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 f to further enhance the high level of protection afforded to human 
health and the environment and minimise to the extent possible the 
levels of risk arising from pesticides; 

 f to contribute to green growth in agriculture and further develop 
sustainable plant protection and production;

 f to strengthen public confidence in regulatory decisions.
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Objective

 f guidelines and guidance documents for testing and assessment 
(e.g. pesticide residue testing, environmental safety evaluation of 
micro-organisms used as bio-pesticides)

 f harmonised formats for registration and exchange of data

 f harmonisation tools (e.g. maximum residue limit (MRL) calculator)

 f best practice guidance ( e.g. on compliance and enforcement, on 
good manufacturing practices)

 f indicators (e.g. on pesticide risk reduction, on integrated pest 
management (IPM) uptake and impact)

 f information resources on internet (e.g. on managing spray drift, on 
integrated pest management, on compliance and enforcement). 

Past and 
planned 

outcomes

 f assist member countries in anticipating, identifying and preventing or 
managing the risks of pesticides, especially through the development 
and implementation of innovative tools for testing, assessment and 
management, therefore reducing the risks on human health and the 
environment from pesticides;

 f facilitate the optimal use of resources available in governments and 
in industry for pesticide assessment and management, by providing 
a forum for identifying and overcoming obstacles to work sharing 
and for streamlining the joint review process;

 f assist in minimising non-tariff barriers in the trade of pesticides by 
aligning terminology, data requirements and assessment approaches. 

Benefits 
for the civil 

society, 
governments 
and industry
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The Pesticides Programme helps governments work together to evaluate the risks of individual 
pesticides more quickly and thoroughly through its Work Sharing Programme. It brings together 
experts from OECD countries to combine and share their knowledge, methods and findings. 
As a result, governments are able to approve the introduction of safer products to market and 
replace more hazardous ones more quickly and efficiently.

To assist countries to co-operate in this review of pesticides, the OECD has created internationally 
agreed formats for the two main documents used in registering agricultural pesticides: the 
“dossiers” of pesticide test data submitted by industry, and the “monographs” containing OECD 
governments’ evaluation of the test data. These agreed formats improve the quality and consistency 
of pesticide reviews. They also make it easier for OECD countries to work together and reduce 
the workload for industry by making it possible to submit similar data packages to different 
countries. Work sharing will be further enhanced by the development of a global harmonised 
submission transport standard that will facilitate the electronic transport of registration dossiers.

The Mutual Acceptance of Data scheme is a system that enables to lower the costs of launching 
new pesticides because the data generated in the testing of chemicals in an OECD Member 
country in accordance with OECD Test Guidelines and OECD Principles of Good Laboratory 
Practice shall be accepted in other Member countries for purposes of assessment and other 
uses relating to the  protection of man and the  environment.

Due to the Work Sharing Programme and the Mutual Acceptance of Data Scheme, resources 
are saved by both governments and industry.

Pesticide testing by industry 134 640 000
Industry reporting 1 546 800
Total benefits for industry 136 186 800
Government assessment 2 408 700
Total 138 595 500 

Annual savings for government and industry provided by the Pesticides Work 
Sharing Programme and the Mutual Acceptance of Data Scheme (€)
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