
Expenditure by disease, age and gender 

Key Facts 

-

 

Most health spending goes on major non-

communicable disease (NCD) groups ï such 

as heart disease and mental health 

NCDs 
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Figure 1. Health spending and cause of death, 

 by disease, Germany 

 

Source: ñHealth expenditure and financing: Health expenditure 
indicators", OECD Health Statistics (database). 

Figure 2. Health spending and cause of death, 

 by disease, Korea 

 

Source: ñHealth expenditure and financing: Health expenditure 
indicators", OECD Health Statistics (database). 

Figure 3. Health spending and cause of death, 

 by disease, the Netherlands 

 

Source: ñHealth expenditure and financing: Health expenditure 
indicators", OECD Health Statistics (database).
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Box 1. High spending on dementia 

Dementia is one category of mental health under the 

International Classification of Diseases (ICD-10). 

However, because dementia is associated with age, the 

direct costs of dementia have become a significant and 

growing share of health spending in OECD countries. Of 

the countries where data is available, the Netherlands 

spends the highest proportion of its health budget on 

dementia (5.5%, compared to 3.7% in Germany and 3% 

in Korea). This is between a quarter to half of total 

spending on mental health. The Netherlands also has 

one of the highest levels of long-term care expenditure 

among OECD countries, growing from 3.5% of GDP in 

2008 to 4.3% of GDP in 2013. Residential care accounts 

for the most of the cost for people with dementia while 

dementia cost in Germany are spread between 

residential and community long-term care (Figure 4). In 

Korea, a large proportion of dementia care is provided in 

long-term care hospitals.  

Figure 4. Proportion of dementia costs accrued in different 
settings for Korea, Germany and the Netherlands 

Source: ñHealth expenditure and financing: Health expenditure 
indicators", OECD Health Statistics (database). 

Note that the latest data split by care setting for the Netherlands 
refers to 2007. 

Expenditure by setting:  

Circulatory disease tops hospital spending in 

most OECD countries 

-

Figure 5. Top spending categories in hospital care by 

diagnostic category 

 

Source: ñHealth expenditure and financing: Health expenditure 
indicators", OECD Health Statistics (database). 

1. http://www.mhlw.go.jp/toukei/saikin/hw/kanja/11/dl/03.pdf (for 
2011). 
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Figure 6. Expenditure per hospital discharge for two 

diagnostic categories, 2011 (or nearest year) 

 

Source: ñHealth expenditure and financing: Health expenditure 
indicators", OECD Health Statistics (database). 

Expenditure by setting:  

Dental care accounts for a significant share of 

outpatient care spending in OECD countries 

ï

-

Figure 7. Top spending categories in ambulatory/ 

outpatient care by diagnostic category 

Source: ñHealth expenditure and financing: Health expenditure 
indicators", OECD Health Statistics (database). 

A fifth of spending on pharmaceutical and 

other medical goods is linked to the treatment 

of circulatory disease 

ï
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Figure 8. Top spending categories on medical goods 

by diagnostic category 

 

Source: ñHealth expenditure and financing: Health expenditure 
indicators", OECD Health Statistics (database). 

2. Pharmaceuticals consumed during an episode of hospital care are 
included under inpatient spending. 

  

Figure 9. Per capita spending on retail 

pharmaceuticals by age, Korea 

 

Figure 10. Per capita spending on retail 

pharmaceuticals by age, the Netherlands 

 

Source: ñHealth expenditure and financing: Health expenditure 
indicators", OECD Health Statistics (database). 
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