the University of
Management Studies in Krems, Austria and at the Vienna University of Economics and Business
Administration. He has a Doctorate in Law, a Master’s degree in Social and Economic Sciences/
Economics (University of Vienna) and a MBA (Vienna University of Economics and Business
Administration).
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Dennis J. Snower
Founder and President of the Global Solutions Initiative
Dennis J. Snower is President of the Global Solutions Initiative, which provides policy advice to the G20.
He is Senior Professor at the Hertie School of Governance, Berlin; Senior Research Fellow of the Blavatnik
School of Governance, Oxford University; Non-resident Fellow of The Brookings Institution and visiting
Professor at University College, London.
Furthermore, he is a Research Fellow at the Center for Economic Policy Research (London), at IZA (Institute
for the Future of Work, Bonn), and CESifo (Munich).
Dennis J. Snower was born in Vienna, Austria, where he went to the American International School. He
earned a BA and MA from New College, Oxford University, and an MA and a PhD at Princeton University.
He served most recently as President of the Kiel Institute for the World Economy, where he is now a
president emeritus, until 2019 and was previously Professor of Economics at Birkbeck College, University
of London.
In 2017, he was Co-Chairman of the officially mandated Think 20 Engagement Group (T20), advising the
German G20 presidency.
He is an expert on labor economics, public policy and inflation-unemployment tradeoffs. As part of his
research career, he originated the “insider-outsider” theory of employment and unemployment with Assar
Lindbeck; “caring economics” with Tania Singer; the theory of “high-low search” with Steve Alpern; the “chain
reaction theory of unemployment” and the theory of “frictional growth” with Marika Karanassou and Hector
Sala. He has made seminal contributions to the design of employment subsidies and welfare accounts. He
has published extensively on employment policy, the design of welfare systems, and monetary and fiscal
policy.
He has been a visiting professor at many universities around the world, including Columbia, Princeton,
Dartmouth, Harvard, the European University Institute, Stockholm University, and the Vienna Institute of
Advanced Studies.
Furthermore, he has advised a variety of international organisations and national governments on
macroeconomic policy, employment policy and welfare state policy.
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Irena Sodin
Ambassador to the OECD, Permanent Representative of Slovenia
Ambassador Irena Sodin took up her duties as Permanent Representative of Slovenia to the OECD on 13
February 2017.
Ms. Sodin holds a degree in Economics from the University of Ljubljana; she took part in the Executive
Development Programme of the World Bank at Harvard University in 1999 as well as the International Visitor
Leadership Programme at the US State Department in 2003.
In 1983, Ms. Sodin joined Ljubljanska banka, the largest Slovenian bank, as a member of the Export Credit
Department promoting Slovenian exporters chiefly in the Western markets. In 1996, Ms. Sodin joined the
Ministry of Finance where she held a number of high-ranking positions: from 1997 to 2001, she was Senior
Adviser and Undersecretary of State at the Office of the Minister and the International Department; from
2001 to 2005, Ms. Sodin was Head of the International Department, from 2001 to 2005, she was a member
of the Administrative Council of the CEB, then Vice-Chairperson and Chair of the Board of the Centre of
Excellence in Finance.
From 2005 to 2014, Ms. Sodin joined the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development as an Adviser
and Alternate Director in the Constituency Office of Belgium, Luxembourg and Slovenia.
From 2014 until her appointment as Permanent Representative of Slovenia to the OECD, she was State
Secretary at the Ministry of Finance and member of the Economic and Financial Committee for Slovenia at
the EU.

33

NEW APPROACHES TO ECONOMIC CHALLENGES (NAEC)

Kenneth A. Swinnerton
Chair of the Employment, Labour and Social Affairs Committee (ELSAC)
Kenneth A. Swinnerton holds a Ph.D. in economics from Georgetown University. He holds undergraduate
degrees from the University of Pennsylvania. He serves currently as the Chief of the Division of Economic
and Labor Research in the Bureau of International Labor Affairs at the United States Department of Labor.
In this capacity, he also serves as the Chair of the Working Party on Employment at the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development. Dr. Swinnerton's research activities have covered issues such
as the economics of core labor standards, economic causes and consequences of child labor, the labor
market implications of financial crises, the informal sector, economic welfare analyses of minimum wage
laws, job stability, and the employment impacts of trade agreements. Among others, Dr. Swinnerton has
had papers appear in the American Economic Review, the Journal of Political Economy, and the Journal of
Labor Economics.
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Albert van Jaarsveld
Director General and Chief Executive Officer, International Institute for Applied
Systems Analysis (IIASA)
As Director General and CEO, Van Jaarsveld is responsible for the formulation, management, and
administration of all research programs and other activities at IIASA. Prior to joining IIASA, Van Jaarsveld
was the Vice-Chancellor and Principal of the University of KwaZulu-Natal in South Africa, and President and
CEO of the South African National Research Foundation (NRF).
He obtained his PhD in Zoology from the University of Pretoria, and pursued postdoctoral studies and
research in conservation biology and global security in Australia and the UK respectively, and completed
executive management training at Harvard University. His research work focused on biodiversity and
conservation planning, biodiversity and climate change, as well as ecosystem services. He was appointed
full professor at both the Universities of Pretoria and Stellenbosch, and has published in excess of 100
primary research papers, including highly cited works in Science and Nature.
On the international front, he has served as co-chair of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment follow-up:
Sub-global assessments and as a member of the International Council for Science (ICSU) nominations
committee. He also held positions as Intergovernmental Science-policy Platform on Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services science focal point; Chair of the G8 science ministers group of senior officials on global
research infrastructure; Chair of the International Group of Funding Agencies; Co-Chair of the Belmont
Forum; and as a member of the ICSU review panel (2013-2014) and the IPBES external review panel
(2018).

35

NEW APPROACHES TO ECONOMIC CHALLENGES (NAEC)

William White
Economist, former Chair of the Economic Development Review Committee (EDRC)
He is a Canadian economist who is the chairman of the Economic and Development Review Committee at
the OECD. He is famous for flagging the wild behaviour in the debt markets before the global storm hit in
2008 (Great Recession).
Born in Kenora, Ontario, he was educated at the He is a Canadian economist who is the chairman of the
Economic and Development Review Committee at the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD). He is famous for flagging the wild behaviour in the debt markets before the global
storm hit in 2008 (Great Recession).
Born in Kenora, Ontario, he was educated at the University of Windsor and the University of Manchester. In
1969, he began his career as an economist at the Bank of England, the central bank of the United Kingdom.
In 1972 he joined the Bank of Canada, the central bank of Canada, where he spent 22 years. His first six
years at the Bank of Canada were with the Department of Banking and Financial Analysis, first as an
economist and finally as Deputy Chief. In 1978, White became Deputy Chief of the Research Department
and was made Chief of the Department in 1979. He was appointed Adviser to the Governor in 1984 and
Deputy Governor of the Bank of Canada in September 1988.
In 1994, he joined the Bank for International Settlements (BIS), the Swiss-based bank of central banks, as
manager in the Monetary and Economic Department. From May 1995 to June 2008, he served as its
Economic Adviser and Head of the Monetary and Economic Department. He retired from the BIS on 30
June 2008.
He predicted the financial crisis of 2007–2010 before 2007's subprime meltdown (Subprime mortgage
crisis). He was one of the critics of Alan Greenspan's theory of the role of Monetary Policy as early as 1996.
He challenged the former Federal Reserve chairman's view that central bankers cannot effectively slow the
causes of asset bubbles. In October 2009 he was appointed chairman of the Economic and Development
Review Committee at the OECD in Paris. This committee carries on regular evaluations of the policies of
both member countries and aspiring members of the OECD. In his capacity as chairman, he also contributes
to meetings of WP1 and the Economic Policy Committee of the OECD. He was a member of the Issing
Commission, advising the German chancellor on G-20 issues.
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