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In co-operation with the Presidency of the Government and the Tunisian Ministry 
of Youth Affairs and Sport, the OECD is organising a regional conference in Tunis 
on 27 and 28 November 2018 on youth participation in public life at the local 
level. The event is part of the project “Youth in Public Life: Towards Open and 
Inclusive Youth Engagement” undertaken in Tunisia, Morocco and Jordan, and 
funded by the MENA Transition Fund under the G7 Deauville Partnership.  

This second regional conference aims to continue the exchange of good practices 
and key mechanisms that allow the tailoring of public policies and youth services 
to the needs of young men and women of the MENA region. Under the auspices 
of the Presidency of the Government and the Tunisian Ministry of Youth Affairs 
and Sport, this conference will bring together young men and women from 
the MENA region, senior officials of Ministries of Youth and other ministries 
working on youth, as well as youth associations and other non-governmental 
organisations from MENA and OECD countries. 

The objective is to consolidate the exchange of good practices and experiences 
between the three partner countries of the project (Jordan, Morocco and 
Tunisia) as well as with other MENA and OECD member countries to address 
this important challenge and empower MENA’s youth to play a greater role in 
policymaking, especially at the local level.

OVERVIEW AND OBJECTIVES OF THE REGIONAL CONFERENCE

CONTEXT

The low level of youth participation in public life is a global challenge. Surveys 
undertaken in the MENA region confirm this trend and show that young men 
and women in the region report lower levels of trust in government than their 
parents do.  
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In Tunisia, only 3% of young people are active members of an association and 
only 1% are affiliated to political parties1. Youth voter turnout in the latest local 
elections amounted to 32.6%. In Jordan, the participation rate of 17-30 year olds 
in the latest parliamentary elections did not exceed 35%. In Morocco, only 36% 
of youth regularly participate in elections. 

While these figures show that young people do not take part in public life through 
traditional means of participation, it remains true that many young people are 
very active in civil society and demonstrate their interest through new means of 
communication. 

Furthermore, several governments in the MENA region have undertaken major 
reforms aimed at strengthening the involvement and inclusion of young people’s 
opinion. In Tunisia, articles 8 and 133 of the 2014 Constitution recognize youth 
as an active force in building the nation and endorse the full participation and 
representation of young people in local councils. The Constitution of Morocco 
has enshrined the principle of youth participation in the social, economic, 
cultural and political development of the country in its article 33. The Jordanian 
government has placed youth empowerment as one of its highest priorities, as 
highlighted by the 6th Working Paper (2016) of HM King Abdullah II. 

Ongoing reforms in the region also take into account changing communication 
methods and practices, and the political interest of youth expressed through 
alternative means of engagement. Indeed, today’s political, social and 
technological conditions offer the opportunity to promote open governance. 
The adoption of laws for access to information in Jordan (2017), Tunisia (2016) 
and Morocco (2018), coupled with their participation in the Open Government 
Partnership, provide key tools for participation. 

In addition, the process of regionalisation or decentralisation, carried out in 
various MENA countries, provide additional opportunities for youth participation 
in public decision-making. In fact, the proximity that results from decentralisation 
(or regionalisation) allows, on the one hand, a more direct and frequent 
communication and thus a greater understanding of the real needs of young 
people, and offers, on the other hand, greater participation opportunities. With this 
shift towards greater government proximity, the new means of communication, 
combined with the Open Government tools, offer new perspectives for a better 
participation of young people that enable them to become both actors and 
recipients of public policies and services that better meet their needs. 



DAY 1: NOVEMBER 27th

9:00 - 10:30  OPENING SESSION

Kairouan Room

SPEAKERS

Mr. Riadh Mouakhar
Secretary General of the Government, Tunisia.

8:30 - 9:00  WELCOME RECEPTION & REGISTRATION

MODERATOR

Mr. Mehdi Kattou
Mr. Kattou is an architecte, journalist and 
communicator, he is the CEO of  katsai 
production et communication. Politics and 
littérature amateur, he is the author of the 
political essay « chronique d’une révolution 
avortée », published in 2013.

Sheraton Hotel

Ms. Sonia Ben Cheikh
Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports, Tunisia.



Mr. Thabet Al Nabulsi
Secretary General to the Minister of Youth, 
Jordan.

Ms. Carol McQueen
Ambassador of Canada to Tunisia.

Ms. Irène Hors
Deputy Director of the Public Governance 
Directorate, OECD.

10:30 - 11:00  GROUP PHOTO & COFFEE BREAK

Mr. Abdelkaddous Saadaoui
Secretary of State in Charge of Youth, Tunisia.



YOUTH WORKSHOPS Morning Session

11:00 - 12:30  Workshop #1: Youth and the Government 

Youth policies for better participation of young people in 
public life

Amilcar Room

A national youth policy aims to impove the co-ordination and coherence 
of youth policies and services, given the crosscutting thematic areas to 
be covered (such as education, health, employment, mobility, security, 
housing and justice). Therefore, an integrated youth policy approach 
enables different ministries to work together to achieve strategic 
objectives, which are later translated into concrete action plans to be 
implemented at national and local levels.

Furthermore, youth policies can put in place mechanisms and tools 
that systematically involve young people in the development and 
implementation of public policies and services, to ensure that they meet 
the real needs of young people.

• How do youth policies promote an enabling environment for 
youth participation?

• What are the tools for involving young people more in the 
development and implementation of public policies and 
services?

• How can we ensure that public services are accessible to young 
people and meet their real needs?

MODERATOR

Mr. Hussein Al-Sarayreh
Mr. Sarayreh is a Legal Services Consultant at 
the Justice Center for Legal Aid in Jordan, as well 
as a human rights and sustainable development 
activist, focusing on investigative journalism and 
advocacy campaigns.



SPEAKERS

Mr. Kamel Larbi
Mr. Larbi is General Director of Youth in the 
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sport in Tunisia. 
He is also a graduate of l’Institut du Défense 
National.

Mr. Hassan Khawaj
Mr. Khawaji is General Director of Youth in the 
Ministry of Youth in Jordan.

Mr. Nizar Basalat
Mr. Basalat is Director General of Planning & 
Policy Making at DG Youth Palestine, part-
time teacher at AlQuds Open University, and 
is Board Member of a number of committees 
and councils for peoples of disability.

Mr. Moritz Ader
Mr. Ader is an OECD Policy Analyst and 
Manager of the project “Youth in Public Life” 
in Jordan.



11:00 - 12:30  Workshop #2: Youth and the City

Open Government and the fight against corruption for a local 
governance that meets the needs of young people

Marhaba Room

The processes of regionalisation or advanced decentralisation, which are 
carried out in many MENA countries, offer new opportunities for youth 
participaton. Given their proximity to citizens, local governments can foster 
better communication with citizens, which promotes a better understanding 
of their real needs and enables the formulation and execution of more 
responsive public policies and services that meet the needs of all citizens.

In parallel, ongoing open government initiatives and strategies in the MENA 
region related to access to information, citizen consultation, and participatory 
budgeting at the local level provide young people with tools that enable 
them to better understand public action, fight corruption and participate 
in public decision-making. Such tools facilitate all forms of communication 
between citizens and public decision-makers.

• How to ensure that citizens’ voices are fully heard and taken into 
account at the local level?

• How to use open government principles and tools at the local level 
to encourage youth participation?

• How to enable young people to become actors in the fight against 
corruption?

MODERATOR

Mr. Ahmed Rafrafi
Mr. Rafrafi teaches journalism. He is also passionate 
about media activities at the local level.

Mr. Otmane Gair
Mr. Gair is Director of Youth, Children & Women’s 
Affairs at the Moroccan Ministry of Youth and Sports, 
as well as Professor at the University Hassan II in 
Casablanca.

SPEAKERS



Mr. Elyes Ezzine
Mr. Ezzine is founding President of the Tunisian 
Institute for Democracy & Development. He is also 
a lawyer and consultant in local governance and 
participatory approaches.

Mr. Rui Teixeira
Mr. Teixeira is a Representative of the City Council 
in the Youth Council in his native Vila Nova de 
Gaia, Portugal. He is passionate about education 
and youth participation in governance.

Mr. Moatez Chaouachi
Mr. Chaouchi is project manager of the World 
Bank’s technical assistance programme to Tunisia’s 
Open Government Partnership (OGP) commit-
ments, including on: Open data, citizen and youth 
engagement and access to information.

Ms. Dhouha Hamdi
Technical expert in local governance and youth 
engagement, Ms. Hamdi is in charge of youth 
participation in her commune.

Ms. Imen El Fehri
Ms. El Fehri is Member of the Municipal Council 
of La Marsa and Leader of the Participatory 
Democracy and Open Government Commission.

Ms. Imen Belhadi
Ms. Belhadi is Director General of the National 
Observatory of Youth in Tunisia.



Mr. Aslem Souli
Mr. Souli is a young activist doctor. 
He supervises projects tackling youth 
participation, peace and local governance 
at BEDER Organisation for Citizenship 
and Sustainable Development.

SPEAKERS

Mr. Othmane Bentaouzer
Mr. Bentaouzer is a Master’s student in political 
science at l’Université Mohamed V of Rabat and 
is working part-time as Research Assistant and 
Project Manager in Tafra, Morocco.

13:30 - 15:00  Workshop #1: Youth and the Government

Youth policies for better participation of young people in 
public life

Amilcar Room

MODERATOR

YOUTH WORKSHOPS Afternoon Session

Ms. Rim Garnaoui
Ms. Garnaoui is Public Service Counsellor, 
Director of the Unit for E-Administration within 
the Presidency of the Government, Tunisia.

12:30 - 13:30  LUNCH



Mr. Assad Thebian
Mr. Thebian is a Lebanese social and political 
activist, as well as a communications strategist. 
He is a founder of GHERBAL INTIATIVE, a civil 
enterprise that pushes for data transparency 
and accountability.

Ms. Katharina Zuegel
Ms. Zuegel is Policy Analyst at the OECD, 
focusing on Open Government in the MENA 
region.

Ms. Sanah Yassin
Ms. Yassin is Program Manager at Partners-
Jordan and Lead Researcher for the Open 
Government Partnership’s Independent 
Research Mechanism in Jordan.

Ms. Naouel Amar
Ms. Amar works in the Subdirectorate of 
Interministerial Youth and Community Life 
Policies, which oversees actions in the field 
of youth reporting to several ministerial 
departments.



13:30 - 15:00  Workshop #2: Youth and the City

Open Government and the fight against corruption for a 
local governance that meets the needs of young people

Marhaba Room

Mr. Nidal Benali Cherkaoui
Mr. Benali Cherkaoui is the President of the Net-
work of Local Youth Councils in Morocco, as well 
as President of the Local Youth Council of Asilah 
since 2013.

MODERATOR

Mr. Shah Mahmud
Mr. Mahmud is a UK Home Office funded Co-
ordinator with a remit to tackle extremism and 
hate crime. He has a background in developing 
youth-led initiatives to identify programmes that 
promote public safety.

SPEAKERS

Mr. Ali Sider
Mr. Sider is Team Leader at Support Youth Leaders, 
an NGO in Jordan. He promotes youth leadership 
at conferences and workshops across the world, 
and is a volunteer Co-ordinator for the HeForShe 
Movement in Jordan.



Mr. Moez Attia
Mr. Attia is President of the Association of Kolna 
Tounes. He holds a doctorate in information and 
communication technology engineering and is 
Associate Professor at the University of Carthage.

Ms. Emma Bonar
Ms. Bonar works with the Norwegian Refugee 
Council in Jordan as Youth Specialist with 
responsibility for Youth programme. Ms. Bonar 
has over 10 years of experience in designing and 
implementing education programmes for children 
and youth across Africa, Asia and the Middle East.

15:00 - 15:30  COFFEE BREAK

Mr. Moath Al-Akayleh
Mr. Al-Akayleh is Director of the Center of De-
velopment Pioneers in Tafileh, Jordan, as well as 
Programme Co-ordinator of the Sourthern Region 
at Ruwwad For Development, and volunteers with 
many youth organisations.

Ms. Amel Adouani
Ms. Adouani teaches youth, has a doctoral degree 
in cultural sciences and she is passionate about 
alternative and data media.



15:30 - 17:00  MEET THE MINISTER/PARLIAMENTARIAN/     
MAYOR

Kairouan Room

This dynamic session will allow three groups of young participants 
to openly discuss and interact with three public decision-makers. In 
an innovative, open and informal format, each group will have three 
sessions of 30 minutes of Q&A with three public decision-makers.

MODERATORS

Ms. Amira Tlili
Ms. Tlili is an OECD Policy Analyst and 
Manager of the project “Youth in Public Life” 
in Tunisia.

Ms. Charlotte Denise-Adam
Ms. Denise-Adam is an OECD Policy Analyst 
and Manager of the project “Youth in Public 
Life” in Morocco.

Ms. Ines Kharrat Driss
Ms. Kharrat Driss is Advisor for Public Services 
at the Presidency of the Government, Tunisia. 
She is in charge of the Youth Engagement 
Project and the SDG16 Project in Tunisia.



Mr. Mohammed Rayan Hamzaoui
Mr. Rayan Hamzaoui, a young citizen active 
in Tunisian civil society, was elected Mayor of 
the city of Ezzahra at the age of 30.

Mr. Abdelkaddous Saadaoui
An engineer by training and member of the 
political party Afek Tounes, Mr. Saadaoui was 
appointed Secretary of State for Youth in 
Tunisia at the age of 34.

Ms. Leila Oueslati Bousleh
Ms. Oueslati Bousleh is Deputy in the As-
sembly of Representatives of the People in 
Tunisia, rapporteur and Vice President of the 
Commission for Youth, Cultural Affairs and 
Education.

GUESTS



17:00 - 17:30  SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS
Kairouan Room

Mr. Nidal Benali Cherkaoui
Mr. Benali Cherkaoui is the President of the 
Network of Local Youth Councils in Morocco, 
as well as President of the Local Youth Council 
of Asilah since 2013.

Ms. Lamia Benhoummane
Ms. Benhoummane is Policy Analyst at the 
OECD; she works on the project “Youth in 
Public Life” in Jordan. 

SPEAKERS

Mr. Hussein Al-Sarayreh
Mr. Sarayreh is a Legal Services Consultant at 
the Justice Center for Legal Aid in Jordan, as well 
as a human rights and sustainable development 
activist, focusing on investigative journalism and 
advocacy campaigns.

Mr. Ahmed Rafrafi
Mr. Rafrafi teaches journalism. He is also 
passionate about media activities at the local 
level.



DAY 2: NOVEMBER 28th

9:00 - 9:30  WELCOME RECEPTION

Cultural Centre of Menzah 6

This TEDx talk session will be an opportunity to meet bright and 
inspiring young women and men, who will share with participants 
their vision and personal experience with regards to participation in 
public life.

9:30 - 11:30  YOUTH EXPERIENCES FOR BETTER LIVES! 

SPEAKERS

Ms. Rasha Al Katheeb
Ms. Al Katheeb is founder of MindShift, a start-
up that teaches youth about entrepreneurship. 
She is a Jordanian student at the American 
University of Beirut but spends much of her 
time speaking at and organising workshops, 
summits and other events.

MODERATOR

Mr. Sami Fartouna
Mr. Fartouna is Animator at the Cultural Centre 
of Tunisia.

Mr. Amine Raghib
Mr. Raghib is ia Moroccan blogger, youtuber 
and founder of the website “Code of 
Professionals” in Morocco.



Ms. Mouna Saihi
Ms. Saihi is a Moroccan sociologist and 
consultant specialised in project management 
and citizen participation. She is founder of 
PublicPart, a start-up seeking to improve 
relations between public decision-makers and 
citizens.

Mr. Hichem Ouertani
Mr. Ouertani is the President of the Tunisian 
Confederation of Junior Enterprises as well as 
a consultant in Advocacy with the United Na-
tions ECOSOC. He is passionate about Youth 
engagement and Advocacy.

Mr. Assad Thebian
Mr. Thebian is a Lebanese social and political 
activist, as well as a communications strategist. 
He is a founder of GHERBAL INTIATIVE, a civil 
enterprise that pushes for data transparency 
and acountability.

11:30 - 12:00  COFFEE BREAK

Mme Amel Ridane
Ms. Ridene is an elected Youth Advisor to the 
World Scout Committee, the executive body of 
the World Organization of the Scout Move-
ment and an active volunteer with Scouts and 
JCI at local, national and International level.



12:00 - 12:30  ARTISTIC PRESENTATION

12:30 - 13:00  PRESENTATION OF CONCLUSIONS
This session will highlight the main ideas discussed in the various 
workshops, meetings and presentations. It will also present the 
conclusions of the conference. 

SPEAKERS

Mr. Slim Ben Jrad
Mr. Ben Jrad is Director General for Govern-
ance at the Presidency of the Government, 
Tunisia.

Ms. Miriam Allam
Ms. Allam is Head of the MENA-OECD 
Governance Programme at the OECD.



13:00 - 13:30  CLOSING SESSION

13:30 - 16:30  LUNCH & VISIT OF BARDO MUSEUM

SPEAKERS

Ms. Sarah Hermanutz
Ms. Hermanutz is Policy Analyst at the OECD, 
focusing on the inclusion of young people and 
women in public life.

Ms. Imen Belhadi
Ms. Belhadi is Director General of the National 
Youth Observatory of Tunisia.



The Project “Youth in Public Life”

The Project “Youth in Public Life: Towards Open and Inclusive Youth 
Engagement”, funded by the MENA Transition Fund under the G7 
Deauville Partnership, supports the efforts of Jordan, Morocco and 
Tunisia in promoting more active and inclusive youth engagement in 
public life and in delivering public services that best meet the needs 
of young people by:

• Supporting the design and implementation of national youth 
policies and strategies that are both cross-cutting and applicable 
to all levels of government;

• Strengthening the legislative and institutional framework at both 
the central and local levels for engaging youth in public life;

• Promoting innovative ways to strengthen the dialogue between 
youth and public authorities.

The Project includes country-specific activities as well as opportuni-
ties for discussion of regional policies and for knowledge exchange 
between MENA and OECD countries.



The OECD

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 
is an international body that promote policies to improve the economic 
and social well-being of people around the world. It is made up of 36 
member countries, a secretariat in Paris, and a committee, drawn from 
experts from governments and other fields, for each work area covered 
by the Organisation. The OECD provides a forum in which governments 
can work together to share experiences and seek solutions to common 
problems.

The MENA-OECD Governance Programme.

The MENA-OECD Governance PrograMs. is a strategic partnership 
between Middle East and North Africa (MENA) and OECD countries to 
share knowledge and expertise, with a view of disseminating standards 
and principles of good governance that support the ongoing process 
of reform in the MENA region. The PrograMs. strengthens collaboration 
with the most relevant multilateral initiatives currently underway in the 
region. In particular, the PrograMs. supports the implementation of the 
G7 Deauville Partnership and assists governments in meeting the eligi-
bility criteria to become a member of the Open Government Partner-
ship. Through these initiatives, the PrograMs. acts as a leading advocate 
of managing ongoing public governance reforms in the MENA region. 
The PrograMs. provides a sustainable structure for regional policy dia-
logue as well as for country specific projects. These projects correspond 
to the commitment of MENA governments to implement public sector 
reforms in view of unlocking social and economic development and 
of meeting citizens’ growing expectations in terms of quality services, 
inclusive policymaking and transparency.



NOTES
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CONTACT
Amira TLILI 
Policy Analyst & Manager of the Project in Tunisia
amira.tlili@oecd.org

Charlotte DENISE-ADAM
Policy Analyst & Manager of the Project in Morocco
charlotte.denise-adam@oecd.org

Moritz ADER
Policy Analyst & Manager of the Project in Jordan
moritz.ader@oecd.org

Follow us on Twitter @OECDGov
#Shabab4MENA #OECD4Youth #YouthEngagement 

MENAyouth@oecd.org


