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Trafficking in Persons is a lucrative crime
Trafficking in persons (TIP) violates many of the most fundamental human rights and is present
throughout all regions of the world. It is also one of the most lucrative forms of organised crime. The
International Labour Organization (ILO) estimates that 20.9 million people are victims of forced
labour globally and that the total illicit proﬁts produced by trafﬁcked forced labourers are about
USD 150 billion per year.
Table 1. Estimated average annual profits generated by trafficked forced labourers
Annual profit per victim
of forced labour per
region (USD)
Asia-Pacific

Annual profits of forced
labour per region (USD
billions)

5 000

51.8

Developed economies and European Union

34 800

46.9

Central and South-Eastern Europe and CIS

12 900

18.0

Africa

3 900

13.1

Latin America and the Caribbean

7 500

12.0

15 000

8.5

Middle East

≈150

World

Source: ILO. (2015), Profits and Poverty: The Economics of Forced Labour, ILO, Geneva, p. 14.

Organised trafficking requires systematic corruption.
Trafficking in persons would not be as prevalent and widespread if it were not for the leverage
supplied by corruption, and human trafficking could not occur on the scale it does if it were not for the
complicity and collusion of corrupt officials with criminal gangs. This publication explores the links
between corruption and TIP with a specific focus on mitigating corruption risks and applying a sound
integrity framework for preventing corruption related to trafficking in persons.
Figure 1. Countries that make the least effort to fight trafficking in persons are also those who tend to
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have high levels of perceived corruption
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Combatting jointly trafficking in persons and corruption
While considerable steps have been taken to combat trafficking in persons, these have not
comprehensively focused on the fundamental role that corruption plays in the trafficking process. The
approach of addressing these two issues jointly – coupled with better cross-border co-operation, better
enforcement and an increased focus on combatting corruption – is key to effectively curb trafficking in
persons. The OECD has therefore developed “Guiding Principles on Combatting Corruption related to
Trafficking in Persons”. The purpose of these principles is to provide reference for countries intending
to establish, modify or complement a framework to address TIP-related corruption.
The Guiding Principles recognise the need to embrace a comprehensive approach against
corruption related to trafficking in persons and for this reason they cover a broad range of equally
important issues in the realm of prevention and enforcement. Solid legal bases are a fundamental
starting point for tackling TIP-related corruption. Relevant international agreements already provide a
common basis, which should guide countries in their efforts to strengthen their legal framework and
intensify international co-operation. However, in order to face the fact that both international
instruments and domestic legislation often consider corruption and trafficking separately; the
principles stress the importance of designing new mechanisms and strategies – or revise existing
ones – to address and investigate the two issues in a coherent and co-ordinated way. The latter efforts
should target with particular emphasis the sectors and industries that are most vulnerable to TIP, such
as the construction, brothel, agriculture, fishing and textile industries. In parallel, specific rules and
standards of transparency and integrity should be designed for those public officials who are most
exposed to the risk of being involved in trafficking and corruption. Furthermore, the principles
encourage the implementation of preventive measures as well as awareness-raising activities that focus
on the linkages between corruption and trafficking in persons – especially among parties involved in
anti-trafficking issues and potential victims of trafficking. At the same time, the principles recognise
that any strategy against TIP-related corruption should be complemented by a better understanding of
the phenomenon. Efforts and resources should therefore be dedicated to improving the collection of
data and the use of information collected by non-governmental organisations (NGOs).
In August 2015, the practical application of the Guiding Principles was tested in the Philippines
and Thailand. Based on the gap analysis that was conducted, as well as the feedback received from
government agencies and non-governmental actors, the Guiding Principles were found to be both
useful and relevant for addressing trafficking-in-persons-related corruption. Stakeholders highlighted
the Guiding Principles’ joint approach to trafficking and corruption as a particular strong point, and
emphasised that the principles’ detailed nature, with the inclusion of specific examples on how to
implement the different recommendations, was particularly useful. In sum, the testing of the Guiding
Principles showed that they not only reflect many of the good practices that country representatives
highlighted, but that they also raise recommendations in areas where more work is needed to
effectively address trafficking-in-persons-related corruption. The Guiding Principles – as reflected in
the boxes in case study Chapters 4 and 5, as well as Chapter 3 of this report where they are introduced
– have been revised to take into account the feedback received from the in-country consultations.
Throughout the consultations conducted, stakeholders suggested that a collection of best practices
from a wide range of countries could be useful, and could assist them in identifying potential measures
that could help address the challenges that they face in relation to trafficking-in-persons-related
corruption. Moving forward, the collection of specific examples and best practices could therefore be
expanded further – and in a larger sample of countries.

A brief summary of the “Guiding Principles on Combatting Corruption related to
Trafficking in Persons”

1. International co-operation and agreements




Relevant international conventions are ratified and international co-operation against corruption and
trafficking in persons is promoted.
Processes of international co-operation in terms of mutual legal assistance and extradition are in
place and functioning.

2. Jointly addressing and investigating trafficking in persons and corruption with
particular focus on at-risk sectors







Strategies that address trafficking in persons and corruption, or include corruption issues in antitrafficking plans, and vice versa, are in place.
Sectors prone to trafficking-in-persons-related corruption are given priority in the implementation of
relevant strategies.
Information and resources are leveraged and shared among relevant actors.
Corruption is also investigated when investigating trafficking in persons.
Specialised multi-agency units are established and multi-agency trainings are organised.

3. Transparency and an integrity framework for public officials at risk








Specific rules/standards of behaviour – such as guidelines or codes of conduct – with respect to
corruption and trafficking for public officials at risk are in place. The violations of the codes of
conduct entail sanctions.
The activities of staff working in sectors at risk are performed in a transparent manner.
A wider framework of integrity for public officials is promoted.
Mechanisms that allow for public officials as well as the public to expose misconduct and report
dishonest or illegal activity and that ensure the effective protection from retaliation are in place.
The recruitment process of officials is transparent, competitive and subject to independent scrutiny.
Upon recruitment, officials receive training, adequate supervision and are subject to regular
performance evaluations.
Key officials receive training so that they are able to correctly identify trafficking victims, understand
the nature of the crime, and recognise warning signs throughout the different stages of the
trafficking-in-persons process.

4. Awareness-raising and prevention measures for public officials and the general public





Public awareness regarding the existence, causes, and gravity of trafficking in persons and the
active participation of individuals and groups outside the public sector in the prevention of and the
fight against trafficking-in-persons-related corruption is promoted.
Targeted awareness-raising measures for all parties involved in anti-trafficking issues are provided.
Preventive measures for potential victims of trafficking in persons are in place, in particular offering
counselling about corruption and trafficking before and after they have undertaken a migration
journey and alerting communities of early signs of corruption.

5. Improvement of data collection and systematic use of information



Data on trafficking in persons are collected, analysed and used systematically.

6. Lift immunity in corruption and trafficking cases



Immunity from prosecution of public officials is duly lifted to allow for effective investigation,
prosecution and adjudication of corruption and trafficking-in-persons-related offences.

This document is an extract from the forthcoming report
“Trafficking in Persons and Corruption: Breaking the Chain”
For more information please visit: www.oecd.org/gov/ethics/humantrafficking.htm
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Note (Figure 1) :

Tier 1: Countries whose governments fully comply with the Trafficking Victims Protection Act’s (TVPA) minimum standards.
Tier 2: Countries whose governments do not fully comply with the TVPA’s minimum standards, but are making significant efforts
to bring themselves into compliance with those standards.
Tier 2 Watch List: Countries whose governments do not fully comply with the TVPA’s minimum standards, but are making
significant efforts to bring themselves into compliance with those standards and:
a) The absolute number of victims of severe forms of trafficking is very significant or is significantly increasing.
b) There is a failure to provide evidence of increasing efforts to combat severe forms of trafficking in persons from the
previous year; or
c) The determination that a country is making significant efforts to bring itself into compliance with minimum standards
was based on commitments by the country to take additional future steps over the next year.
Tier 3: Countries whose governments do not fully comply with the minimum standards and are not making significant efforts to
do so.
Source: Author’s own calculations, based on information from Transparency International (2014), Corruption Perceptions Index
2014, Transparency International, Berlin, http://files.transparency.org/content/download/1856/12434/file/2014_CPIBrochure_EN.
pdf; US Department of State (2014), Trafficking in Persons Report June 2014, US Department of State, Washington, DC.
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