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Welcome Session 
Gary Fitt 
Dr Gary Fitt obtained his PhD from the University of Sydney and joined CSIRO as 
an Experimental Scientist in 1977. During a 20 year career at the Australian 
Cotton Research Institute at Narrabri, NSW, Dr Fitt advanced to the level of 
Senior Principal Research Scientist before becoming the Chief Executive Officer 
of the Australian Cotton Cooperative Research Centre (CRC) in 1999, also based 
at Narrabri. In 2004 he became the Deputy Chief of CSIRO Entomology, and 
relocated to Brisbane, then Deputy Chief of CSIRO Ecosystem Sciences, the 
position he held until the establishment of the Biosecurity Flagship in 2012, and 
now the Health and Biosecurity Business Unit of CSIRO where he is Deputy 
Director and Science Director.  

Dr Fitt has extensive research experience in agricultural sustainability with a focus 
on integrated pest management systems particularly in the development and 
deployment of transgenic cottons and the resistance management systems required to sustain this technology. 
His specific expertise is with the ecology, movements and resistance evolution of agricultural pests. Through the 
Health and Biosecurity Business Unit he has broadened applications to address the health challenges to 
Australia’s people, agricultural industries, environment and economy. The Biosecurity continuum, spanning off 
shore and on shore risks, provides a valuable context for the breadth of outcomes for CSIRO’s business in this 
sector. 

Dr Fitt has published more than 100 refereed publications, and contributed to more than 20 books. He has 
almost 3000 citations and H index of 28.  

He has held many other positions, including Board Director of the Cotton Catchment Communities CRC, Chair of 
an expert panel for the International Cotton Advisory Committee, Member Advisory Committee for the Australian 
India Strategic Research Fund and is currently Chair of the Science Advisory Body of the OECD Cooperative 
Research Program in Biological Resource Management for Sustainable Agriculture. He is an Adjunct Professor 
at both the University of New England and the University of Sydney. 
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Introductory Session 
Fyodor Urnov 
Dr Fyodor Urnov, PhD, is Deputy Director at the Altius Institute for Biomedical 
Sciences (US), where he shares broad responsibility for defining and leading 
the overall scientific effort. 

Prior to joining Altius, Dr Urnov was Vice President, Discovery and 
Translational Research, at Sangamo Therapeutics, where he co-developed 
human genome editing with engineered nucleases (2005), and then led the 
Company’s R&D efforts to deploy genome editing for crop trait engineering in 
partnership with Dow AgroSciences (2009), and co-managed Sangamo’s 
partnership with Sigma-Aldrich for the generation of engineered cell lines for 
manufacturing, transgenic animals and research reagents (2010). During 
2010-16, he lead IND-enabling efforts on new disease indications, including  
genome editing for the hemoglobinopathies (partnered with Biogen, IND 
accepted 2017), and allele-specific targeted gene regulation with engineered transcription factors for 
neurodegenerative disease (partnered with Pfizer). 

He is an author of more than 70 scientific publications and an inventor on more than 130 issued and pending US 
patents related to genome editing and targeted gene regulation technology. Prior to joining Sangamo, Dr Urnov 
was a postdoctoral fellow at the National Institutes of Health in the laboratory of Dr Alan P. Wolffe, where he 
trained in the study of chromatin-based genome regulatory processes in metazoa. Dr Urnov received his PhD  in 
Biology from Brown University, where he studied chromatin-based integration of genome control in the laboratory 
of Dr Susan A. Gerbi, and his BSc in Biology from Moscow State University, where he was a student in the 
Department of Virology led by Dr Joseph G. Atabekov. 
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Peter Kearns 
Dr Peter Kearns heads OECD’s Environmental Biosafety Programme and its 
Working Group on the Harmonisation of Regulatory Oversight in 
Biotechnology which covers environmental safety aspects of genetically 
modified organisms (GMOs) and other aspects of modern biotechnology. To 
date, the Working Group has published over 60 reports on issues related to 
the safe use of plants, animals and micro-organisms in commercial 
applications.  As is the case with all OECD committees, the Working Group is 
comprised of delegates nominated by governments.  

Peter also heads OECD’s Programme on the Safety of Novel Foods and 
Feeds, which is concerned primarily with the safety of foods and feeds 
derived from transgenic organisms (GMOs).  It is managed in close co-
operation with the programme on environmental biosafety. So far, OECD’s Working Group for the Safety of 
Novel Foods and Feeds has published 30 reports related to the safety of the consumption of foods and feeds 
derived from genetically modified crops.   

Peter was awarded a PhD in Genetics by the University of Cambridge in 1983, where he was a member of 
Darwin College. 

 

 

 
Agnès Ricroch 
Dr Agnès Ricroch is a French Academy of Agriculture Fellow since 
2015 and the secretary of Life Sciences Section. She is Associate 
Professor in Evolutionary Genetics and Plant Breeding at 
AgroParisTech (Paris, France) and Adjunct Professor at 
Pennsylvania State University, College of Agricultural Sciences 
(USA). She holds a PhD in Genetics and Plant Breeding and HDR 
‘Habilitation à diriger des recherches’ (Accreditation to Supervise 
Research) at the University of Paris-Sud, Orsay (France). She is a 
group leader ‘Durability-Innovation-Resources-Ethics’ at the University Paris-Sud. Her scientific interests are 
focussed on Evidence-Based Policies and biotech innovation for sustainable agriculture.  Her activities have 
been honoured by the Special Prize 2012 of the French Academy for scientific achievements in plant biotech. 
She is elected as ‘Woman in Biotechnology Law and Regulation’ in 2015. She serves as an expert member of 
the Scientific Group of Interest ‘Plant Biotechnology’ (GIS BV) in France. She leads the working group ‘New 
biotechnologies for agriculture and food’ at the French Academy of Agriculture to examine the recent 
development of gene editing. She published five books on plant biotech and gene editing. 

 

  

http://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/biotrack/consensus-documents-work-harmonisation-regulatory-oversight-biotechnology-by-number.htm
http://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/biotrack/consensus-documents-work-on-safety-of-novel-food-and-feeds-by-number.htm
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Session 1 
Elselien Breman 
Ms Elselien Breman, MSc, is a policy officer at the Dutch Ministry of Agriculture, 
Nature and Food Quality. She works in the European Agricultural and Fisheries 
Policy and Food Security Department and is part of the agricultural economics team. 
She joined the ministry in 2014, after finishing her Master's degree in Agricultural 
Economics at Wageningen University. In her career she worked for a short period at 
the European Commission and was seconded to the OECD for 6 months, where she 
worked on the innovation, agricultural productivity and sustainability reviews in the 
Trade and Agriculture Directorate. As a delegate, Elselien is currently representing 
the Netherlands in the Working Party on Agricultural Policies and Markets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caixia Gao  
Dr Caixia Gao is Principal Investigator of the Institute of Genetics and 
Developmental Biology (IGDB), Chinese Academy of Sciences. Prior to 
joining IGDB in 2009, she served as a Research Scientist in DLF’s 
biotechnology group in Denmark, where she worked in plant genetic 
transformation and molecular biology. She completed her PhD in Plant 
Genetics from China Agricultural University, Beijing, and her MSc and BS 
degrees in Agronomy from Gansu Agricultural University, Lanzhou. Her 
current research area mainly deals with developing a highly efficient and 
robust CRISPR platform in plant cells to enable targeted genome editing 
as well as employing the developed platform for targeted gene 
mutagenesis, addition, editing and transcriptional modulation to identify 
and modify plants traits for high-quality, disease resistance and stress tolerance in crop species. 
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Simon Lillico 
Dr Simon Lillico is a research scientist at The Roslin Institute of the University of 
Edinburgh. After completing a PhD in molecular parasitology at Glasgow University 
(1999), Simon joined the group of Prof Helen Sang in Edinburgh on an industrial 
collaboration to produce high value therapeutic proteins in hens eggs (Lillico et al., 
PNAS 2007). His focus then shifted to projects involving sheep and pigs, using his 
expertise with lentiviruses to introduce transgenes to model human disease states 
(Kostic, Lillico et a.l, PLoS One 2013). The rapid expansion of the field of genome 
editors over the last 6 years has made practicable genome modifications which had 
previously been unattainable. Simon has been at the forefront of application of 
these editors to livestock, either to create disease resistant/resilient strains, or to 
generate accurate models of human disease. Simon has experience of working 
with TALENs (Lillico et al., Sci Rep 2013), ZFNs (Lillico et al., Sci Rep 2016) and most recently CRISPR/Cas9 
(Burkard et al., PLoS Pathog 2017; Park et al., Sci Rep 2017), through various collaborations involving key 
developers of the current tools (Sangamo), R & D companies in the livestock arena (Recombinetics, Inc.), 
livestock breeding companies (Genus plc) and international academic institutions. 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunghwa Choe 
Dr Sunghwa Choe graduated from Seoul National University Seoul, South 
Korea with bachelor’s and master’s degrees. He then studied at the University 
of Arizona for his doctoral degree, and continued his postdoctoral research at 
the same University under the instruction of Prof Kenneth Feldmann. He joined 
Ceres, Inc., a plant biotechnology start-up company located in California, US 
as a scientist. After a year of experience in industry, he was appointed as a 
faculty member at Seoul National University in 2001. With an already strong 
interest in brassinosteroid research, Dr Choe functionally characterised five 
genes, dwarf1 (dwf1), dwf4, dwf5, dwf7, and bin2/dwf12, that are involved in 
brassinosteroid biosynthesis or signaling. His research then expanded toward 
the interactions of brassinosteroids with other signals such as light, auxin, and 
stresses. He found that parts of auxin signal work through brassinosteroid biosynthesis. From 2015, he became 
interested in foundational research on CRISPR genome editing tools as well as the safe and sustainable 
application of these tools. Through his pioneering research, Dr Choe successfully obtained genome-edited crop 
plants free of transgenes in a relatively short time. Now he concentrates his efforts on functionally enhancing the 
technology and developing nutritionally-fortified crop plants by collaborating with a startup company he recently 
founded. 
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Robert Meeley 
Dr Robert Meeley is a Senior Research Manager in Trait Discovery for 
Corteva Agriscience – the newly formed agricultural division of DowDuPont.  
Bob has over 25 years’ experience with Pioneer Hi-Bred, DuPont-Pioneer, 
DowDuPont, and now Corteva.  He is a lifetime member and internationally 
recognized collaborator in the Maize Genetics Cooperative, and received 
his PhD from the US Department of Energy Plant Research Laboratory at 
Michigan State University.  With his research team, he is currently focused 
on integrated genetic strategies to explore native traits for genome editing.  
This discovery work seeks to isolate maize and other crop genes controlling 
important plant phenotypes, using positional cloning, transposon tagging, 
chemical mutagenesis, and genomic evaluations of natural and/or induced 
variation for key traits.  His work in genome editing emphasizes product development using CRISPR/Cas9 
technology: i) Next Generation Waxy Corn, ii) a collaboration with CIMMYT on Maize Lethal Necrosis disease, 
and iii) exploratory concepts to alter plant architecture for improved crop productivity.   

 

 

 

 

 
Peter Rogowsky 
Dr Peter Rogowsky is a senior INRA (National Institute for Agricultural Research) 
researcher in the lab of Plant Reproduction and Development at the ENS in Lyon, 
France. After a PhD in bacterial genetics (Regensburg, Germany) and postdocs in 
plant pathology (Davis, USA and Toulouse, France) and plant genomics (Adelaide, 
Australia) he initiated his present research activity on maize grain development. 
Focusing on early stages preparing the grain for the accumulation of reserve 
substances, his functional genetics approach was complemented over time by 
emerging omics techniques and more recently by maize biotechnology to translate 
the fundamental knowledge gained into innovative traits. He has participated in 
numerous European and national projects and coordinated an EC project, a 
trinational project and several national projects. He is presently the coordinator of the 
French "Investment for the Future" project GENIUS (2012-2019) devoted to the implementation of genome 
editing in 9 crop species. He is Deputy Head of the INRA Plant Biology and Breeding Division, co-leader of the 
EPSO Agricultural Technology Working Group and President of the Operational Directorate of the French public-
private interest group GIS-BV. 
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Vladimir Nekrasov 
Dr Vladimir Nekrasov is a project leader at Rothamsted 
Research (UK). The focus of his research is on development 
and application of the genome editing technology 
(CRISPR/Cas) in crops, with particular emphasis on 
improving disease resistance in wheat. Vladimir is one of the 
pioneers of CRISPR/Cas in plants and his original 2013 
paper on the topic (Nat Biotechnol 31: 691-3) has already 
been cited >400 times. In 2017, he published a manuscript 
describing a successful application of the CRISPR/Cas 
technology for engineering broad spectrum resistance to the 
powdery mildew fungal pathogen in tomato (Sci Rep 7: 482). Vladimir has a strong interest in GMO policy issues 
associated with genetically edited crops. As an expert in the field, he was invited by the Nuffield Council of 
Bioethics (UK) to take part in preparation of the “GENOME EDITING: an ethical review” report. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Petra Jorasch 
Dr Petra Jorasch holds a PhD in plant molecular plant biology from the 
University of Hamburg in 1999. In 2000 she became IP Expert at GFPi 
Service Ltd., a company which supports the German breeding industry in 
questions of IP and technology transfer. Since 2014 she was Vice Secretary 
General of the German Plant Breeders’ Association (BDP).  During her 
career she developed solid experience in biotech patent law and plant variety 
as well as in regulatory issues concerning modern plant breeding methods. 
Petra joined the European Seed Association - ESA in February 2017 as the 
spokesperson of the EU plant breeding sector on modern plant breeding 
methods and innovative technologies. She is the member of the ISF Working 
Group Plant Breeding Innovation.   



8 
 

Mark Tizard 
Dr Mark Tizard is a Principle Research Scientist at the 
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 
Organisation (CSIRO) based at the Australian Animal Health 
Laboratory (AAHL) in the Genome Engineering Team. He 
received his Bachelor of Science from Imperial College, 
London, and his PhD from University College London, leading 
to a history of seeking applications for biotechnology in the 
control of infectious. Over the years this has included malaria, 
herpes virus and mycobacterial disease, however for the past 
decade he has applied transgenic and gene editing technology 
to the livestock themselves. Poultry is the focus of the Group’s work in Australia which has provided different 
challenges and great opportunities. In 2014 he co-organised the OECD meeting “Removing barriers to the 
uptake of GM animals as a sustainable solution to food security and safety” just as gene editing was beginning to 
emerge.  His work now also extends to ecological issues with the aim to design safe and beneficial applications 
of transgenics and gene editing in the context of human and environmental health.  

 

 

 

 
 
Alison Van Eenennaam 
Dr Alison Van Eenennaam is a Cooperative Extension Specialist in the 
field of Animal Genomics and Biotechnology in the Department of 
Animal Science at the University of California, Davis. She received a 
Bachelor of Agricultural Science from the University of Melbourne in 
Australia, and both an MS in Animal Science, and a PhD in Genetics 
from UC Davis. Her publicly-funded research and outreach program 
focuses on the use of animal genomics and biotechnology in 
livestock production systems. Her current research projects include 
the development of genomic approaches to select for cattle that are 
less susceptible to disease and the development of genome editing 
approaches for livestock. She serves as the USDA NRSP-8 Cattle 
Genome Coordinator, and is a member of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine Study 
Committee for “Science Breakthroughs 2030: A Strategy for Food and Agricultural Research”. She has given 
over 525 invited presentations to audiences globally, and uses a variety of media to inform general public 
audiences about science and technology. She frequently provides a credentialed voice on controversial scientific 
topics and has appeared on national media including The Dr Oz Show, NPR, Science Friday, and the 
Intelligence Squared debate series. Recently she appeared in the IFT-funded documentary Food Evolution. A 
passionate advocate of science, Dr Van Eenennaam was the recipient of the 2014 Council for Agricultural 
Science and Technology (CAST) Borlaug Communication Award, and in 2017 was elected as a Fellow of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS).   
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Anna Troedsson-Wargelius 

Dr Anna Wargelius is a molecular biologist working on aquaculture genetics.  
She has a bachelor’s and a master’s degree from the University of Uppsala, 
Sweden. She went on to obtain her PhD at the University of Bergen, Norway, 
working on zebrafish eye development. After finishing her PhD she started as a 
post doc at the Institute of Marine Research, Norway and thereafter obtained a 
scientist position, working on development and reproduction in both salmon and 
cod. She is currently Group leader of Reproduction and Development of fish at 
the Institute of Marine Research in Bergen, Norway. In recent years she has 
worked extensively on understanding basic reproductive traits in Atlantic salmon, 
such as time of maturity and how to produce sterile fish for aquaculture. In this 
context her group has been the first to develop CRISPR-Cas9 technology 
applied to Atlantic salmon and her team has managed to produce salmon without germ cells. She and her group 
have also explored and revealed wild genetic traits involved in time of maturation and disease resistance. As 
such they are currently trying to explore the function of beneficial genetic variation in the wild using CRISPR-
Cas9 - with the long-term overall aim to develop more sustainable solutions for salmon farming. 
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Session 2 
Huw D Jones  
Dr Huw D Jones, PhD, FRSB is a Professor of Translational Genomics for Plant 
Breeding, Institute of Biological, Environmental and Rural Sciences (IBERS), 
Aberystwyth University, UK. He has a global reputation in the development of 
cereal transformation systems and the application of biotechnology approaches to 
study gene function. He has research interests in applied genome editing and 
functional genomics but also in risk assessment and regulatory policy of 
biotechnology. He is vice-chair of the GMO panel, European Food Safety 
Authority, Honorary Professor in the School of Biosciences, Nottingham 
University and Honorary Researcher at Rothamsted Research. He moved to 
Aberystwyth in 2016 after almost 20 years at Rothamsted and before that, Long 
Ashton Research Station. In addition to his work in GMO risk assessment, he has 
held two UK government licences to conduct non-commercial, field trials of GM wheat in the UK to investigate 
gluten quality and the aphid resistance. He has co-authored over 140 opinions and guidance documents from 
EFSA and published more than 100 research papers, books and other articles in the field of plant molecular 
genetics. 

 

 

 

 
Jeffrey D Wolt 
Dr Jeff Wolt is a professor of agronomy and toxicology at Iowa 
State University where he is affiliated with the Biosafety Institute 
for Genetically Modified Agricultural Products (BIGMAP) and co-
directs the publicly-funded Crop Bioengineering Center. He 
additionally holds a secondary appointment as professor of 
epidemiology at the University of Iowa. Dr Wolt’s program 
focuses on evaluating and communicating the risks and benefits 
of new technologies in plant agriculture. His research applies 
formal risk analysis approaches to plant bioengineering and is 
currently keyed to genome engineering of novel plant traits; 
plants as production systems for novel proteins; and food and environmental safety issues pertaining to genome 
edited plants and their products. Wolt provides training and expert consultation on risk analysis for interested and 
affected parties locally, nationally, and internationally. He has recently served on the National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering and Medicine committee for the report Preparing for Future Products of Biotechnology 
and he has a current appointment to the WHO roster of toxicological and epidemiological experts. Wolt teaches 
graduate courses in risk assessment and regulatory toxicology and an undergraduate course in agricultural 
sustainability. He is a Fellow of the American Society of Agronomy and has degrees from Colorado State 
University and Auburn University. 
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Yutaka Tabei 
Dr Yutaka Tabei is Director of the Department of Applied Genetics,  
Institute of Agrobiological Sciences, National Agriculture and Food 
Research Organization (NARO), Japan. His background research field is 
plant breeding using biotechnology. He started work at the National 
Institute of Vegetables where he engaged in biotechnology research of 
Cucurbitaceae. He received a PhD from Tsukuba University for his study in 
the application of biotechnology to Cucurbitaceae vegetables. Then, he 
worked on regulatory affairs concerning environmental risk assessment of 
genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), Japan. He also engaged in the 
development of plastid transformation systems and the production of useful 
materials in plants. In parallel, he has shown great commitment to science communication to provide the public 
and other stakeholders, with accurate information about GMOs and New Plant Breeding Techniques. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Marie-Berengere Troadec  
Dr Marie-Berengere Troadec is an associate researcher at the National 
Center for Scientific Research (CNRS) in the laboratory of Gene 
Expression and Oncogenesis at the Institute of Genetics and 
Development of Rennes, France. She holds a PhD from the University 
of Rennes, France. Having explored iron metabolism in cancer during 
her PhD work, and generated a mouse model of anaemia and 
porphyria for her post-doctoral fellowship at the University of Utah, US, 
she currently works on childhood leukaemia and develops molecular 
tools, including CRISPR-Cas9, to address the question of 
leukaemogenesis. 

She is a member of the Scientific Committee of the High Council for Biotechnology (HCB), which is an 
independent body whose role is to inform public decision-making, and report to the ministries responsible for the 
environment, agriculture, research, and health. The scientific committee of the HCB delivers opinions on all 
biotechnology-related issues, including genetically modified organisms (GMOs) and in November 2017 issued a 
scientific opinion on the New Plant Breeding Techniques on the request of the French Minister of the 
Environment and the Minister of Agriculture. This document, together with the recommendation produced by the 
Ethic Economic and Social Committee constitutes the opinion of the HCB. 
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Odd-Gunnar Wikmark 
Dr Odd-Gunnar Wikmark is research leader for the research group 
Biosafety of Genome Editing at GenØk – Centre for Biosafety in Tromsø, 
Norway. The research effort focuses on combining molecular biology 
with profiling techniques to help us understand if, and how, small 
changes may affect edited plants and animals. Dr Wikmark holds an 
MSc in biotechnlogy, and a PhD I RNA biology from the University of 
Tromsø. Further to his studies, his background also extends to working 
within the Norwegian health system. His main research interests are 
gene ecology studies of the unintended effects on health and the 
environment arising from the impacts of the use of modern 
(bio)technologies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Alan Raybould 
Dr Alan Raybould is a Senior Science and Technology Fellow at Syngenta in 
Basel, Switzerland.  Alan joined Syngenta in 2001 and until 2014 worked in its 
Product Safety department at Jealott’s Hill International Research Centre in the 
United Kingdom.  There he led the preparation of environmental risk 
assessments as part of worldwide regulatory submissions for Syngenta’s 
transgenic crops. Alan moved to Basel in 2014 and currently works on regulatory 
science communications.   

Before joining Syngenta, Alan was a Principal Scientific Officer at the UK’s 
Centre for Ecology and Hydrology, where he led a research group developing 
methods for estimating gene flow among populations of wild plants, and studying 
the ecological genetics of insect and virus resistance in wild relatives of crops. 
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Session 3 
François Pythoud  
Dr François Pythoud is the Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Switzerland to the FAO, IFAD & WFP; Chairperson of the FAO 
Committee on Agriculture; Vice-chair of the FAO Commission on 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture; Member of the FAO 
Programme Committee.   

A plant biologist by training, François Pythoud holds a PhD in 
natural sciences from the University of Fribourg, Switzerland. He 
worked as a research associate at the University of Washington, 
Seattle USA and at the Friedrich Miescher Institute, Basel 
Switzerland. In 1990 he joined the Swiss Federal government. He 
has more than 25 years’ experience in international environmental and agricultural policy issues with special 
emphasis on sustainable development, natural resources management, biotechnology, biosafety, genetic 
resources, agroecology and the green economy. Until September 2015, he was Head of the International 
Sustainable Agriculture Division at the Federal Office for Agriculture. In this position he was in charge of FAO 
and agricultural issues in relation to the OECD, the multilateral environmental agreements and the United 
Nations Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development. He served as the Swiss focal point for the International 
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Agriculture and Food and organized in 2007 the first FAO Technical 
Conference on Animal Genetic Resources in Interlaken. Previously, he worked at the Federal Office for the 
Environment on GMOs, Biotechnology and Biodiversity. He has been closely involved in OECD Environment, 
Health & Safety and Agriculture Programs since 1990, in particular as Chair of the OECD Working Group for the 
harmonization of regulations in biotechnology (1997-2001) and a member of the Agriculture Committee (2007-
2015, vice-chair from 2008-2010)    

 

Martin Lema 
Dr Martin Lema, a biotechnologist, is  Adjunct Professor at 
the National University of Quilmes, Argentina, Director of 
Biotechnology in the Secretariat of Foodstuff and 
Bioeconomy of the Ministry of Agroindustry of the Argentine 
Republic, and Chair of the National Commission of 
Agricultural Biotechnology (CONABIA) and the Advisory 
Committee on the use of Bio-Inputs for Agriculture (CABUA). 

He has 19 years of academic and entrepreneurship 
experience in biotechnology and 13 years’ experience in the 
field of policymaking in agricultural biotechnology and 
biosafety. He is a Delegate representing the Argentine 
government in several bilateral and multilateral fora on agricultural biotechnology. He also has several 
publications on biotechnology research, teaching, biosafety and policymaking.  
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Peter Thygesen 
Dr Peter Thygesen works at the Office of the Gene Technology Regulator 
(OGTR) which regulates environmental releases of genetically modified 
organisms (GMOs) in Australia. His current role of Principal Regulatory 
Scientist is focussed on the implications of new technologies and other 
biological assessment frameworks for GMO risk analysis. He has been active 
in OGTR’s international engagement, in particular the OECD Working Group 
on the Harmonisation of Regulatory Oversight in Biotechnology. In addition to 
his early work at OGTR evaluating GMO release applications, he also has 
experience with legal and regulatory policy issues for GMOs, including 
reviews of the gene technology legislation.  His academic background is in 
microbial and plant molecular biology at the Australian National University 
(BSc Hons, PhD) and CSIRO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lisa Kelly 
Dr Lisa Kelly is a Principal Scientist in the Microbiology and Biotechnology 
section of Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ). Lisa has 
responsibility for overseeing the assessment of applications for the approval of 
genetically modified (GM) foods in Australia and New Zealand, and also 
FSANZ’s strategic projects related to GM foods, including the current review of 
food derived using new breeding techniques. Lisa regularly represents the 
Australian government on GM food matters at an international level and is 
currently serving as a member of the Bureau of the OECD Working Group for 
the Safety of Novel Foods and Feeds, having previously chaired the group. Lisa 
also previously led the Australian delegation to the Codex Ad Hoc 
Intergovernmental Task Force on Foods Derived from Biotechnology (2005-
2009) as well as participated in two FAO/WHO expert consultations on GM animals (2003 & 2007).  

Lisa has a PhD in molecular plant virology from the Australian National University and worked as a post-graduate 
research fellow at CSIRO Plant Industry before joining FSANZ in 1997. 
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Christine Tibelius 
Dr Christine Tibelius is the Director of Plant Health Science at the Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency (CFIA). She is responsible for plant health risk 
assessment, including evaluation of the safety of plants with novel traits before 
their release into the Canadian environment. She has worked in policy 
development and program management in areas including seed regulation, 
invasive alien species and plant health at the CFIA, as well as research 
management and strategic research policy development in areas including 
biotechnology and genomics at Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. Christine 
holds a BSc in Agriculture (Plant and Soil Science) from the University of 
Manitoba and a PhD in cereal breeding and physiology from McGill University, 
both in Canada. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Chantal Bruetschy 
Ms Chantal Bruetschy is Head of the “Biotechnology" Unit at the European 
Commission’s Directorate-General for Health and Food Safety, Brussels since 
2016. A French national, she studied international law and economics in France, 
UK and Germany. She has experience in different policy areas in the 
Commission (competition, industrial policy, public procurement, trade, 
environment and health, innovation and sustainability in the food chain).  Before 
joining the Commission she worked in a law office on European Affairs in 
Brussels, as well as in Paris in the International department of Air France. 

  



16 
 

Murali Krishna Chimata 
Dr Murali Krishna is currently working as Scientist-D/ Joint Director in the 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC), India. 
Murali is also the Member Secretary of Genetic Engineering Appraisal 
Committee (GEAC), the apex regulatory body in India to deal with the 
regulation of all genetically modified organisms (GMOs) and products 
thereof. Prior to joining the MoEFCC, Murali worked in several 
organisations including Biotech Consortium India Limited, E.I.DuPont 
India Ltd, Translational Research Platform for Veterinary Biologicals 
(TRPVB), Uni-Sankyo etc. as Researcher, Scientist and Manager. He has 
worked in several niche areas like biofuels (biobutanol, biohydrogen, 
lignocellulose to ethanol), scale up and production of human and 
veterinary probiotics etc. He has played a very instrumental role in setting up of new facilities at E.I.DuPont India 
Ltd and TRPVB. Murali has sound knowledge of Indian biosafety regulations and is a member of various 
scientific inter-ministerial committees.  

The current job profile of Murali involves scientific evaluation and appraisal of proposals seeking permission for 
conduct of confined field trials, large scale environmental/commercial release or large scale manufacture of 
products derived from GMOs. He has knowledge and understanding of international protocols including the 
Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and also served as a Project Manager for UNEP-GEF Phase-II Capacity 
Building Project on Biosafety, implemented by India. During his tenure as a Project Manager, he coordinated the 
preparation of crop specific biology documents, the Environmental Risk Assessment (ERA) Guidelines of 
Genetically Engineered (GE) Plants, and so on. He participated in the two previous COP-MOP meetings held in 
Korea and Mexico and also delivered presentations during CEPA Fairs and side events. He has published 
several scientific articles, information and knowledge documents, policy papers etc. for wider dissemination 
among stakeholders. He also organises several capacity building training workshops for different stakeholders in 
India. 
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Sally McCammon 
As Science Advisor, Dr McCammon is part of the Office of the Deputy 
Administrator for Biotechnology Regulatory Services (BRS) within the Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) of the United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA). She has been involved with regulatory review, biosafety 
operational and policy issues and international biotechnology regulatory 
harmonisation for thirty years.  She currently chairs the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development's (OECD) Working Group on 
Harmonisation of Regulatory Oversight in Biotechnology, focusing on 
environmental risk assessment of agricultural organisms. Within BRS, Dr 
McCammon works to assure the appropriate scientific basis for policies, 
regulations, and assessment decisions for biotechnology products, 
coordinating with US research agencies and a variety of non-governmental organisations.  She has a PhD in 
plant pathology from the University of Kentucky. 

 

 

Kathleen Jones 
Dr Jones is part of the Office of Surveillance and Compliance within the United 
States Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) Center for Veterinary Medicine 
(CVM).  In her eighteen years at FDA, she has been responsible for scientific 
review and advice, policy development and coordination, and international 
harmonization on the safety of human and animal foods derived from plants 
and animals developed through biotechnology. She currently chairs the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development's Working Group 
for the Safety of Novel Foods and Feeds. Dr Jones currently manages CVM’s 
evaluation of biotechnology-derived plants for use in animal food, provides 
scientific and policy advice, and leads policy development and coordination 
across FDA, the United States Government, and internationally on animal 
foods produced using biotechnology.   

 

 

Mike Mendelsohn 
Mr Mike Mendelsohn is Chief of the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency’s newly formed Emerging Technologies Branch in the Biopesticides 
and Pollution Prevention Division of the Office of Pesticide Programs. He 
manages the branch responsible for plant-incorporated protectants such as 
Bt corn, RNAi, genetically engineered microorganisms, genetically 
engineered mosquitoes, and other pesticide emerging technologies such as 
Wolbachia infected mosquitoes. Mike has been with EPA for over 30 years 
and worked in the risk assessment and risk management of biopesticides, 
as well as conventional and antimicrobial pesticides. 
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