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Excellencies, Ladies, and Gentlemen, 

 

 

It is a great pleasure for me to address the OECD Agricultural Ministerial 

Meeting. I find it opportune that this meeting is held at the OECD for the first 

time in 12 years in the midst of a growing awareness about food security as a 

core issue of the international agenda. 

 

Food security issues  

The global population is increasing and is predicted to continue doing so. 

Meanwhile, climate change and water resource scarcity threaten the basis for 

food production. Moreover, structural changes in the market such as the 

growing demand for agricultural products for biofuels are emerging. With these 

changes, demand for and supply of food will remain challenges for the global 

community in a medium- to long-term perspective.  

 

The recent food crisis since 2008 has convinced us that the maintenance of 

different agriculture systems which are suitable to specific regions, i.e. the 

coexistence of various types of agriculture, is indispensable for ensuring global 

food security. With this in mind, I believe that each country needs to solve the 

issues of food security by strengthening agricultural productivity. 

 

Support to developing countries 

In this respect, let me introduce some of our efforts for global food security. 

Japan has been taking the lead in supporting developing countries’ agriculture 

development by enhancing agricultural productivity, such as through the 

implementation of a program to double rice production in Africa. We also 

promote international investments in agriculture by enhanced coordination 

between the public and private sectors which are designed to benefit both 

investors and recipients.    

 

 



Revitalization of agriculture in Japan 

Japan’s food self-sufficiency ratio has been hovering around the lowest level 

among major developed countries. Japan is convinced that domestic 

production and the multifunctional character of agriculture, such as contributing 

carbon sequestration and supplying renewable energy, play a crucial role in the 

development of the national economy and society. With this in mind, we are 

currently working to introduce new agricultural policies in order to revitalize 

agriculture in our country. Through these efforts, we will also contribute to 

stabilizing the global food situation. 

 

The first Ministerial Meeting on Food Security 

Finally, taking this opportunity, I am pleased to announce that Japan will host 

the first APEC Ministerial Meeting on Food Security in October this year. At this 

meeting, ministers will discuss agricultural and food issues in the Asia-Pacific 

region, taking advantage of the outcome of this OECD Ministerial Meeting. We 

very much look forward to the attendance of all concerned ministers.  

 

 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

 

 


