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DRAFT OECD RECOMMENDATION ON PUBLIC PROCUREMENT  

Concept Note 

 

This concept note is designed to assist  stakeholders participating in the public consultation on the draft 

Recommendation of the Council on Public Procurement (hereafter the “draft Recommendation”), 

developed by the OECD Governance and Territorial Development Directorate with input from the Leading 

Practitioners on Public Procurement and across the OECD. The draft Recommendation is still being   

discussed at the OECD and will be revised, in particular to take into account the public comments received.  

 

The importance of public procurement 

Public procurement is an important economic and government activity. It involves significant funds and it 

is used to deliver public services to citizens as well as achieve policy goals such as job creation, the 

development of small and medium enterprises (SMEs), environmental sustainability or innovation. Public 

procurement represents an average of 30% of general government expenditure and 13% of gross domestic 

product (GDP) in OECD Members, which translates to approximately €4.3 trillion in 2012. 

For over a decade the OECD has supported governments in reforming their public procurement systems by:  

 Providing international standards on public procurement through the Recommendation of the 

Council on Enhancing Integrity in Public Procurement and other instruments; 

 Undertaking hands-on peer reviews that assess public procurement systems and provide 

proposals for improvements. The peer reviewed system benefits from the practical experience of 

leading experts from OECD Members through sharing and implementing international good 

practice. Peer reviews also build consensus and ownership of reforms among national 

stakeholders; 

 Bringing together a community of practice on procurement to shape directions for future reforms. 

First called together by the OECD in February of 2013, the Meeting of Leading Practitioners on 

Public Procurement provides a forum for senior public procurement officials to discuss concerns 

and ensure continuous improvement in public procurement; 

 Organising policy dialogue and collecting good practices on public procurement in the 

framework of the G20; 

 Collecting evidence across OECD Members on public procurement systems as well as on 

broader public policy objectives served by this activity. 

Based on lessons learned throughout this work, the draft Recommendation aims to support public 

procurement as a crucial pillar of strategic governance.  

An update for changing times 

Since the adoption of the 2008 Recommendation of the Council on Enhancing Integrity in Public 

Procurement, interest in the governance of public procurement to achieve efficiency and economy, and to 

foster secondary public policy objectives, has continued to expand. While earlier work focused on 



enhancing integrity in public procurement (including through good management), an instrument that 

addresses public procurement in a broader and more holistic sense is now requested to support country 

reforms in creating an overarching approach to public procurement that fosters inclusive growth. In 

addition to providing more detail regarding procurement-specific elements, the draft Recommendation also 

connects public procurement to other elements of governance, including budgeting and secondary policy 

objectives.  

The draft Recommendation would address these developments by reaffirming the role of public 

procurement as a strategic function and by providing clear and effective guidance on how to implement a 

public procurement system that uses state-of-the-art tools and techniques to use public funds sustainably 

and efficiently. 

 

 


