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DTM FLOW MONITORING -
MEDITERRANEAN 
 The Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) Flow Monitoring System in the 
Mediterranean aims to collect and regularly update information on migrants and 
asylum-seekers arriving in Europe, in order to provide an accurate and timely 
overview of the migration flows. 

  

 Considering the scale and complexity of the current migration flows in Europe, DTM 
offers a holistic and dynamic approach to gathering information in order to better 
understand the evolving situation in the countries of origin, transit and destination 

   

 



DTM FLOW MONITORING -
MEDITERRANEAN 
 Specifically, DTM flow monitoring: 

  Identify and monitor main locations along the migrant routes  

  Map routes used by the migrants and asylum-seekers  

  Gather information on nationality, sex and age of the migrants and asylum-seekers and 
specific vulnerabilities  

  Identify general migration trends  

 The information gathered through DTM provides better understanding of the basic profiles of 

the population on the move, including where they came from, the routes they are taking and 

their reasons for moving. The information enables Governments and stakeholders to provide 

more targeted assistance to the affected population. 



DTM COMPREHENSIVE MIGRATION 
FLOWS SURVEY (CFMS)  
  

 
  Request for various data (more in-depth)  

  Collect information at different stages of the migration 

trajectory 

  Collect data on relevant topics at one point in time to obtain 

more in-depth knowledge regarding migration flows to Europe 

   

 



DTM CFMS  

  

 

 “ …. Despite the fact that more data is available for various thematic areas than 
others it must be concluded that there is a great lack of data-collection and 
studies that aim to collect all data at one point in time under one exercise. 
Currently (the majority of) data to answer the core research questions are 
captured by different sources at different points in time. In order to make a 
structured comparative analysis IOM believes that an activity that aims to 
capture all data in one time-bounded exercise is of great importance.  

 It is therefore that under the next phase of this project IOM aims to further 
build upon the existing global DTM structures to further extend available data 
on certain thematic areas and further ensure that ‘missing’ data for other 
thematic areas is better explored and captured where possible…” (IOM/DTM, 
2016) 

 



DTM CFMS  

  

 

  Phased approach 
   Desk Review phase to identify data gaps and final research questions (incl. 
thematic areas) 

   Tools development phase (incl. testing) 

   Data collection  

   Data analysis and reporting  

   Dialogue with relevant stakeholders and migration policy makers  

  Round 1 (2016): Afghan and Pakistani migrants   

  Round 2 (2017): Ethiopian, Iraqi, Nigerian and Somali migrants  



THEMATIC AREAS DTM CMFS 
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COLLECTING DATA DTM CMFS 
ROUND 1  

DTM DATA COLLECTION  

  

WHERE   Afghanistan 

 Pakistan 

 Eastern and Southern Europe 

 Western Europe 

  

WHOM   Afghan migrants: 1) before departure, 2) en route, 3) final destination, 4) upon return 

 Pakistani migrants: 1) before departure, 2) en route, 3) final destination, 4) upon return 

 Afghan and Pakistan ‘families left behind’ (households with migrants to/in Europe) 
  

HOW   Six data-collection tools  

WHAT Each research tools will “produce” a dataset  variables under each data set are linked to the 

eight thematic areas  each tool (and therewith its data-set) has core variables that can be used 

for cross-analysis between the different tools (data-sets)   

  



DTM CFMS ROUND 1 SURVEY 
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DATA-SETS 



DTM CFMS ROUND 1 – LESSONS 
LEARNED   
  

 
 Tools and target groups: families left behind  

  Tools vs Research questions/thematic areas:  
  Migration routes and trajectories  

  Vulnerabilities during different stages of the journey  

  Role of the diaspora  

  Drivers of migration and actual decision making  

  Perceptions of Europe  

  Migration options and choices  

 

 



THEMATIC AREAS DTM CMFS 
ROUND 2  
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COLLECTING DATA DTM CMFS 
ROUND 2  
DTM DATA COLLECTION  (PILLAR 1)  

  

WHERE   Home countries  

 Transit countries (selected) 

 Final destination country (selected) 

 Return country  

  

WHOM  Ethiopian, Iraqi, Nigerian, and Somali migrants: 1) before departure, 2) en route, 3) final 

destination, 4) upon return 

  

HOW  4 data-collection tools  

WHAT Each research tools will “produce” a dataset  variables under each data set are linked to the 

five thematic areas/10 research questions  each tool (and therewith its data-set) has core 

variables that can be used for cross-analysis between the different tools (data-sets)   

  



WAY FORWARD 

  

 
  Publications (general finding, thematic snapshots, country 
snapshots, policy briefs).  

 Round 1 vs round 2  

 Dialogue with key stakeholders (incl. policy makers)  

   

 



QUESTIONS  

FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CONTACT: 
DTMSUPPORT@IOM.INT 


