
Water resources in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA) are 
experiencing growing pressures due to increasing demands from agriculture, 
energy generation, industry and urban centres. Such pressures encompass on 
the one hand the supply side, where available water quantities are diminishing 
in a number of areas and, on the other hand, the quality side, mainly due to 
the growing emissions of pollutants into surface water bodies. In addition, in 
a context where climate change is creating uncertainty about future water 
availability the need to protect freshwater resources is stronger than ever. 
Addressing these challenges appears to be even more urgent because of the 
trans-boundary nature of a large share of such water resources in the region, 
which can cause tensions between bordering countries. 

A robust national policy framework, targeted investments and improved 
water management practices are therefore needed to make sure that in Eastern 
Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia existing demands for water use are met 
in an environmentally sustainable way.

As part of its Neighbourhood and development policy, since 2008 the EU 
has promoted in this region the Water Initiative, an international political 
undertaking that has helped participating countries improve their legislation in 
the water sector through the launch and the implementation of national policy 
reform processes.

The Initiative supports the integration into the national strategies and 
legislations and the regular application of internationally recognised principles 
of integrated water resource management. The EU Water Framework Directive 
and its related legislation and the UNECE Convention on the Protection and 
Use of Trans-boundary Watercourses and International Lakes and its Protocol 
on Water and Health are the milestones in which such principles are embedded 
and represent the guiding documents for the policy reform efforts in the region. 

The results of such efforts are presented in this brochure. The publication 
provides an overview of the main outcomes to which the Water Initiative 
contributed in ten EECCA countries and highlights achievements at country 
level as well as progress in trans-boundary water management – a key aspect of 
the regional dimension of the EU Water Initiative. 

The results outlined in the following pages are also the product of a fruitful 
international cooperation as the EU has joined forces with the OECD and the 
UNECE to support beneficiary countries achieve progress in the management of 
freshwater resources.

With a look to the future, the National Policy Dialogues held in the 
framework of the Water Initiative will continue to provide a platform for further 
promoting the implementation of the water sector reform in the post-2015 
development agenda. Building on the good results achieved so far, the EU is 
committed to continue its support to the participating countries and to assist 
them with the transfer and systematic application of the know-how needed to 
make sure that those reforms improve the well-being of the local populations.
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eUWi eecca specific websites 

the european Union Water initiative (eUWi)
http://www.euwi.net/

OECD: national policy dialogues on water in eecca
http://www.oecd.org/env/outreach/npd-water-eecca.htm

UNECE: national policy dialogues on integrated 
Water resources management
http://www.unece.org/env/water/npd 

publications on water policy reforms in eecca

UNECE and OECD (2013), The European Union Water 
Initiative National Policy Dialogues
http://bit.ly/1vkFzzz

OECD (2011), Ten Years of Water Sector Reform in 
Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia, 
OECD Publishing, Paris, 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264118430-en

principles and tools guiding water policy reform 
in eecca

A number of internationally agreed principles guide 
NPDs in EECCA:

l  The European Union Water Framework Directive 
http://bit.ly/1bVay5A

l  The UNECE Convention on the Protection and Use 
of Transboundary Watercourses and International 
Lakes (The Water Convention) 
http://www.unece.org/env/water

l  UNECE/WHO-Europe Protocol on Water and Health 
http://bit.ly/1ERfpnM

l  UNECE Industrial Accidents, Espoo and Aarhus 
Conventions

 http://www.unece.org/env

l  The Almaty Guiding Principles 
 http://www.oecd.org/env/outreach/2390168.pdf

l  The Recommendations of the OECD Council on water 
management

 
 –   Management Policies and Instruments (1978) 
     http://bit.ly/1uEBmoU

 –   Water Resource Management Policies: Integration, 
Demand Management, and Groundwater 
Protection (1989)

      http://bit.ly/1H9n3hj

l  Use of Economic Instruments in Environmental 
Policy (1991);

 http://bit.ly/1yMshts

l  Good Practices for Public Environmental 
Expenditure Management (2006)

 http://bit.ly/1yMsvRn

several tools are supporting analytical work:

l  OECD (2009a), Strategic Financial Planning for Water 
Supply and Sanitation, OECD Publishing, Paris, 

 http://www.oecd.org/env/resources/43949580.pdf

l  OECD (2009b), Private Sector Participation in Water 
Infrastructure: OECD Checklist for Public Action, 
OECD Publishing, Paris, 

 http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264059221-en

l  OECD (2012), A Framework for Financing Water Re-
sources Management, OECD Publishing, Paris, 

 http://bit.ly/UFHkYj

l  UNECE (2009), Guidance on Water and Adaptation to 
Climate Change,

 http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=11658

l  UNECE and WHO (2011), Guidance on Water Supply 
and Sanitation in Extreme Weather Events 

 http://bit.ly/11jQJHo

l  UNECE and WHO (2011), Small-scale Water Supplies 
in the pan-European region

 http://bit.ly/1ulBoR2
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decision-support tools and methodologies

Several new decision-support tools and methodologies have been developed or further elaborated, fine-tuned to 
local context and applied to support the EUWI NPDs in EECCA, and then disseminated in the region and beyond 
(including EU and OECD countries and emerging economies). The dissemination, often supported by respective 
trainings, helped to develop local management and expert capacity which is an important cross-cutting objective 
of the EUWI EECCA. 

The most important tools developed in co-operation with EC, bilateral donors (e.g. Denmark, Germany, UK) and IFIs 
(e.g.  The World Bank) are the following:

l Strategic financial planning methodology and computer-based FEASIBLE tool
http://bit.ly/11vuDCM

l Financial Planning Tool for Water Utilities (FPTWU) 
(computer-based generic financial model and user manual are available upon request)

l Guidelines for performance-based contracts between water utilities and municipalities
http://www.oecd.org/env/resources/49092291.pdf

l Benchmarking performance of water utilities (input to the IB-NET data base hosted by the World Bank)
http://www.ib-net.org/

l Methodology for assessing subsidies impacting the water sector 
http://bit.ly/1zwlXHj

For more details, see  also:  
OECD (2011), Meeting the Challenge of Financing Water and Sanitation: Tools and Approaches, OECD Publishing, 
Paris,  http://bit.ly/1uavh4Q 
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