
In 2015, member states of the United Nations made an important commitment to promoting the rule of law at the 

national and international levels, and ensuring equal access to justice for all (Sustainable Development Goal 16.3). The inclusion 

of access to justice in the 2030 Agenda recognises its intrinsic links to poverty reduction and inclusive growth. Access to 

justice is also central to realising many of the other SDGs; it can enable individuals, communities and businesses to confront 

inequalities that can help eradicate poverty, end hunger, guarantee gender equality, and enforce labour and environmental 

standards, among others. Farmers need recourse to justice when they are driven from their land; the poor and marginalised 

need avenues to confront employers cheating them out of wages; victims of violence and sexual harassment need to have 

their voices heard; and societies need to enforce accountability when corruption is allowed to flourish. Improvements in 

peace, justice and inclusion can play a driving role in fulfilling the vision of the 2030 Agenda. Indeed at the heart of this 

commitment lays a “just, equitable, tolerant, open and socially inclusive world in which the needs of the most vulnerable are 

met”. 

There are numerous barriers for the implementation of the SDG target 16.3. There is limited data to monitor progress and evidence 

to underpin effective policies and programs. Justice partners are still searching for common strategies and to identify priorities to 

turn this target into reality. In many cases, stronger political will to invest in access to justice is needed, especially for vulnerable 

and marginalised groups who are the most exposed to legal and justicial problems. There is little understanding of the costs and 

benefits of delivering access to justice in terms of social and economic outcomes. Public expenditures on the justice sector remain 

uneven in light of countries’ budgetary constraints. Data collected by the Council of Europe shows that public expenditures in 

justice across its member countries range from 0.5% in Greece to 6.6% in Russia. 

Countries are exploring innovative approaches to promoting access to justice, including new models of justice delivery, strategies 

and good practices. 
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invited to showcase their initiatives in this area. 

Moderator: David Steven, Senior Fellow and Associate Director, New York University’s Center on 
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The UN High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development in 2018 will address the theme, ‘Empowering people and ensuring 

inclusiveness and equality’. An in-depth review of SDG 4 (quality education), SDG 8 (decent work and economic growth), SDG 

10 (reduced inequalities), SDG 13 (climate action) and SDG 16 (peace, justice and strong institutions) will be conducted. This is a 

crucial milestone for the justice community to present the evidence, showcase the achievements and highlight good practices 

of countries that have placed access to justice high in their national agendas. It will also serve as an important platform to call 

for action and stronger commitment at all levels and with various stakeholders. As outlined in the 2030 agenda, what is needed 

is to undertake “an intensive global engagement in support of implementation of all the Goals and targets, bringing together 

governments, the private sector, civil society, the United Nations system and other actors, and mobilizing all available resources”.

For more information please visit: oe.cd/accesstojustice

CONTACT

Tatyana Teplova: tatyana.teplova@oecd.org
Chloé Lelievre: chloe.lelievre@oecd.org

Figure  1.  Multi-dimensional nature of Sustainable Development Goals – Justice

Source: Taskforce on Justice, Pathfinders for Peaceful, Just and Inclusive Societies

Questions for discussion:

• What is the state and importance of access to justice for the inclusive growth and sustainable development agenda? What 

action is needed?

• What are country approaches to implementing SDG Target 16.3 as part of the 2030 Agenda? What are the implementation 

challenges? How can international organisations support and facilitate the implementation and monitoring of country SDG 

commitments to enable equal and inclusive access to justice?


