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Outline of presentation

1. Whom do we serve?

2. Who are we?

3. What do we do?

4. What we don’t do (and why not)
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1. Whom do we serve?

• Budget Committee of the German Bundestag 

(16th electoral term):

– 41 members: biggest of 22 permanent committees

– Chairperson: Otto Fricke (FDP)

• Committee not required by Basic Law, but set up 

in every term so far

• Committees represent “mirror image” of 

Government

– with some exceptions, e.g. Ministry of Finance 

 Finance Committee / Budget Committee
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1. Whom do we serve?

• Budget Committee has 2 subcommittees:
– Auditing Committee (16 members)

– Subcommittee on EU Affairs (13 members)

• closely linked to 3 independent specialized 
bodies working under conditions of secrecy:
– body set up under Section 3 of the Law on Federal 

Debt Management (“Financing body”)

– body set up under Section 10a of Federal Budget 
Code (“Confidential Committee”)

– body set up under Section 10a of Financial Market 
Stabilization Fund Law (“Financial Market body”)
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2. Who are we?

Secretariat

PA 8

WD 4: Research Services 

Budget & Finance
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2. Who are we?

• types of personnel
– staff of MPs

– staff of parliamentary 

groups

– Bundestag 

administration

• legal basis
– budget of the 

Bundestag

– organizational powers 

of the President of the 

Bundestag
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2. Who are we?

• appointment process

– positions are 

advertised internally

– for head of division: 

informally, chairperson 

may signal 

preferences

• no fixed terms

Position Grade #

Secretariat Budget Committee

Head of Division A16/B3 1

Chief of Staff A15 1

Senior Officers A13-A15 2

Junior Officers A9-A13 2

Support Staff A5-A9 4

Registry A4-A6 3

Secretariat Auditing Committee

Head of Division A16 1

Support Staff A5-A9 2
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3. What do we do?

• assist the chairperson

– chairperson “shall prepare, convene and preside over 

committee meetings and implement the committee’s 

decisions” (Rule 59)

– keep track of matters referred to the Committee

– draw up the agenda

– draft letters and replies to inquiries

– provide logistics in meetings, e.g. help keep speakers 

list, gather signatures, etc.
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3. What do we do?

• draw up recommendations and reports for the 
Bundestag plenary
– Rule 66: „(1) Committee reports to the Bundestag on items of business 

shall, as a rule, be made in writing. […]
(2) The reports shall contain the recommendations of the committee 
responsible together with the reasons therefore, the opinion of the 
minority, and the comments of the committees concerned. If […] 
hearings have been held […], the main points should be contained in 
the report.”

• prepare minutes of committee meetings
– Rule 73: „Minutes of every committee meeting shall be prepared in 

writing. They must at least contain all motions and the decisions taken 
by the committee. The permission of the President shall be required for 
a stenographic record of committee meetings to be made.“



10

3. What do we do?

• distribute and register committee printed papers
– approx. 6.000 since November 2005

• prepare and accompany parliamentary 
delegations

• liaise with Directorate-General “Federal Budget” 
of Federal Ministry of Finance (BMF)
– all Govt. items of business channeled through BMF

– Govt./BMF has monopoly to initiate budget law

• occasionally: contribute to work of Research 
Services (WD division)
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4. What we don’t do (and why not)

What we don’t do:

• write studies or reports

• scrutinize specific 

government programs

• cost proposed legislation

• review economic 

assumptions for budget, 

etc.

Why we don’t do it:

• nature of Germany’s 

parliamentary govt.: 

“ministries work for us”

• division of work btw 

Bundestag administration 

and staff of parliamentary 

groups and of MPs

• Bundesrechnungshof 

(Federal Court of Audit)
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Thank you!

Dr. Marc Schattenmann

Senior Officer

Secretariat of the Budget Committee

Deutscher Bundestag

Platz der Republik 1

11011 Berlin

marc.schattenmann@bundestag.de

Disclaimer: For use only at the Meeting of OECD Parliamentary Budget Officials, Rome, 

26-27 February 2009. Not an official or public statement by the German Bundestag.


