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United Nations Millennium Declaration

A number of fundamental values will be critical 
for the international relations in the 21st century

They include, inter alia, protection and 
management of natural resources consistent 
with the sustainable development principles. 
This is the only way to preserve for the posterity 
the tremendous riches given to us by nature. 

Current unsustainable production and 
consumption patterns should be changed in the 
interests of our future well-being and the well-
being of our posterity.



Ukraine ranks 111th among 152 countries of the 
world in terms of domestic per capita fresh 

water reserves 

World Bank Statistics



Climate change may 
affect the quantitative 
indicators and scale of 
dangerous 
hydrometeorological 
phenomena, such as 
mudslides, avalanches, 
floods, and draughts 



Floods in the Carpathian region in 2008



Flood in the Dniester area

in July 2008



In June 2008 floods affected 56 

settlements and cities in 6 oblasts in the 

Carpathian region

More than 150,000 residents were 

affected

Floods of similar scale affected the 

Carpathian region 40 years ago, but 

damage was much smaller



27% of the territory of Ukraine is exposed 

to the adverse impact of waters

Significant

High groundwater 

level



Basin principle of water use and 

protection is the most efficient one in 

the international practices consistent 

with the key provisions of the 

European Union Water Framework 

Directive.

The Water Code of Ukraine and the 
State Programme for Development of 
the Water Sector of Ukraine provide 
for the need to introduce basin 
principle of management in Ukraine.



The Committee’s water policy aims to:

Provide water resources to the population 
and economic sectors

Protect against the adverse impact of 
waters (flooding and drowning of areas)

Operate state- and farm-owned irrigation 
systems

Co-operate with cross-border states in the 
sharing and protection of water resources
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Dnieper Reservoir Cascade

Total volume 43.8 cub. km
Useful volume – 18.5 cub. km

Operating conditions are developed for water 
supply systems and multi-purpose reservoirs

Water resources are re-distributed

State records for water use are maintained

Multi-purpose water bodies are monitored

National, inter-state, and regional water use and 
protection programmes are developed

Activities are carried out to ensure 
environmental rehabilitation of surface waters

To this end:



Principal River basins in 

Ukraine
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Improving the legal and regulatory frameworks 
is aimed to:

Improve the state of Ukraine’s water resources and 
drinking water quality

Enhance the economic efficiency and safety of the 
entire water complex

Address the issues of:

lowering the water-intensity of the sectors of 
Ukrainian economy, water losses during 
transportation, development pressure on the 
aquatic ecosystems, reducing the amounts of 
untreated industrial and municipal effluents 
discharged into water bodies, etc. 



Provide water resources to the population and 
economic sectors 

Streamline water supply

Prevent the adverse impact of waters and mitigate 
its consequences

Water resources protection and reproduction

Sustainable water sector development on the 
basis of the basin-based integrated water 
resources management and alignment of 
Ukraine’s water legislation with that of the 
European Union

Key Priorities:



1. Developing soil reclamation and improving 
the environmental condition of irrigated and 

reclaimed land

Total area of reclaimed 

land 5.5 mln ha

Irrigated land

2.2 mln ha
Reclaimed land

3.3 mln ha



2. Providing centralized water supply to 
rural settlements using delivered water

It is planned to provide water supply to 1,274 rural 

settlements and high quality drinking water to 

892,000 people in rural areas



3. Protecting rural settlements and 
agricultural land against the adverse impact 

of waters
It is expected to:

Construct, rehabilitate, and repair existing 741 
hydrotechnical facilities

Stabilize 361.2 km of banks

Construct new and rehabilitate and overhaul existing 217 
km of flood protection dikes

Clear and regulate river beds and water bodies, restore 
and maintain favourable hydrological conditions in rivers 
and water bodies (2,497.7 km). 

This will help to protect:

- 1,550 settlements

- 152,000 estates

- 329,000 ha of agricultural land. 



4. Integrated flood protection in the Dniester, 
Prut, and Siret River Basins

Will allow to:
Create safe conditions for livelihood of residents in 
900 settlements

Improve the hydrological conditions in rivers

Manage run-off with a view to optimizing flood flow

Minimize damage caused by floods

Construct new and rehabilitate 1,061.5 km of dikes

Stabilize 453 km of banks;

Adjust 1,042 km of river beds. 
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5. Flood Control in Tisza Basin, 
Carpathian Oblast

It is planned to:

– Construct and rehabilitate 409.6 km of dikes

– 18 flood control facilities

– Stabilize 107 km of banks

– Clean up 241.1 km of river beds

– Protect 672 settlements and 247,500 ha of 

agricultural land



Hungary

AIVS TISA DATA TRANSFER SCHEME

Ukraine 



6. Environmental rehabilitation of the Dnieper 

basin and improvement of drinking water 

quality

Activities aim to rehabilitate and ensure sustainable 

operation of the Dnieper ecosystem, high quality water 

supply, environmentally-safe conditions for the livelihood 

of the population and economic activities, as well as to 

protect water resources against pollution and depletion.



 Safe living conditions in the environmentally hazardous areas and

rehabilitated environment, including in the transboundary water bodies, as

well as resolving the issues of development and implementation of the

environmental policy of Ukraine on the way to sustainable development

 Flood control on the territory of Ukraine and reduced risk of disastrous high

flood effects

 A network of hydrotechnical and other facilities set up in the Dniester, Prut,

and Siret basins to protect settlements, areas, agricultural land, and

production facilities against disastrous floods, damage minimization, and

conditions created for the livelihood of the population

 Required water supply to the rural settlements using poor-quality delivered

water

 Enhanced efficiency of reclaimed land use and preserving a guaranteed

source of agricultural production

Expected Programme Outcomes



Co-operation in Transboundary 

Waters with Neighboring Countries –

Important Pillar of Committee 

Activities

Convention on the Protection and Use of 

Transboundary Watercourses and International 

Lakes (Helsinki, March 1992) and Convention 

on Co-operation for the Protection and 

Sustainable Use of the Danube River (Sofia, 

June 1994) serve as a basis for bilateral 

agreements, initiatives, and development



With the support of the UNECE and OSCE, 
international project on the Programme of 
Actions to Improve Transboundary Co-
operation and Sustainable Management of 
the Dniester River was launched, which 
provides for the modernization of the 
current legal framework. 



Project to develop a management plan for 

Southern Bug river basin is being implemented 

with the support of the Swedish Environment 

Agency



We are looking forward
to fruitful cooperation and progress in 

solving water resource problems

Мы надеемся на дальнейшее 
сотрудничество и прогресс в решении 

водоресурсных проблем.
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