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PROCEEDINGS OF THE
MEETING OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL POLICY DIALOGUE
IN WATER SECTOR OF UKRAINE
March 28, 2017
Kyiv, Ukraine

National Political Dialogues (NNPD) became the main tool within the framework of the Water
Initiative of the European Union in the countries of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia in
recent decades in order to promote water policy reforms.
The purpose of this Dialogue in Ukraine is:
- discussion and development of proposals on legislative and institutional changes in Ukraine in the
field of water policy, including implementation of the Association Agreement between Ukraine and
the European Union,
- preparation of the Water Strategy,
- strengthening of the inter-sectoral cooperation in order to achieve water, energy and food
security,
- fulfilment of the international obligations and increase the efficiency of the cross-border
cooperation,
- coordination of the international projects and organizations to join the efforts and all possible
tools on the way of implementation of reforms and technical re-equipment of the material and
technical facilities,
- solving urgent water and ecological challenges.
The Meeting of the newly formed Steering Committee for the National Dialogue on Water Policy
was chaired by Mr. Mykola Kuzio, Deputy Minister of Ecology and Natural Resources of Ukraine on
European Integration. Representatives of central executive authorities, scientific institutes,
international organizations, active technical assistance projects, financial institutions and the
public participated in the Meeting (the list of more than 50 participants and the Agenda of the
Meeting are attached).
Mr. Mykola Kuzio emphasized the importance of the continuing of the process of political
dialogues in Ukraine between national stakeholders, as well as international projects in order to
fulfil Ukraine's obligations under the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement. "Last year, the
Parliament adopted amendments to the Water Code aimed at the implementation of the EU
Water Framework Directive, stipulated by the Association Agreement. Now we are completing the
work of the adoption of more than 10 necessary Ukrainian regulations, which define the
procedures, methods, allocation of the river sub-basins. The implementation of integrated water
resources management in practice is ahead. Therefore, the National Policy Dialogue, in the
practice of our neighbours and not only, is a broad professional inter-sectoral platform that should
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unite all stakeholders. It is also important in the future to fill the newly created river basin councils
with new content ", - said Mykola Kuzio.
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Mykola Kuzio, Deputy Minister of Ecology and Natural Resources of Ukraine on European
Integration
Representatives of the central executive authorities of Ukraine, which responsible for the
implementation of the EU Directives in the water sector, were requested to provide information on
the current state of the implementation of the provisions of the EU Directives in the current
legislation and the problems that arise during this process in the following areas: "Legislative
changes in the water sector of Ukraine. Development of the concept of the National Water
Strategy"," Clean water and sanitation ", "Flood prevention", "Modern technologies of agricultural
production and sustainable use of water resources", "Protection of the marine environment". All
participants were able to discuss the given topics and propose their own vision for solving certain
issues.
Mr. Oleksandr Bon, Head of the Department of Water Resources and Marine Environment of the
Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources, and Mr. Mykhailo Khoriev the First Deputy Chairman
of the State Agency of Ukraine for Water Resources informed the participants about the developed
and approved regulatory acts for the implementation of the Law of Ukraine dated October 4, 2016
No. 1641-VIII "Amending of the Legislative Acts of Ukraine of Implementation of the Integrated
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approaches to water management based on the basin principle ", namely:
- Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine "The Procedure for the Development and
Approval of River Basin Management Plans";
- Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine "The Amendments to the Procedure for the
Implementation of State Water Monitoring" dated July 20, 1996, No. 815 (including the procedure
for the development and approval of the monitoring program for surface and ground waters);
- Order of the of Ecology and Natural Resources "The allocation of sub-basins within certain areas
of river basins and the approval of their boundaries" (approved);
- Order of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources "The approval of the boundaries of river
basin districts";
- Order of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources "The allocation of water areas within the
areas of river basins and the approval of their boundaries" (approved);
- Order of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources "Typical Regulations on Basin Councils"
(approved);
- Order of the Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine "The Approval of the Procedure for
the Development of Water Balances" (approved);
- Order of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources "The Approval of the methodology of the
delineation of surface and ground water bodies";
- Order of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources "The method of classifying of surface
water to one of the classes of ecological and chemical status, as well as assigning an artificial or
heavily modified surface water body to one of the classes of the environmental potential of an
artificial or heavily modified surface water bodies";
- Order of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources "The Approval of the List of Pollutants for
the Determination of the Chemical Condition of Surface and Ground water" (approved).
- Order of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources "The Procedure for the Development and
Approval of Environmental Quality Standards of Surface and Ground water".
The direction "Drinking water and sanitation" was considered at the Meeting in several aspects.
First, problems with the implementation of the EU Directives for Drinking Water and Urban
Wastewater were considered. The Director of the Department for life support and housing policy
of the Ministry of Regional Development, Construction, Housing and Communal Services Mr
Dmitry Korchak and the Deputy Director of the Scientific and Research and Design and
Technological Institute of Municipal Economy Mr Oleksandr Kravchenko reported. The main
problem, according to the speakers, is the impossibility of directly transposing the provisions of
the EU Directives into national legislation. New standards for drinking water quality (SanPiN) and
wastewater treatment require significant investment in the technical re-equipment of water
treatment and water treatment plants. Such investments are almost unrealistic at present, and if
they are found and invested in the enterprises, this will lead to even more significant increase of
services for the population. In addition, there is no single approach to attracting investment aid
with clearly defined legislative requirements, so the funds that are invested fragmentarily in the
industry will give the expected results. A clear strategy for water policy is also needed on these
issues as well.
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Mykola Kuzio supported the vision of the representatives of the Ministry of Regional
Development and emphasized that formalism and direct transposition of the directives into
national legislation do not justify, since changes do not take place for the legislative changes, but
in order to achieve certain goals. It is necessary to strategically approach these problems and give
an example of the successful experience of cooperation between the Ministry of Natural
Resources and the Ministry of Regional Development in the preparation of the Strategy for Solid
Waste Management.
Secondly, the implementation of the provisions of the Law of Ukraine No. 1066-IV dated10.07.03
"The Ratification of the Protocol on Water and Health to the Convention of the Protection and Use
of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes, 1992" was considered. The tasks of the
Protocol and reporting are relied to the Ministry for Environmental Protection, reported by Mr
Olexander Bon, but the Ministry of Health is the authority, which are collecting the information
about the diseases of the population connected with the consumption of low-quality drinking
water and conducting a policy of their prevention. Ms. Irina Rudenko, Deputy Head of the Public
Health Department of the Ministry of Health informed the participants about the implementation
of their part of the obligations under the Protocol, as well as the need to develop a new plan of
measures to meet its requirements.
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Representative of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Mr Peep
Mardiste informed about the proposal to assist Ukraine in fulfilling its obligations under the
Protocol on Water and Health and assured that within the framework of the first component of
the new EU Water Initiative Plus project, it is planned to provide methodological support for the
development and updating of the necessary documents on compliance with the requirements of
the Protocol. Representatives of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) Mr. Matthew Griffiths and Ms. Tatiana Efimova also plan to support Ukraine in carrying
out reforms in the legislative, institutional and economic context of all reforms of the Ukraine's
water policy.
The next issue for further dialogue was the issue of flood prevention and the implementation of
the provisions of the Flood Directive. Mr. Sergey Suslov, the representative of the Department of
State Supervision (Control) in the field of fire, technogenic safety and civil protection of the State
Emergency Service, emphasized the importance of the EU Directive for Ukraine, which rivers are
under constant threat of flooding and linked negative phenomena. Important problems in this
direction are also the problem of climate change and its consequences for water and ecosystems
and also the prevention of droughts.
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Mr. Oleksandr Bon informed about the implementation of the EU Directive on water protection
from pollution caused by nitrates from agricultural sources due to the significant flow of nitrogen

European Union
Water Initiative plus
for the Eastern Partnership
Funded by the European Union and Implemented by a Consortium led by Umweltbundesamt GmbH

pollution from diffuse sources, such as wastewater and waste from livestock farms and agricultural
lands. Mr. Eugene Yarmolenko, a representative of the State Agrarian Policy Department of the
Ministry of Agrarian Policy, stressed the importance of studying and distributing of the latest
technologies and experience in farming. Nitrate pollution is recorded in more than 38% of
investigated wells in the countryside of Ukraine, as evidenced by the study of his Ministry.
Mr. Victor Komorin, the Director of the Ukrainian Scientific Center for Marine Ecology of the
Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources, noted that an important and complicated task for
Ukraine is the implementation of the EU environmental policy of the marine environment,
according to which it should be protected, preserved and, if possible, restored with the ultimate
aim of protecting biodiversity and preserving the diversity and active function of the seas. Mr.
Oleksandr Bon, in his turn, familiarized the participants of the meeting with the activities of the
Ministry for Environmental Protection regarding the fulfilment of Ukraine's obligations under the
Black Sea Convention and participation in regular meetings in the Black Sea Commission, as well as
tasks related to the preparation of the Marine Strategy of Ukraine.
During the Meeting, the EU Water Initiative plus (EUWI +) project main tasks in 2017-2020 were
presented and discussed on regarding the national priorities. The project intends to help Ukraine
to solve the existing problems in the implementation of integrated water resources management
in accordance with the requirements of the EU WFD concerning the management of
transboundary river basins. The project will support the development of a long-term concept for
water sector reform. The Project Manager from the Austrian Agency for Natural Resources Mr
Michael Sutter in his presentation emphasized the tasks of achieving of the three results in five
thematic areas, such as:
- Legislation, policy formulation and institutional strengthening (OECD and UNECE).
- Strengthening of laboratories and monitoring systems (Consortium of EU Member States).
- Development of a river basin management plan (Consortium of EU Member States).
- Implementation of the River Basin Management Plan (Consortium of the EU Member States).
- Public information, communication, data / information management (Consortium of EU
Member States).
Mr Bo Libert from the Secretariat of the UNECE Water Convention reported that the work of
ratification of the Agreement between Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova for the permanent
management of the Dniester river basin continues and the Government of Ukraine is currently
considering this document before its ratification. He also informed that the project document for
the GEF project "Activation of transboundary cooperation and integrated water resources
management in the Dniester river basin" was prepared and approved by both countries and it is
expected to begin its implementation already this year, for which 2.0 million USD will be allocated.
The discussion between the representatives of the EUWI + project and the participants of the
meeting raised the following issues:
- The planned activities for monitoring the water bodies of the Dnieper river within the framework
of the project will provide an opportunity to get a concrete assessment of their ecological status,
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including hydrobiological, hydrochemical and hydromorphological assessments (Ms. Olga Lysyuk,
State Agency of Water Resources);
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Representatives of EUWI+ Consortium

- Will the project activities duplicate the results achieved in the previous EU project "International
Basin Environmental Protection (EPIRB)", which developed already qualitative documents of
methodologies and the Upper Dnieper River Management Plan? (Ms. Anna Tsvetkova (NGO MAMA
86)";
Will radionuclide pollution be taken into account in the monitoring program of the Dnieper? Now
in the Pripyat river basin in the “exclusion zone” of Chernobyl forms about 100% of water pollution
by caesium and 70% by strontium and these sources of radionuclide pollution are not exhausted
yet (Mr. Sergei Obrizan, Ecocenter of the Exclusion zone of Chernobyl);
Will the environmental status of the entire water bodies of the Dnieper be assessed? During the
discussion, both Prut and the Dniester and other sub-basins were discussed. The management
plan should be prepared for the entire river basin, rather than individual sub-basins. If the project
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contributes to the definition of reference conditions for the Dnieper river basin, this will be a very
significant project result (Mr Sergey Afanasyev, Institute of Hydrobiology);
Will the project activities aim at introducing certain provisions of the Marine Strategy Directive?
(Mr. Victor Komorin, the Ukrainian Scientific Center for Marine Ecology).
Representatives of the EUWI + project responded to the above-mentioned questions stating that
the project would try to take into account the country's wishes, its priorities, avoid duplication, and
specify the project's plan before the next meeting, using the results of other early implemented
projects.
Mr. Mykola Kuzio summarized the discussion regarding the future of the project. He invited the
participants to submit their comments and wishes to the plan of activities, presented by the EUWI
+ project, expressed support for the tasks of the first component in the preparation of the concept,
and in the future, and the Strategy of the Water Policy of Ukraine, aimed at such meetings in the
framework of the National Dialogue. He voiced wishes to focus on the planning of project results #
2 and #3 in order to obtain more qualitative achievements, expressed interest in the project on
preparation of monitoring programs of the whole of the Dnieper river basin and, nevertheless, on
determination of reference conditions of the water bodies. The Ministry of Ecology and Natural
Resources will prepare its concrete proposals, worked out all other proposals and will pass
everything to project for consideration.
The EU funded projects APENA and EU and UNDP funded project "Improvement of the Black Sea
Environment Monitoring (EMBLAS-II)" presented the main results of the activities in Ukraine
focused on the support of Ukraine's approximation of European environmental legislation and the
creation of the capacity for its practical implementation. Significant results have been achieved in
draft laws and their accompanying.
Ms. Lyudmila Butenko, World Bank representative, supported this form of the discussion platform,
which is being implemented by the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources and reported about
the close cooperation with the Ministry of Agrarian Policy and the State Agency for Water
Resources in the preparation of the Strategy for Melioration and Rehabilitation of the Melioration
in the South of Ukraine, as well as investment projects for the reconstruction of water utilities.
Summarize the NPD meeting, Mr Mykola Kuzio emphasized that in addition to the current
legislative changes in the water sector will be discussed in the future the issues of interaction and
coordination of various sectors in the field of water policy during the next Meetings of the
National Dialogue on Water Policy, which will take place in cooperation with the UNECE, OECD and
with the assistance of the EU project, the "Water Initiative plus". The National Dialogue will be
based on existing working groups in different bodies and should ensure the integrity and
consistency of water policy in the implementation of the EU Directives. He noted that an
important aspect of further work with international partners will be the analysis and models of the
economic component of the water sector. The Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of
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Ukraine assumes the leading role of the initiator and organizer of the communication process
within the framework of the NPD, and also hopes for active cooperation of all parties involved in
the dialogue.
The Ministry of Natural Resources will consider the next meeting of the National Dialogue on
Water Policy within the framework of the International Water Forum "AQUA UKRAIN 2017" to be
held on November 7-9, in Kyiv at the International Exhibition Center.
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