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Better water management is needed to meet human needs, sustain economic activities, and achieve 
environmental goals. The OECD is continuing its strong commitment to providing policy guidance on 
improving water policy through its work on the economic, institutional and policy responses to the water 
challenge. Working with a multi-disciplinary team drawn from across the organisation, the OECD provides 
a forum for the exchange of country experiences and the identification of good practices, and helps to 
improve the information base for meeting the water challenge. The last few years has seen the release of 
a number of major reports including Managing Water for All: An OECD Perspective on Pricing and 
Financing, Private Sector Participation in Water infrastructure: OECD Checklist for Public Action, Pricing 
Water Resources and Water and Sanitation Services, Innovative Financing Mechanisms for the Water 
Sector, and Sustainable Management of Water Resources in Agriculture. These have served to provide 
policy insights across a range of challenging economic and policy perspectives in the water sector. 
 
Forthcoming publications in 2011 
 
The current work programme on water has broadened its scope to address issues of multi-level 
governance in the water sector, in addition to continued analysis of the financing aspects of water 
management and the issues emanating from agricultural sector’s demand for water. A number of major 
reports will be released in the first half of 2011 that will continue to expand the information base and 
provide governments with policy guidance in critical areas. These forthcoming reports include: 
 

 Financing Integrated Water Resources Management. This report reviews how governments are 
addressing the funding challenges inherent in taking a holistic, integrated perspective on water 
management. 

 Policy Coherence Between Water, Energy and Agriculture. The policy linkages between these 
three key areas are becoming increasingly important and this report analyses how governments 
can ensure that the policies governing each are mutually supportive rather than pulling in 
different directions. 

 Multilevel Governance of Water Policy in OECD countries. Water management generally occurs 
across several layers of government, from national to regional to local. The report addresses 
governance obstacles undermining the efficient, coherent and sustainable implementation of 
water policies. It provides an institutional mapping of the allocation of roles and responsibilities 
at central and sub-national level in a series of OECD countries, identifies the major multilevel 
governance challenges linked to coordination and capacity of public actors in charge of water 
policy, and reviews existing governance instruments to meet them. Guidance for integrated 
water policy through effective governance is also provided.  

 Water Quality in the Agriculture Sector. This companion report to an earlier report on water 
quantity and agriculture addresses the issue of how to address the impact of the agriculture 
sector on water quality, in terms of water as an input to agricultural operations and the impact on 
other water users. 



 

 

 

 

 The Benefits of Water Supply and Sanitation Services. This report provides an economic analysis 
of the benefits that are derived from the provision of water supply and sanitation services. 

 Synthesis Report on Water Supply and Sanitation. This report provides policy guidance on the 
financing of water and sanitation, as well as insights on how major OECD tools have been used 
and lessons that have been learnt from their implementation. This includes information on the 
implementation of the Checklist for Public Action in Russia, Egypt and Lebanon, the use of OECD’s 
strategic financial planning methodology, and a range of other tools. 

 

Work being undertaken in 2011-12 
 
The OECD work on water will continue in 2011-12 and will expand into a number of key areas of current 
and emerging policy priority. These areas include: 
 

 The Economics and Governance of Water Security – A major initiative to highlight the challenges 
of and policy responses to ensuring water security for all in terms of both the quality and quantity 
of water.  

 Water and Green Growth – Water plays a key role in supporting a shift toward a green growth 
framework based on achieving economic growth while increasing resource efficiency and shifting 
to a low carbon society. 

 Water and Climate Change – Adaptation to climate change is mainly about better water 
management and this project will focus on the economic and governance issues in linkages 
between water and climate change adaptation.  

 The Outlook for Water - Water is one of the four “red light” environmental issues that will form 
the focus of the OECD Environmental Outlook to 2050 that will be published in 2012. 

 
In addition, the OECD will hold a Global Forum on the Environment, focussing on Water, on 24-26 
October 2011, which will bring together representatives from governments, business, NGOs and 
academia, from both OECD and non-OECD countries, to address key issues in the water sector. The OECD 
will also contribute new findings and lessons learnt from tools developed over the years to the World 
Water Forum of March 2012. 
 
Further information 
 
Further information on the OECD’s work on water can be found on the dedicated website at 
www.oecd.org/water, or by contacting Anthony Cox, Head of the Environment and Economy Integration 
Division, Environment Directorate (anthony.cox@oecd.org). 
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