
Households are directly responsible for funding 

a fifth of all health spending across the OECD 

Figure 1. One in every five health dollars is paid out-of-pocket by households across the OECD 
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1. Data refer to 2015. 
Source: OECD Health Statistics 2018 (Data refer to 2016). 



Pharmaceuticals and dental services account for 

over half of household payments on healthcare 

Households fund two-thirds of spending  

on dental care and medical devices 



Figure 2. Households finance a large proportion of spending on dental care and medical goods

Out-of-pocket spending as a share of health spending by function of care (%)
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Source: OECD Health Statistics 2018 (Data refer to 2016). 

High levels of out-of-pocket payments can 

impact on individuals’ access to care 



Reliance on OOP payments can undermine the 

ability to ensure financial protection 

Figure 3. The level of out of pocket spending can give some hint of the incidence of catastrophic spending 
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Note: The y-axis refers to the share of households with out-of-pocket payments that are greater than 40% of household capacity to pay 
for health care, which is taken as household consumption minus a standard amount to cover basic needs (food, housing and utilities). 
Source: OECD Health Statistics 2018 and WHO Regional Office for Europe (2018). 
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