Accelerating Climate Action
Refocusing Policies through a Well-being Lens
The world has already warmed by an average of
1°Celsius and July 2019 was the hottest July ever
recorded. Extreme weather events are taking their
toll across the globe. Without accelerated mitigation
action, risks to human health and food and water
security will continue to grow, threatening our ability to
meet the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). We
need to reverse and then rapidly reduce global CO2
emissions to zero on a net basis by 2050 or shortly
thereafter.
The low-emissions transition requires an
unprecedented scale of transformation in our
societies but this is not happening quickly
enough to achieve international goals. Investments
in renewable technologies such as wind and solar
have stalled, despite being cheaper than fossil-fuel
alternatives in many places. Coal plants, particularly
young plants in Asia, are still responsible for 30% of
energy-related CO2 emissions, which according to
the IEA are increasing faster (2.9% in 2018) than the
overall growth in such emissions (1.7%).
Systematically placing people’s well-being at
the centre of decision-making is necessary to
increase the political and social support for more
ambitious mitigation action and to overcome
the barriers to change. The concept of well-being
goes beyond economic welfare and incorporates
such aspects as political and social rights, health,
education, security and environmental quality. This
report refers to present and future well-being and is a
synonym of sustainable development.
Climate change mitigation has the potential to
deliver wider well-being benefits for current
generations and to underpin the resources
needed for future well-being. Importantly, the
potential trade-offs between climate policy and other
goals such as affordability, competitiveness and jobs
constrain the ambition of climate action. Using a wellbeing lens helps make these synergies and trade-offs
visible, allowing decision-makers to increase “two-way
alignment” between climate change mitigation and
broader well-being objectives.

Adopting a well-being lens means ensuring
that decisions aim to deliver simultaneously on
multiple well-being objectives, including climate.
It also requires an economy-wide perspective, rather
than focusing on a single or very narrow range of
output-related objectives, independently of others.
For example, tackling damaging air pollution problems
by eliminating fossil-fuel combustion takes advantage
of one of the major synergies between climate action
and health. In terms of trade-offs, addressing in
advance the potential impacts on the affordability of
transport from increased fuel prices through targeted
compensatory measures or investments in public
transport infrastructure, makes such price increases
more acceptable and effective.
We can improve our collective chances of
limiting climate change, while securing important
well-being improvements, by applying a wellbeing lens to key sectors. This report examines
five economic sectors (electricity, heavy industry,
residential, surface transport, and agriculture), which
together represent over 60% of global GHG emissions.
It explains how reassessing policy priorities and
adapting the set of indicators used to track progress
and guide decisions in each sector can support
governments in creating “two-way alignment” between
climate and a number of other well-being benefits,
such as public health and safety, affordability, reliability,
natural resource management, and new employment
opportunities. It also discusses how climate policies
in these sectors can be implemented, designed and
evaluated while taking into account potential synergies
and trade-offs.

Infographic: Increasing incentives for climate action using a well-being lens

The report - Accelerating Climate Action: Refocusing Policies through a Well-being Lens - builds on the OECD
Well-being Framework and applies a new perspective that analyses synergies and trade-offs between climate
change mitigation and broader goals such as health, education, jobs, as well as wider environmental quality and
the resources needed to sustain our livelihoods through time.
The report is being released in two parts. Part I, available online at oe.cd/climate-wellbeing, focuses on how we
need to rethink policy goals across sectors and adjust the measurement system, so as to effectively align and
integrate climate and well-being goals. Part II of the report "Reframing climate policies through a well-being lens",
to be released in the first quarter of 2020, will zoom in on effective policy recommendations and good practices.
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