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RECOMMENDATION OF THE 
COUNCIL ON REGULATORY 
POLICY AND GOVERNANCE

Conduct systematic programme reviews of the 
stock of significant regulation against clearly 
defined policy goals, including consideration of 
costs and benefits, to ensure that regulations 
remain up to date, cost-justified, cost-effective 
and consistent and delivers the intended policy 
objectives.  

PRINCIPLE 5



5.1  The methods of Regulatory Impact Analysis should be integrated in programmes for the review and revision of existing 
regulations. These programmes should include an explicit objective to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the 
regulations, including better design of regulatory instruments and to lessen regulatory costs for citizens and businesses as 
part of a policy to promote economic efficiency. 

Notes:

5.2  Reviews should preferably be scheduled to assess all significant regulation systematically over time, enhance consistency 
and coherence of the regulatory stock, and reduce unnecessary regulatory burdens and ensure that significant potential 
unintended consequences of regulation are identified. Priority should be given to identifying ineffective regulation and 
regulation with significant economic impacts on users and/or impact on risk management. The use of a permanent review 
mechanism should be considered for inclusion in rules, such as through review clauses in primary laws and sunsetting of 
subordinate legislation. 

Notes:

5.3  Systems for reviews should assess progress toward achieving coherence with economic, social and environmental policies.

Notes:



5.4  Programmes of administrative simplification should include measurements of the aggregate burdens of regulation where 
feasible and consider the use of explicit targets as a means to lessen administrative burdens for citizens and businesses. 
Qualitative methods should complement the quantitative methods to better target efforts. 

Notes:

5.5  Employ the opportunities of information technology and one-stop shops for licences, permits, and other procedural 
requirements to make service delivery more streamlined and user-focused.

Notes:

5.6  Review the means by which citizens and businesses are required to interact with government to satisfy regulatory 
requirements and reduce transaction costs.

Notes: 


