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An overview of the Breakthrough Agenda 

Launched by world leaders at COP26 by 45 countries representing more than 70% of global 

GDP, with all G7 members endorsing the Agenda.

Countries committed to work together this decade to scale and speed up clean technologies, 

making them affordable and accessible for all, and agreeing on common goals across key 

sectors including power, road transport, steel and hydrogen. 

Progress will be measured, and new recommendations made, in the Breakthrough 

Agenda report led by the IEA, IRENA and the UN High Level Action Champions.

By collaborating in this way, we can make the transition quicker, cheaper and easier for 

everyone - driving faster innovation, greater economies of scale, bigger incentives to invest, 

and level playing fields where needed.

The Breakthrough Agenda’s goal is to accelerate clean technology transitions in each sector 

through strengthened international collaboration, cooperation and coordination.
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Glasgow Breakthroughs 

Breakthrough

Clean power is the most affordable and reliable option for all countries to meet their 

power needs efficiently by 2030

Zero emission vehicles are the new normal and accessible, affordable, and sustainable 

in all regions by 2030

Near-zero emission steel is the preferred choice in global markets, with efficient use 

& near-zero emission steel production established and growing in every region by 2030

Affordable renewable and low carbon hydrogen is globally available by 2030

Sector

Power

Road transport

Steel

Hydrogen

Climate-resilient, sustainable agriculture is the most attractive and widely adopted 

option for farmers everywhere by 2030
Agriculture
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Steel

Glasgow Breakthrough Goal:

“Near-zero emission steel is the preferred choice in global markets, with 

efficient use and near-zero emission steel production established and growing 

in every region by 2030.”

Members include Australia, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Egypt, European Union, Finland, France, 

Germany, Guinea Bissau, Holy See, India, Ireland, Israel, Japan, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Morocco, Namibia, 

New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, United Kingdom, United 

States of America
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Breakthrough Agenda process

Key outputs

• Breakthrough Agenda Report (Sept 

2022): Independent report, led by the 

IEA, IRENA and the UN High Level 

Action Champions, drawing on a wide 

evidence base and with extensive 

consultation. Tracks progress and 

recommends priorities for strengthen 

collaboration.

• Breakthrough Agenda Priority 

Actions (November 2022) Plans:

Developed in collaboration with 

Breakthrough Agenda signatories and 

major international initiatives. 

Responds to the Report 

recommendations by outlining 

commitments from countries and 

initiatives to ongoing and new 

collaborative actions.

Mapping the 
landscape of 
international 
collaboration 
initiatives and 

activities in each 
sector 

Strategic review of 
progress and 

priorities in each 
sector transition

Identifying the most 
urgent opportunities 

to strengthen 
international 
collaboration

Reviewing and 
developing 

priority actions, 
above and 

beyond current 
and collaborative 

actions

Launch action plans in 
response to Report 
recommendations at 

COP27

Countries strengthen 
and prioritise 
international 

collaboration to deliver 
actions via existing 

initiatives

Breakthrough 

Agenda Priority 

Actions

Country 

action

Breakthrough 

Agenda report
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Breakthrough Agenda Timeline

Apr May June July August September October November

CEM/MI 

Ministerial COP27

UNGA/ 

Climate 

Week NY

Mid-July: 

Final draft 

report 

circulated for 

full peer 

review

Aug: 

Final report 

text sent to 

editors/ 

designers.

Early May: 

1st draft of 

the Report

Between 12th-

19th Sept: 

Report  launch 

(pre-CEM/MI)

Phase 1: Establish 

dialogues, initiate report
Phase 2: Refine report, develop recommendations, develop action plans Phase 3: Review, finalise and launch action plans

Start of 

June: 

2nd draft of 

the Report

2nd initiative and country convenings: 

discussing opportunities and formulating 

actions 
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Finalising actions and preparing response to 

report in form of ‘action plans’

Response to 

report 

published 

before or at

COP27

1st initiative and 

country convenings: 

mapping the 

landscape and 

identifying priorities
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Emerging recommendations for the steel sector

Given where the steel sector currently stands in its transition, five areas stand out as priorities 

for strengthening international collaboration, where we recommend the following: 

o Urgently agreeing on common standards for near zero emission steel

o Rapid scale-up of high-quality commitments to purchase near zero emission steel

o Agreeing an approach to enable the trade of near zero emission steel that rewards first 

movers, whilst providing support for a broader set of fast followers

o Immediately increasing public and private funding for research and innovation, 

supported by effective collaborative networks

o Increasing international assistance to catalyse private sector investment in pilot, 

demonstration and commercial-scale plants
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The landscape of international initiatives on steel

Steel Breakthrough in partnership with the initiatives below

Trade Conditions

Knowledge, 

Capability & 

Skills

OECD Steel Committee

tbc

WTO Trade and Environmental Sustainability Structured Discussions

Landscape 

Coordination

Demand Creation 

& Management 
CEM’s Industrial Deep Decarbonisation 

Initiative
First Mover Coalition SteelZero

Infrastructure & 

Supply Chains
tbc

Long-term Vision 

& Action Plans
Leadership Group for Industry Transition Mission Possible Partnership World Steel Association

Finance & 

Investment
GFANZ RMI Centre for Climatee Aligned Finance

Research & 

Innovation

Mission Innovation’s Net Zero Industries 

Mission

IEA’s Industrial Energyy-related Technology 

and Systems TCP
Global Low-Carbon Metallurgical Innovation Alliance

Standards & 

Certification
ResponsibleSteel First Movers Coalition

G7 Industrial Decarbonisation 

Agenda

CEM’s Industrial Deep 

Decarbonisation Initiative

Market 

Structures
tbc

Social 

Acceptance

Updated: 28-07-22

tbc


