
Latin American and Caribbean (LAC) countries have undertaken great e�orts to design and implement public sector 
reforms inspired by the principles of open and innovative government and have collaborated regionally to share 
good practices. Yet, OECD and LAC countries share very similar challenges when it comes to the implementation of 
open government initiatives.

In order to create a platform to provide the region with the opportunity to engage in policy dialogue, knowledge 
transfer, and exchange of good practices in the areas of open government, public sector innovation and digital 
government, the OECD launched the Network on Open and Innovative Government in Latin America and the Carib-
bean in the framework of the OGP Global Summit in Mexico in 2015. As an o�cial partner of the Open 
Government Partnership (OGP), the OECD Network supports current OGP members, as well as countries 
interested in joining, by providing policy advice and technical assistance to implement the reforms 
necessary to meet the OGP eligibility criteria or implement OGP Action Plans. 

The Network seeks to deliver the following:

• Connect reformers around the region from government (central and local), civil society, business associ tions, and 
other relevant multilateral institutions to exchange ideas, experiences, and knowledge on how to build better and 
stronger public institutions;
• Identify good practices of open and innovative governments and create a space conducive to their dissemination, 
through data collection and analyses, policy assessments, and peer review processes;
• Provide examples and recommendations to its members on how to sequence open government reforms within 
the regional and country-speci�c context and support their implementation to promote socio-economic develop-
ment and regional integration.

Top 5 challenges to implement open government reforms in LAC and OECD

Source: OECD (2016), Open Government: The Global Context and the Way Forward

COSTA RICA AND MEXICO SHARE VICE-PRESIDENCY OF THE NETWORK

Costa Rica and Mexico – two leading open government actors in the region – currently co-chair the Network and 
work towards advancing the dialogue and sharing of best practices across the participating countries. 
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Policy dialogue and assistance to implementation
The OECD, through the activities of the Network assists LAC countries in the design and implementation of public 
sector reforms in the areas of open and innovative government by:

     • Disseminating principles, instruments and standards from OECD members, OECD Secretariat, and other         
        relevant countries/organisations;
     • Promoting policy dialogue by establishing a permanent forum in which participants will be able to discuss 
        regional and national trends, compare challenges and identify common solutions;
     • Facilitating knowledge sharing based on the dissemination of good practices and success stories, as well as     
        common mistakes to be avoided;
     • Providing technical assistance and capacity building seminars to improve governance and quality of public   
        institutions in the region.

Supporting national and regional policy priorities
Each meeting has a speci�c focus on one or more issues selected because of their national and/or regional 
relevance. The following are examples of themes that could constitute the focus of the meetings:

     • Governance frameworks for regional economic integration
     • Public Sector’s skills and integrity
     • Open and participatory policy-making 
     • Social inclusion and local development
     • The Center of Government as a driver of reforms

Collecting data and producing analyses for better decision making
In order to ground national and regional policies and OECD technical assistance on robust data and information, 
the OECD systematically collects a �xed set of data and is currently producing a coherent series of indicators that 
will provide actionable analyses on governance evolution and trends in Latin American  countries. This permanent 
collection of data and analyses will build on the methodology of the OECD �agship publication Government at a 
Glance and will be focused on jointly selected categories, such as: Civil society and citizens’ participation, Gender 
policies, Service delivery and ICTs, Innovation policies, integrity and �ght against corruption, open data, Rule of Law 
and Justice Institutions, Access to and freedom of information, new and traditional media.

OECD Recommendation by the Council on Open Government 
The 2017 OECD Recommendation on Open Government is the �rst international legal instrument in the area of Open 
Government. The Recommendation allows countries to benchmark their open government e�orts against the 
highest international standards. Its ten provisions de�ne a set of criteria that will help adhering countries to design 
and implement successful open government agendas.

Open Government: The Global Context and the Way Forward
The 2016 OECD Global Report on Open Government provides an in-depth, evidence-based analysis of open govern-
ment initiatives and the challenges countries face in implementing and co-ordinating them. Based on the 2015 
Survey on Open Government and Citizen Participation in the Policy Cycle, which included 13 LAC countries, the report 
further identi�es future areas of open work in order to move towards an Open State.

Open Government Review: Open Government in Latin America
For the 2014 Open Government in Latin America Report the OECD has conducted a regional stocktaking exercise of 
open government strategies  and practices, allowing Latin American countries to compare and  benchmark their 
national open government agenda against good international standards and good practices.
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