
 
 

 
 
 

Launching of the National Urban Policy Programme: 
implementing the New Urban Agenda   

   
 

1 October 2016 
 
Date:   Monday, 17 October 2016, 13:30 – 14:30 
Venue:  Habitat III Venue, Casa de la Cultura, Urban Stage 
 
Contact: UN-Habitat: Jane Reid, jane.reid@unhabitat.org 
  OECD: Tadashi.matsumoto@oecd.org 
 
 

This high-level event, co-organised by UN-Habitat, OECD and Cities Alliance, 
convenes national and subnational governments and civil society to launch the 
National Urban Policy Programme (NUPP): a multi-year, multi-stakeholder 
global programme to support the design and implementation of National Urban 
Policy (NUP) and a key implementation tool of the New Urban Agenda. 

 
Background 
 
A NUP has been recognized internationally as a tool for the implementation and 
monitoring of global urban agendas, such as the Sustainable Development Goals, 
Paris Agreement and Sendai Framework. Its selection as one of ten thematic Policy 
Units, in preparation for the Third United Nations Conference on Housing and 
Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat III), is demonstrative of the recognition on 
the international stage of the relevance of NUP. The Draft of the New Urban Agenda 
proposes NUPs within local-national partnerships as one of the fundamental drivers 
of change.  
 
In order to provide the transformative change to support sustainable urbanization 
globally, the development of NUPs requires a coordinated approach across different 
policy sectors and among all levels of government and all the relevant stakeholders.  
In many countries, however, there is often a lack of the supporting national and 
subnational policies and frameworks that can leverage the urbanization process for 
increased development gains and guide it towards sustainable patterns. 
Furthermore, despite the clear benefits of an effective NUP, the process of policy 
formation is complex. Often, governments and other stakeholders may have 
inadequate capacity and the specialized skill to be able successfully to undertake  
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this process independent of outside guidance. Additionally, governments often lack 
the data, knowledge, and tools needed to develop complex policies and plans like a 
NUP. 
 
The National Urban Policy Programme (NUPP) will aim to bridge these gaps. The 
Programme will endeavor to solve the problem of lack of data, knowledge, and tools 
by providing a forum for knowledge creation, knowledge exchange and knowledge 
management and therefore build up a foundation of knowledge and evidence on 
urban policy and planning. The Programme will work to bridge the capacity gap by 
working with national and local governments as well as relevant stakeholders in 
order to allow them to build the specialized skills required to develop a coordinated 
approach to development of NUP. In addition, the Programme will increase 
governance coordination through the provision of technical assistance and advisory 
services on the design, implementation, and monitoring and evaluation of NUP and 
its associated processes. Finally, the NUPP will provide a platform for all levels of 
government and relevant stakeholders to network and engage amongst themselves 
regarding the processes of developing and implementing NUP. This platform will 
also facilitate the broader engagement of stakeholders, outside of participating 
members of the NUPP. The development of a NUP is an advocacy opportunity that 
can be used to communicate to stakeholders about important urban issues in their 
communities. Accordingly, the NUPP will work to disseminate knowledge and 
instigate dialogue on NUP, and in turn, on urbanization more broadly. 
 
This launching event aims to present the NUPP to diverse audience, including all 
levels of government, the private sector and civil society, and call for their active 
participation and support to various activities proposed in the Programme. 
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Launch Agenda (TBC) 
 
 
 
Opening and Introductions 
 

Rolf Alter, Director for Public Governance and 
Territorial Development, OECD (Moderator) (3 
mins) 

 
Remarks from the Partners: 
Committing to the NUPP 
 

Joan Clos, Executive Director, UN Habitat (10 
mins) 
Ángel Gurría, Secretary General, OECD (10 mins) 
William Cobbett, Director, Cities Alliance (7 mins) 

 
Remarks from countries, cities 
and  stakeholders 
 

Simon Gaviria Munoz, Director General, 
Departamento Nacional de Planificacion, Colombia 
(5 mins) 
Kyung-Hwan Kim, Vice Minister of Land, 
Infrastructure and Transport, Korea (5 mins) 
Franz Marré, Head of Division Water, Urban 
Development, Mobility Federal Ministry of 
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) (5 
mins) 
Vincent Ndumu, Mayor of Bamenda, Cameroon (5 
mins) 
Juliana Afari-Brown, the Informal Vendors and 
Hawkers Association of Ghana and StreetNet (5 
mins) 

 
Questions / comments from the floor 

Closing by Moderator 

 
 

 
 
 
 


