
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The OECD Programme Building energy efficiency in cities and regions supports countries, 
regions and cities to enhance their implementation of energy efficiency measures in 
buildings through localised data and analysis, comprehensive self-assessment tools and 
tailored case studies. 

Why this programme? 
 

Buildings account for nearly a third of energy-
related greenhouse gas emissions around the 
world. In large cities such as London, Tokyo and 
New York, these percentages are even greater, 
reaching roughly 70%.  
 
Improving energy efficiency in buildings can 
substantially reduce CO2 emissions, while 
generating a variety of co-benefits such as 
health improvements, job creation and reduced 
household energy expenditure – key factors to 
contribute to a green recovery from COVID-19. 
 
Considering the local nature of building policy 
environments, cities and regions have a 
unique role to play in enhancing energy 
efficiency. Unlocking this potential requires a 
compelling evidence base on a place-based 
approach, which fosters locally tailored 
strategies, innovative subnational actions and 
stronger coordination across levels of 
government.  

Objectives 
 

The programme aims to inform national, 
regional and local policymakers in their efforts 
to develop and implement a place-based 
approach to energy efficiency policies in 
buildings, in order to drive the zero-carbon 
transition in the building stock.  
 
To achieve this goal, the programme seeks to: 

1) strengthen the evidence base by collecting 
and analysing key local factors on buildings, 
energy efficiency and policy environments; 

2) analyse national and subnational policy and 
governance frameworks and support policy 
reform towards a place-based approach; 

3) collect, analyse and disseminate innovative 
building policies and initiatives applying a 
place-based approach.  
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Expected outcomes 
 

Building energy efficiency in cities and 
regions supports different levels of government 
to enhance their policies for energy efficiency in 
buildings, by delivering: 
 Evidence base for subnational policies: 

collect and analyse key factors on building 
policy environments across cities and 
regions and develop a self-assessment tool;  

 Place-based recommendations: assess 
policy and governance frameworks, and 
provide tailored recommendations for place-
based policymaking; 

 International policy dialogue and 
knowledge sharing: share and 
disseminate innovative policy actions 
applying a place-based approach.  

 
 

Partnership 
 

Over a period of 9-12 months, the programme 
seeks to conduct 3-5 case studies from 
countries, regions, and cities.  
• Participants: both governments (national, 

regional or local) and private institutions are 
welcome to join the programme.  

• External engagement: participants will 
have peer-learning opportunities by 
providing and receiving peer reviewers and 
joining knowledge-sharing seminars.  

• Internal engagement: participants will gain 
momentum for policy reform through 
evidence-based recommendations and 
customised policy dialogues with key 
stakeholders.  

 

Timeline for individual case study 
 

 

Project 
launch 

OECD 
survey + 
fact-finding 

Knowledge-
sharing 
workshop 

Data analysis 
+ drafting 

Policy dialogue 
+ peer review 

Report 
launch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Phase 3 – peer review & publication Phase 2 - analysis & drafting Phase 1 - initiation & fact-finding 

Twitter: @OECD_local Website: www.oecd.org/cfe/cities 

About the programme 

The OECD Programme Building energy efficiency in cities and regions supports countries, regions and cities to 
enhance their implementation of energy efficiency measures in buildings. The Programme is led by the City 
Division of the OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities. 

CONTACT 

If you are interested to learn more about the programme or to get involved, please contact  

Atsuhito Oshima, Senior Policy Analyst | atsuhito.oshima@oecd.org 
OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities 

https://portal.oecd.org/eshare/cfe/pc/Deliverables/CitiesEnvironment/www.oecd.org/cfe/cities
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