Environment, Health
& Safety News

No. 29
February 2013

CHEMICALS PROGRAMME

MUTUAL ACCEPTANCE OF DATA
The 1981 OECD Council Decision on the Mutual Acceptance of Data (MAD) is built on the OECD Test
Guidelines and Principles of Good Laboratory Practice (GLP). It requires OECD governments to accept
non-clinical environment and health safety data developed for regulatory purposes in another country if
these data were generated in accordance with the Test Guidelines and GLP Principles, thus increasing
efficiency and effectiveness of chemical notification and (re-) registration procedures for governments and
industry. A 1989 Council Decision-Recommendation on Compliance with GLP sets the framework for
recognition of compliance assurance among governments. The MAD system has been open to non-OECD
countries since 1997.
Argentina, Brazil, India, Singapore and South Africa are non-members who are full adherents to MAD,
which means that non-clinical health and environmental safety data generated in these countries must be
accepted for regulatory purposes in OECD and other adhering countries. At the moment, full adherence for
Argentina and Brazil only applies to industrial chemicals, pesticides and biocides. Provisional adherents to
the Mutual Acceptance of Data system are currently Malaysia and Thailand.
An on-site evaluation team from Spain, Belgium and India, visited the Compliance Monitoring Programme
for Thailand, in January, 2012. The report will be considered at the 2013 meeting of the Working Group on
GLP. An on-site evaluation to Malaysia was conducted in 2011, and a recommendation concerning
Malaysia’s status under MAD is under consideration. The Secretariat continues to work with several other
countries, in view of their provisional adherence to the MAD Council Acts as well.
Contact: Richard Sigman and Kenji Nakano
Websites: OECD Enlargement
MAD public website
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GOOD LABORATORY PRACTICE
The Working Group on Good Laboratory Practice (GLP) works to facilitate and support the
implementation by Member countries and interested non-members of the Council Acts related to Mutual
Acceptance of Data (MAD), by promoting a common understanding of, and harmonised approaches to,
technical and administrative matters related to Good Laboratory Practice and monitoring of compliance
with the GLP Principles. These Principles are quality standards for the organisation and management of
test facilities and for performing and reporting studies.
The steering group that is planning the 11th OECD GLP training course met on 29 May, and on 31 May, the
Working Group on GLP agreed the training course will focus on quality assurance and computer system
validation. The training course is scheduled for 28 to 31 October, 2013 in Chiba, Japan and will comprise a
one day basic course, and a three day advanced course.
Six on-site evaluations were conducted in 2012 and will be considered at the 27th meeting of the Working
Group on GLP in April 2013: Austria, Hungary, France, Australia, Japan (chemicals), Japan (pesticides,
veterinary drugs and feed additives).
Work is progressing on the development of a guidance document on peer review of histopathology, revision
of the guidance documents for on-site evaluations of member and non-member countries, and compilation of
(and responses to) comments submitted by industry associations on issues that impact on their business. On
18 July, the industry associations were informed of the outcome of the discussions at the 26th meeting of the
Working Group, the designation of the three issue groups, and a request for additional comments. Draft
guidance documents are under preparation by all three issue groups for consideration at the April, 2013
Working Group meeting.
Forthcoming events:



27th Meeting of the Working Group on GLP – OECD, Paris, 16-18 April, 2013
11th OECD GLP Training Course - Chiba, Japan, 28-31 October, 2013

Contact: Richard Sigman and Kenji Nakano
Websites: http://www.oecd.org/env/glp
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TEST GUIDELINES
The Test Guidelines Programme develops Test Guidelines and related documents needed to undertake the
first step in chemical regulation – testing for health and environmental hazards.
OECD Council adopted a set of new or updated Test Guidelines and deleted a set of obsolete Test Guidelines
in October 2012.
New Test Guidelines:
Section 4: Health Effects
457
460

BG1Luc Estrogen Receptor Transactivation in Vitro Assay to Detect Estrogen Receptor
Agonists and Antagonists
Fluorescein Leakage Test Method for Identifying Corrosive and Severe Irritants

Updated Test Guidelines:
Section 1: Physical-Chemical Properties
109
114

Density of Liquids and solids
Viscosity of Liquids

Section 2: Effects on Biotic Systems
229
211
305

Fish Short Term Reproduction Assay
Daphnia Magna Reproduction Test
Bioaccumulation in Fish: Aqueous and Dietary Exposure

Section 4: Health Effects
455
405

Performance-Based Test Guideline for Stably Transfected Transactivation In Vitro
Assays to Detect Estrogen Receptor Agonists
Acute Eye Irritation/Corrosion

Corrected Test Guidelines:
Section 4: Health Effects
443

Extended One-Generation Reproductive Toxicity Study

Test Guidelines deleted by Council:
Section 2: Effects on Biotic Systems
204

Fish, Prolonged Toxicity Test: 14-Day Study

Section 4: Health Effects
477
479
480
481

Genetic Toxicology: Sex-Linked Recessive Lethal Test in Drosophila melanogaster
Genetic Toxicology: In vitro Sister Chromatid Exchange Assay in Mammalian Cells
Genetic Toxicology: Saccharomyces cerevisiae, Gene Mutation Assay
Genetic Toxicology: Saccharomyces cerevisiae, Mitotic Recombination Assay
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482
484

Genetic Toxicology: DNA Damage and Repair, Unscheduled DNA Synthesis in
Mammalian Cells In Vitro);
Genetic Toxicology: Mouse Spot Test

An updated work plan of the Test Guidelines Programme was declassified and published in October 2012.
Other current activities under the Test Guidelines Programme
Skin irritation/corrosion
An expert group meeting was held on 13-14 September; it discussed validation data for the subcategorisation of TG 431, the update of TG 430, 431 and 439 and the development of a Guidance Document
on Integrated Testing Strategy for skin irritation/corrosion. After the September meeting, a post-validation
data study and a statistical assessment were performed by the OECD Secretariat for TG 431, and it was
revised accordingly in December 2012, after expert review. The draft revised TG 431 will be examined at the
WNT 25 in April 2013.
Cell transformation assays
An expert group meeting on was held on 24 September; it discussed the development of a new Test
Guideline for in vitro carcinogenicity: Syrian Hamster Embryo Cell Transformation Assay. Several expert
groups on genotoxicity met on 24-27 September to discuss several new and updated Test Guidelines on
genotoxity
Honey Bee toxicity testing
The expert group met on 29-30 October to discuss a draft Test Guideline on a single dose larval toxicity test.
Validation Management group for non-animal testing
An expert group on the thyroid scoping effort met on 28 November to discuss a draft document on available
in vitro test methods for identifying chemicals affecting thyroid hormones. The Validation Management
group for non-animal testing met on 29-30 November to discuss progress with the development of in vitro
assays to detect endocrine active chemicals.
Eye irritation/corrosion
The expert group met on 6-7 December to mainly discuss the update of TG 437 and 438 to detect chemicals
not requiring classification according to GHS, and cytosensor microphysiometer test method.
Forthcoming events:








25th Meeting of the Working Group of National Coordinators of the Test Guidelines Programme, 911 April 2013, Paris, France
Meeting of the expert group on the in vivo Comet assay, 19-21 March 2013, Paris, France
Meeting of the Extended Advisory Group on Toxicogenomics and Molecular Screening, 13-15 May
2013, Paris, France
Meeting of Experts on Skin Irritation/Corrosion, dates and place to be determined
Meeting of the Validation Management Group for Ecotoxocity Testing, dates and place to be
determined
Meeting of the Expert Group on Genotoxicity, dates and place to be determined
Meeting of the Advisory Group on Endocrine Disrupters Testing and Assessment, Paris, last quarter
of 2013
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Recent publications in the Series on Testing and Assessment:
 No. 142 ,Updated validation report for TG 234
 No. 150, Guidance Document on Standardized Test Guidelines for evaluating chemicals for
endocrine disrupters
 No. 163, Peer Review and WNT agreement on the follow-up to the Peer Review Report for Cell
Transformation Assays
 No. 170, Guidance Document for Demonstrating Efficacy of Pool and Spa Disinfectants in
Laboratory and Field Testing
 No. 171, Fish Toxicity Framework
 No. 173, Performance Standards for TG 455
 No. 174, Performance Standards for TG 457
 No. 175, Validation reports for TG 305
 No. 176, Report of the Retrospective Analysis of the 2-Generation Reprotoxicity data
 No. 178, Detailed Review Paper on the State of Science on Novel in Vitro and in Vivo Screening
and Testing Methods for Evaluating Endocrine Disruptors
 No. 179, Validation report (phase 2) of the Fish Embryo Test
 No. 180, Streamlined Summary Document for the Fluorescein Leakage Test Method
 No. 181, Case Study Document supporting the Guidance Document on Standardized Test Guidelines
for evaluating chemicals for endocrine disrupters
Contact: Anne Gourmelon, Nathalie Delrue and Marie-Chantal Huet

Website: www.oecd.org/env/testguidelines
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NEW CHEMICALS
The New Chemicals Programme carries out a variety of activities which aim to reduce the time and
resources governments spend evaluating new chemicals that companies wish to introduce to the market. It
also helps reduce the resources that companies spend submitting information about these chemicals to
governments.
The work of the OECD Clearing House on New Chemicals has recently been focusing on two major
activities; the first of these was the preparation of a Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) document for the
Parallel Process – work sharing arrangements for new chemicals notifications. This document was developed
to streamline the notification activity, facilitate greater participation, and enhance understanding of the
approach and expectations between participating governments and companies. The document (along with a
summary document) was published on 1 October, 2012. Work is underway on developing supplementary
support/guidance documents and outreach materials.
The second major activity is to seek industry support/interest in supplementing the “polyester approved
reactant lists” that delineate those polyesters qualifying as “polymers of low concern” under US TSCA,
Canada CEPA and Australia NICNAS jurisdictions. Following submissions by industry of possible
candidates, the Clearing House has been evaluating the submissions to determine which are worthy of further
review.
Forthcoming events:


5th Meeting of the OECD Clearing House on New Chemicals (June, 2013; Medan, Indonesia)

Recent publications
 Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) for the OECD Clearing House on New Chemicals Parallel
Process
 Summary of the Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) for the OECD Clearing House on New
Chemicals Parallel Process
Contact: Richard Sigman
Website: http://www.oecd.org/env/newchemicals
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HAZARD ASSESSMENT
The Hazard Assessment Programme has evolved from the Existing Chemicals Programme and is concerned
with the hazard assessment of industrial chemicals and mainly existing chemicals, i.e. the thousands of
chemicals used world-wide that were put on the market before new chemical notification systems were
established and whose hazards were not thoroughly evaluated by governments. Data on industrial chemicals
is gathered or generated and co-operative assessments are carried out to agree on their hazards.
Ten SIDS Initial Assessment Profiles (SIAPs) or Initial Targeted Assessment Profiles (ITAPs) for sixteen
chemicals, agreed at the 2nd Cooperative Chemicals Assessment Meeting (CoCAM-2), were endorsed by the
Joint Meeting in August 2012. Twelve draft assessments for forty seven chemicals were agreed at CoCAM-3
in October 2012 in Lucerne (Switzerland) and sent to the Task Force on Hazard Assessment for
endorsement. Final assessments for 76 chemicals have been published in the OECD Existing Chemicals
database from in 2012. A total of 321 IUCLID export files of previously-agreed SIDS Dossiers are available
on the OECD public website: http://www.oecd.org/env/hazard/data.
A process for dealing with comments from the Task Force on SIAPs/ITAPs agreed at COCAM was
published in the Manual for the Assessment of Chemicals. Based on comments received of the Task Force
on Hazard Assessment and the Cooperative Chemicals Assessment Meeting, the Guidance document on
grouping of chemicals is currently under revision. In collaboration with a drafting group and a consultant the
different chapters will be successively be adjusted. Finalisation of the guidance document is expected at the
end of May 2013.
Forthcoming events:



6th Meeting of the Task Force on Hazard Assessment, 25-26 June 2013, OECD, Paris
CoCAM 4, 16-18 April 2013, OECD, Paris

Contact: Joop DeKnecht, Sally de Marcellus, Valerie Frison-Beau and Dan Merckel
Websites: http://www.oecd.org/env/hazard
http://www.oecd.org/env/hazard/data
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(QUANTITATIVE) STRUCTURE-ACTIVITY RELATIONSHIPS [(Q)SAR]
(Q)SARs are methods for estimating properties of a chemical from its molecular structure and have the
potential to provide information on hazards of chemicals, while reducing time, monetary cost and animal
testing currently needed. The OECD (Q)SAR Project is developing guidance material and a "Toolbox" for
practical applications of (Q)SARs by governments and industry in specific regulatory contexts.
The third generation of the OECD QSAR Toolbox software (version 3.0) was released in October 2012. This
new version of the QSAR Toolbox offers the following new features:









Inclusion of additional data sources
Advanced search engine
22 new mechanistically and endpoint specific profiling schemes
Quantitative mixtures toxicity prediction
Tautomeric set prediction
Prediction accounting for metabolism
New transformation simulators (autoxidation and hydrolysis)
Enhanced reporting engine to handle mixtures, tautomers and metabolites

The first service update (version 3.1) was released in January 2013 in which a number of the new features
has been updated or extended and a new database for observed rat in vivo metabolism has been added.
Updated training material for the third generation of the QSAR Toolbox was also made available in
December 2012. The existing tutorials and videos were updated according to the new version of the QSAR
Toolbox to help the user building categories that are mechanistically and structurally robust to maximise
success in filling data gaps for the endpoint of interest.
In collaboration with the advisory group on molecular screening and toxicogenomics the Secretariat has
prepared a guidance document on developing and assessing adverse outcome pathways (AOPs). This
guidance document intends to provide an insight into which pieces of information are necessary to identify
and document an AOP and how to present them. It also provides initial assistance on how to undertake the
assessment of an AOP in terms of its relevance and adequacy. A template has been included allowing
authors to develop thorough AOPs and to improve consistency in AOPs developed by different stakeholders.
After several commenting rounds the guidance was finalised in January 2013 and is scheduled to be
published in the first quarter of 2013.
Forthcoming events:


Meeting of the QSAR Toolbox Management Group, October 2013 (exact dates to be confirmed),
OECD, Paris

Contact: Joop DeKnecht
Websites: http://www.oecd.org/env/hazard/qsar
https://community.oecd.org/community/toolbox_forum
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EXPOSURE ASSESSMENT
Risk to human health and the environment posed by chemicals is determined by chemical-specific hazard
properties and the extent of exposure to chemicals. OECD assists member countries in developing and
harmonising methods for assessing the exposure of chemicals to human health and the environment.
A new document, developed by the Task Force on Exposure Assessment, was published on 19 December,
2012. This document - Descriptions of existing models and tools used for exposure assessment: Results of an
OECD Survey - includes a table with summary descriptions of existing models and tools used for exposure
assessment, as well as the responses to a survey upon which the table was based. For each model, the
summary table includes the name and description of the model, the category or type of model, the approach
or way in which the model was designed, and a link to a website which contains further information on the
model. The full responses to the survey provide more detailed information.
The 4th meeting of the Task Force on Exposure Assessment was held on 4-5 October in Budapest. The Task
Force made progress on all its on-going projects: 1) gathering use pattern information and developing a
harmonised template to gather and exchange exposure information, 2) developing releases estimation
techniques of chemicals from products, 3) gathering studies, databases and guidance regarding plasticizers,
4) developing risk assessment methodologies for the combined exposure to multiple chemicals, 5) compiling
information on efficiencies of water treatment technologies/plants (in a joint project with the TFPRTR), 6)
developing guidance on estimating dietary exposure, and 7) comparing/harmonizing exposure models.
Eight new or revised Emission Scenario Documents (ESDs) are currently being developed: 1) formulation
and application of thermal and carbonless copy paper, 2) chemical vapour deposition in the semiconductor
industry, 3) use of adhesives, 4) textile dyeing, 5) use of industrial cleaners, 6) case study on plastic
additives, 7) metals from waste disposal and 8) application of paint solvent to industrial coating.
Forthcoming event:


5th Meeting of the Task Force on Exposure Assessment, November 2013 (exact dates to be
confirmed)

Recent publications:
 Descriptions of existing models and tools used for exposure assessment: Results of an OECD Survey
Contact: Hirofumi Aizawa
Website: http://www.oecd.org/env/exposure
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RISK MANAGEMENT AND SUSTAINABLE CHEMISTRY
The Risk Management Programme is concerned with the final step in chemical oversight: how to manage the
use of chemical products so that society can take advantage of their benefits while minimising risks. It
develops tools for OECD governments and facilitates information exchange about successful risk
management approaches.

Perfluorinated chemicals
The work programme that the Global PFC Group had developed was endorsed by ICCM3 in September
2012. The Conference also adopted a resolution on PFCs that welcomes the progress achieved to date and
extends the mandate for further work with a request for a progress report for ICCM4. Also, a technical
briefing on PFCs was provided to the conference on 16 September 2012. This briefing consisted of a
progress report from the Global PFC Group, as well as presentations on scientific insights and regulatory
activities from Germany and the US.
Since ICCM3, the Global PFC Group made progress on developing synthesis papers on "uses",
“alternatives”, “scientific evidence” and "regulatory approaches" that were originally prepared by the
FluoroCouncil (the first two), Germany and Canada respectively. Work on these papers continues and should
be completed by March 2013 for subsequent dissemination through webinars and events.
Sustainable Chemistry
The Ad Hoc Group on the Substitution of Harmful Chemicals has been established and held its second and
third conference calls on 6 and 21 September 2012. The group developed a scope of work and a work plan
which comprises:




The development of an inventory of decision support tools, building on a meta-survey and, possibly,
a survey to fill information gaps;
A workshop to discuss tools and gather lessons learned; and
A report building on the inventory and the workshop.

Following comments from the Joint Meeting, a revised work plan will be submitted to the Joint Meeting for
endorsement.
The Sustainable Chemistry Issue Team discussed ideas for possible work in 2013-16 and will be developing
a proposal in February 2013.
Contact: Peter Börkey
Websites:http://www.oecd.org/env/riskmanagement
http://www.oecd.org/env/sustainablechemistry
http://www.oecd.org/ehs/pfc
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SAFETY OF MANUFACTURED NANOMATERIALS
On the nano-scale, typically within the range of 1-100 nm in at least one dimension, the properties of
materials can be different from those on a larger scale. The novel properties of nanomaterials can be
applied to diverse application areas, such as in medicine, environment and energy production.
Manufactured nanomaterials are already used in a number of commercial applications; which raises
questions regarding potential unintended hazards to humans and the environment and whether
nanomaterials need special measures to deal with potential risks. There is a need for a responsible and coordinated approach to ensure that potential safety issues are being addressed at the same time as the
technology is developing. Therefore, OECD’s Working Party on Manufactured Nanomaterials (WPMN) was
established to promote international co-operation in human health and environmental safety aspects of
manufactured nanomaterials and its objective is to assist countries in their efforts to assess the safety
implications of nanomaterials.
Nanomaterials and Test Guidelines
The work of the WPMN on Test Guidelines aims to address whether existing test guidelines are adequate to
address nanomaterials or whether it will be necessary to develop new or adapted nano-specific test
guidelines. This work builds on a publication from 2009 Preliminary Review of OECD Test Guidelines for
their Applicability to Manufactured Nanomaterials, which reviewed 115 Test Guidelines and showed that
most are suitable but that, in some cases, modification will be needed in order to apply them to
nanomaterials. Following on from this work, much more information has become available from a range of
research projects including the OECD Sponsorship Programme for Testing Manufactured Nanomaterials
(described below). This has allowed the WPMN to focus on specific groups of test guidelines to address their
suitability for nanomaterials while evaluating proposals for further guideline development or revision.
A specific example was the document Inhalation Toxicity Testing: Expert Meeting on Potential Revisions to
OECD Test Guidelines and Guidance Documents, which was published in June 2012. This document
contains a number of proposed revisions to Test Guidelines, which were developed as a result of an expert
meeting hosted by the Netherlands. The Netherlands is currently reviewing these proposals in order to
propose follow-up activities. Similarly, a WPMN workshop was held in Berlin in January 2012 to review
Test Guidelines in the areas of Ecotoxicity and Environmental Fate. Once again, the workshop report, which
is still under preparation, will include conclusions and recommendations on future work related to Test
Guideline development. Germany, together with other partners, will consider how best to follow-up on these
recommendations. When the results of these workshops were considered at the 11 th meeting of the WPMN
in February 2013, it was recognised that it will be necessary to set priorities amongst any proposals which
are developed. This will be done at the 12th meeting of WPMN in December 2013. Any further test guideline
work will be carried out in co-operation with the WNT.
In the meantime, WPMN reaffirmed the need for four additional workshops to address topics related to Test
Guideline development. These workshops will focus on: i) physical-chemical properties (28th February – 1st
March 2013, Mexico); ii) genotoxicty (Canada, September 2013); iii) toxicokinetics and mechanistic issues
(dates to be confirmed); and iv) categorisation of nanomaterials (dates to be confirmed).
The previously published Preliminary Guidance Notes on Sample Preparation and Dosimetry for the Safety
Testing of Manufactured Nanomaterials was revised and published in December 2012.
Safety Testing of a Representative Set of Manufactured Nanomaterials
This project, through the launching of a “Sponsorship Programme for Testing Manufactured Nanomaterials”
in November 2007, builds upon the concept that much valuable information on the safety of manufactured
nanomaterials, as well as the methods to assess safety, can be derived by testing certain nanomaterials for
human health and environmental safety effects. The Sponsorship Programme involves OECD member
countries, as well as some non-member economies and other stakeholders to pool expertise and to fund the
safety testing of specific manufactured nanomaterials. Thirteen manufactured nanomaterials are being tested
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(based on materials which are in, or close to, commerce) for a number of endpoints selected for their
relevance for human health and environmental safety. For the moment, the Sponsorship Programme is in its
first phase of testing based on Dossier Developments Plans (DDPs) for each sponsored nanomaterial. These
DDPs include detailed information about the tests performed and the information gathered. The 10th meeting
of the WPMN (27-29 June 2012) took note of the significant progress on dossiers for multi-wall carbon
nanotubes, single-wall carbon nanotubes and fullerenes. It also noted progress on cerium dioxide, zinc oxide,
titanium dioxide, silica dioxide, iron, silver, dendrimers, gold and nanoclays. WPMN took the decision that
the first phase of the testing programme will be completed by March 2013. The WPMN will then evaluate
the quality of each completed dossier at its 12th meeting.
The Role of Alternative Methods in Nanotoxicology
This project aims to identify test methods for nanomaterials which avoid the use of animals. For the moment,
the development of the Colony Forming Efficiency (CFE) Assay, is the main focus of this project. Eleven
laboratories worldwide are taking part in an inter-laboratory study. One positive control (Na2CrO4) as well as
5 different nanomaterials will be tested. The first results of this research will be reported at the end of 2013.
Cooperation on Risk Assessment
This project evaluates risk assessment approaches through information exchange and identifies ways to
strengthen and enhance risk assessment capacity. The most recent publication in this area was released in
March 2012 and is entitled Important Issues on Risk Assessment of Manufactured Nanomaterials. Based on
the publication, a task group was established to further analyse the survey on the prioritisation of Important
Issues on Risk Assessment of Manufactured Nanomaterials. At the 11th meeting of the WPMN in February
2013, it was agreed to present the final report of “Prioritisation of Important Issues on Risk Assessment of
Manufactured Nanomaterials” to Joint Meeting for declassification taking into account additional comments.
Exposure Measurement and Exposure Mitigation
The objective of this project is to exchange information on (or develop) guidance for exposure measurement
and mitigation. To date, this work has led to six publications. Currently, a project is being developed to
determine the degradation half-lives of nanomaterials as well as to revised the report on Techniques and
Sampling Protocols for Determining the Concentrations of Manufactured Nanomaterials in Air. In addition,
it was agreed to forward the final Analysis of the Survey on Available Methods and Models Used for
Assessing Exposure to Manufactured Nanomaterials to the Joint Meeting with a recommendation for
declassification.
Environmentally Sustainable Use of Manufactured Nanomaterials
This project addresses the potential of nano-based applications to address environmental challenges such as
climate change, pollution of water/soil/air and natural resource depletion. It covers the potential negative
impacts that new technologies may have on human health and environment. Currently, a guidance manual
has been prepared, which will enable a screening level life cycle analysis on a nano-enabled case study. This
manual was agreed at the 10th meeting of the WPMN.
Sustainable Development of Tyres: case study involving nanotechnology
The WPMN has previously included a project in its programme of work on the Sustainable Development of
Tyres involving Nanotechnology. This is a joint project with OECD’s Working Party on Nanotechnology
(WPN), which is a subsidiary body of the Committee for Science and Technology Policy (CSTP).
WPMN-10 was informed of the establishment of an Advisory Group for this project, which includes
delegates from both WPMN and WPN WPMN-10 was further informed that the basis of the work would be
a report, which would be prepared by a consultancy for consideration by the Advisory Group as well as the
WPMN and WPN. Since WPMN-10, the secretariat organized a call for tender and subsequently selected
the consultancy, Ricardo-AEA, to prepare the report.
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Database on Manufactured Nanomaterials to inform and analyse EHS research activities
The database now includes data on more than 803 research projects. These projects include completed,
current and planned research related to human health and environmental safety. In 2011, the database was
evaluated for: i) data quality; ii) user-usefulness in identifying research priorities; and iii) gap analysis. New
features of the database are currently under consideration, mainly to provide critical information and support
for other projects of the WPMN. However, further work on the database is currently on hold while the
WPMN considers how best it can be used in the future.
Cooperation on Voluntary Schemes and Regulatory Programmes
This project addresses the information collected as a result of national voluntary schemes and national
regulatory programmes and promotes the sharing of that information amongst governments. To date, two
follow-up surveys have been carried out amongst national bodies which aim to: i) update trends relating
commercial activities and the regulatory oversight; as well as ii) collect specific information on
manufactured nanomaterials (such as types and volumes used). Following the 10th meeting of the WPMN in
June 2012 a final questionnaire has been circulated with a request for responses by 30th September and the
co-chairs are currently compiling the responses from the members.
Forthcoming Events:






OECD Expert Meeting on Physical-Chemical Properties of Manufactured Nanomaterials and Test
Guidelines in collaboration with ISO TC 229: Nanotechnologies, 28th February – 1st March 2013
OECD Expert Meeting on Genotoxicity of Manufactured Nanomaterials, September 2013(Exact date
to be confirmed)- Ottawa, Canada
12th Meeting of the Working Party of Manufactured Nanomaterials, 10-13 December 2013- Paris,
France
OECD Expert Meeting on Toxicokinetics and Mechanistic Issues, February 2014 (Exact date to be
confirmed)- Korea
OECD Expert Meeting on Categorization of Manufactured Nanomaterials, March 2014 (Exact date
to be confirmed)- Washington D.C., United States

Recent Publications on Manufactured Nanomaterials:
 Inhalation Toxicity Testing: Expert Meeting on Potential Revisions to OECD Test Guidelines and
Guidance Document
 Current Developments on the Safety of Manufactured Nanomaterials - Tour de Table
 Important Issues on Risk Assessment of Manufactured Nanomaterials
 Guidance on Sample Preparation and Dosimetry for the Safety Testing of Manufactured
Nanomaterials
Contacts: Peter Kearns, Mar Gonzalez, Asako Aoyagi, Hoseok Song, Carolina Tronco Valencia and
Christiana Oladini-James
Email:

nanosafety@oecd.org

Websites: Public website: http://www.oecd.org/env/nanosafety
OECD Database on Research into the Safety of Manufactured Nanomaterials:
http://webnet.oecd.org/NanoMaterials/Pagelet/Front/Default.aspx
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eChemPortal
The OECD eChemPortal, launched in 2007, offers free public access to information on properties and
hazards of chemicals. It provides direct access to critical scientific information prepared for government
chemical review programmes. eChemPortal allows for simultaneous search of data from multiple
international databases and provides clearly described sources and quality of data.
Addition of new database
Two new data sources were added as participants in the search by chemical substance functionality of
eChemPortal:



The US EPA Office of Pesticide Programs’ Aquatic Life Benchmarks data resource, containing
aquatic toxicity values reviewed by EPA and used in the Agency's most recent risk assessments
developed as part of the decision-making process for pesticide registration
The US EPA Human Health Benchmarks for Pesticides data resource, providing levels for
approximately 350 pesticides in water at or below which adverse health effects are not anticipated
from one-day or lifetime exposures

Currently eChemPortal contains approximately 1,300,000 links to records in participating data sources.
Currently in eChemPortal there are:



697,843 records allowing a search by substance identification.
623,433 records containing endpoint data.

The database of chemical names contains approximately 33,180 synonyms, trade names and chemical names
in Chinese, French, German, Japanese, Korean, and Spanish.

Website: http://www.oecd.org/ehs/eChemPortal
Contact: Sally De Marcellus
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DISSEMINATION OF OECD PRODUCTS
All of the products of the OECD Environment, Health and Safety Programme are available free of charge
to the general public via the internet. Additional work is devoted to improving the overall dissemination
and the use of the products of the Environment, Health and Safety Programme.
OECD Environmental Risk Assessment Toolkit
This Environmental Risk Assessment Toolkit is a set of web pages which give access to practical tools on
environmental risk assessment and management of chemicals. It describes the work flow of environmental
risk assessment and management with links to relevant OECD products that can be used in each step of the
work flow.
The Toolkit was re-released in the form of an interactive web application in December 2012. This sets the
stage for further developments of both the content and functionalities of the toolkit over the coming years.
Contact: Hirofumi Aizawa
Websites: www.oecd.org/env/riskassessment/toolkit
http://envriskassessmenttoolkit.oecd.org
Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals (IOMC)
A proof-of-concept version of the toolbox was completed in June 2012 and was demonstrated at the third
International Conference on Chemicals Management (Nairobi, September 2012).
In the coming months, consideration will be given to enhancing the Toolbox by possibly: developing a
template for drafting management schemes to be uploaded into the IOMC Toolbox; developing additional
chemicals management schemes, developing a template for drafting case studies to be uploaded into the
OECD Environmental Risk Assessment Toolkit; and developing video tutorials for the use of the Toolbox.
Contact: Bob Diderich
Website: http://www.who.int/iomc/en/

EHS Division, Environment Directorate, OECD, 2 rue André-Pascal, 75775 Paris Cedex 16, Tel: (33-1) 45 24 93 16, email: ehscont@oecd.org
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I.T. TOOLS
The development of I.T. Tools at OECD focuses on the harmonization of electronic formats for exchanging
information on chemicals. These formats can then be used for the development of databases or regulatory
submission tools in countries, ensuring that data gathered in one country can be exchanged seamlessly
with other countries without reformatting or that electronic dossiers developed for submission in one
country can be submitted to multiple countries or jurisdictions.
Harmonised Templates
The OECD Harmonised Templates for Reporting Chemical Test Summaries (OHTs) are publicly available in
html files, together with their associated XML schema and schematron, on the website
www.oecd.org/ehs/templates.
The work continued for developing the OHTs to cover 40 new or revised Test Guidelines (TGs) adopted
between 2007 and 2011. In particular, a first batch of 14 draft revised templates (to cover 27 TGs) from the
Health effects, Biotic systems and Degradation-accumulation Series, prepared by national experts, the OECD
Secretariat and an external contractor, were submitted for review to the OHT Expert Group and WNT and
are expected to be released by mid-2013.
A new Series of draft templates to feature nanomaterial-specific endpoints were submitted for review to the
OHT Expert Group and WNT and they will be made publically available in early-2013.
All OHTs were updated in 2012 with a few editorial and technical improvements and correction of small
errors. The update of the OECD website was completed in November 2012.
Contact: Bertrand Dagallier
Website: http://www.oecd.org/ehs/templates/

IUCLID
IUCLID (International Uniform Chemical Information Database) is a software tool used to capture and store,
submit, and exchange data on chemical substances stored according to the OECD Harmonised Templates for
Reporting Chemical Test Summaries (OHTs). The objective of the OECD IUCLID Users Group Expert
Panel is to collect and discuss user needs in terms of the User Interface of IUCLID, to develop additional
guidance documents for users for entering data into IUCLID using the Robust Study Summary format and to
develop training course materials for instructing new users on using the IUCLID software and the Guidance
Documents.
The Expert Panel was invited to test version 5.5 of the IUCLID software in November and December 2012
as part of a three iteration testing phase that will last until March 2013.
The development of IUCLID 6 started in 2012 for a duration of 2 years. A Web conference of members of
the IUCLID 6 IT Activity, established to provide technical feedback on specific IT issues, was held in
October 2012 to present the outcome of the consultation on the IUCLID 6 IT requirements and the project
plan for the development of IUCLID 6.
The OECD IUCLID User Group Expert Panel met in Helsinki, Finland on 3-4 December 2012 at which
feedback provided by the Expert Panel on the IUCLID 6 new architecture and the process to continue
collecting new business requirements and priorities were discussed, as well as the testing schedule and issues
related to the release of IUCLID version 5.5.
Contact: Sally De Marcellus
EHS Division, Environment Directorate, OECD, 2 rue André-Pascal, 75775 Paris Cedex 16, Tel: (33-1) 45 24 93 16, email: ehscont@oecd.org
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OTHER EHS PROGRAMMES

CHEMICAL ACCIDENTS
The Chemical Accidents Programme works to develop guidance on prevention of, preparedness for, and
response to chemical accidents. It facilitates the sharing of information and experiences of both OECD and
non-member countries. The Programme is managed by the Working Group on Chemical Accidents
(WGCA).
The OECD Conference on Corporate Governance for Process Safety was held on14-15 June 2012, at OECD
Headquarters. The conference brought together leading representatives from government and industry to
explore how good leadership can drive improvements in process safety. The Conference launched the
document, Corporate Governance for Process Safety: Guidance for senior leaders in high hazard industries.
A number of industry leaders committed to using this document in their organisations. A Conference report
was considered at the 22nd WGCA meeting in October. The WGCA will also consider feedback on the value
of the guidance and identify the next steps at its meeting in October 2013. The Guidance has been translated
into French and Swedish with other translations expected. The 22nd WGCA also completed the project on
Carbon Capture and Long-Term Storage (CCS). With some minor amendments, the final report was
recommended for declassification and will be forwarded to the Joint Meeting. Amongst other things, the
study on CCS did not identify any issues which would merit addressing in the Guiding Principles. Finally,
the 22nd WGCA finalised a Draft Work Programme which was endorsed by the Joint Meeting. It includes
two new projects: i) Ageing installations; and ii) Managing Hazardous facilities after a Switch of Ownership.
Forthcoming Events:


23rd Meeting of the Working Group on Chemical Accidents (Date TBC)

Recent Publications:
 Report of the Workshop on Natech Risk Management (23-25 May 2012, Dresden, Germany)
 Report of the Conference on Corporate Governance for Process Safety (14-15 June 2012, OECD,
Paris)
 Corporate Governance for Process Safety - Guidance for Senior Leaders in High Hazard Industries
Contact: Mar Gonzalez
Websites: http://www.oecd.org/env/accidents
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POLLUTANT RELEASE AND TRANSFER REGISTERS (PRTRS)
PRTRs are databases of selected pollutant releases to air, water and soil, and of wastes transferred off-site
for treatment or disposal. The programme aims to help individual countries in developing PRTRs, improving
release estimation techniques and sharing of data between countries.
Work on PRTR continues, with a focus on improving the use of PRTR data through: i) reviewing and
updating the published Resource Compendium for PRTR Release Estimation Techniques for point sources,
diffuse sources, and releases from products; ii) developing guidance or recommendations on the elements of
a global PRTR; and iii) maintaining and updating the web-based portal and databases. Two further
documents were published recently: i) “Application, Use and Presentation of Pollutant Release and Transfer
Registers Data" and ii) "Revision 1 of the Resource Compendium of PRTR Release Estimation Techniques
Part 1: Summary of Point Source Techniques".
The document "Global Pollutant Release and Transfer Register, Proposal for a Harmonised List of Sectors
and their thresholds" has been declassified and is due to be published by March 2013.
The 15th meeting of the Task Force on PRTRs was held in September, 2012 in Paris. In addition to
reviewing all its projects, the Task Force agreed its new work programme and terms of references for the
2013-2016 period. The new work programme contains two new projects: (1) Role of PRTR data in global
sustainability; and (2) Estimation techniques for off-site transfer. The Joint Meeting in November endorsed
this work programme. The Task Force also agreed to hold a back-to-back meeting with the UNECE Working
Group of the Parties to the Protocol on PRTRs in November 2013. One day of the meeting will be a joint
session with the Working Group.
Forthcoming events:


16th Meeting of the Task Force on PRTRs, 18-19 November 2013, Geneva, Switzerland

Recent Publications:
 Application, Use and Presentation of Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers (PRTR) Data
 Revision 1 of the Resource Compendium of PRTR Release Estimation Techniques Part 1: Summary
of Point Source Techniques
Contact: Hirofumi Aizawa
Website: http://www.oecd.org/env/prtr
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PESTICIDES
The Pesticide Programme aims to harmonise the testing and assessment of agricultural pesticides and to
promote work sharing and risk reduction. It achieves this by helping OECD countries to co-operate in the
review of both chemical and biological pesticides used in agriculture.
As part of the pesticide hazard/risk evaluation activities, the Metapath project, led by the United States, aims
to compile information on metabolism pathways with visualization of parent chemicals and metabolites, to
store quantitative information, and to enable efficient comparisons of reactive metabolites of potential risk
concern. As a final goal, data from the Metapath database is intended to be made publicly available in the
QSAR Toolbox. Since January 2012, the Users Group was enlarged with participation from Australia,
Austria, Canada, France, Japan, Slovak Republic, US-UPA, ECHA, EFSA, BIAC and OECD Secretariat.
Bimonthly conference calls were established. A pilot study provided a first set of results (e.g. from rodent
tests), and the work is on-going. Four focused expert groups are being constituted on: a) pilot studies DER
composers, b) prioritization of chemicals (based on previous work in evaluating metabolites and pesticide
residues), c) data sharing and review of statutory requirements, and d) use of OECD Harmonised Templates.
In parallel, information sharing and promotion of the Metapath project continued.
As part of the pesticide risk reduction activities, the new Expert Group on Integrated Pest Management
(IPM) is preparing a work plan including specific activities. As a more immediate follow-up to the IPM
workshop, the OECD organized on 27 November 2012 a one-day Seminar on IPM indicators, covering
“uptake” indicators as well as “impact” indicators.
Also, the OECD Expert Group on Pesticide Risk Indicators (EGPRI) that has been re-established developed
its Terms of Reference (adopted by the RRSG meeting in November 2012) and is defining a work plan.
A report is being prepared on the outcomes of a 2011 survey on the assessment of the risks from obsolete
pesticide stocks in OECD countries.
The new network of government officials for pesticide compliance and enforcement met twice by
teleconference in September and October 2012 and prepared a work plan including priority areas.
Concerning the OECD activities on biopesticides (i.e. biological pesticides such as microbials, fungi,
pheromones) Sweden has taken the lead to organise a workshop on micro-organisms in Stockholm in June
2013. The workshop will discuss both scientific and regulatory issues.
The OECD has started an initiative with respect to the issue of illegal pesticides and is developing ideas for
building a Global Alliance against illegal international trade of pesticides.
The Working Group on Pesticides held its 27th meeting on 13-15 June 2012. Apart from discussions on
technical and policy issues, they discussed their draft terms of reference and work programme for 20132016.
The Residue Chemistry Expert Group (RCEG), the Risk Reduction Steering Group (RRSG) and the
Registration Steering Group (RSG) met back to back in November 2012 in Queenstown, New Zealand. The
week also included a one-day field trip focusing on IPM-related production systems, including visits to
orchards and vineyards.
Forthcoming events:




28 February - 1 March 2013: 1st Meeting of the OECD Expert Group on Pesticide Risk Indicators
(EGPRI), OECD, Paris, France
15-19 April 2013: 28th Working Group on Pesticides Meeting, OECD, Paris, France
16-17 May 2013: 1st Meeting of the OECD Network on Illegal Trade of Pesticides (ONIP), OECD,
Paris, France
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17-19 June 2013: Workshop on risk evaluation and risk management of micro-organisms,
Stockholm, Sweden
19-20 June 2013: Bio-Pesticide Steering Group, Stockholm, Sweden
7-11 October 2013: Registration Steering Group/Risk Reduction Steering Group Meeting, OECD,
Paris, France

Recent Publications
 OECD Guidance on Pesticide Compliance and Enforcement Best Practices
 Report of the Third OECD BioPesticides Steering Group Seminar on Characterisation and Analyses
of Botanicals for the Use in Plant Protection Products
 Report of the OECD workshop on Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Strategies for the adoption
and Implementation of IPM in Agriculture Contributing to the Sustainable use of Pesticides and to
Pesticide Risk Reduction
Contact: Sylvie Poret and Beatrice Grenier
Website: http://www.oecd.org/env/pesticides
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BIOCIDES
Work on Biocides (non-agricultural pesticides) closely parallels the work on agricultural pesticides:
harmonisation of testing of product release rates to the environment and efficacy to ensure the validity of
label claims, producing emission scenarios and promoting sharing of information about risk reduction
approaches.
Work on efficacy of biocides focused on: a) microbicides used on hard non-porous surfaces: a draft TG for
assessing efficacy of bactericidal activity was circulated for comments in October; b) biocides used to treat
articles: a draft TG for assessing efficacy of antimicrobial treated articles was circulated for comments in
November; c) efficacy of baits against cockroaches: a draft Guidance Document on an assay for testing the
efficacy of baits against cockroaches was declassified in December; and d) efficacy of baits against ants: a
draft Guidance Document on an assay for testing the efficacy of baits against ants was approved by the TFB.
Two draft Test Guidelines on physical/chemical properties (on density and viscosity) developed by the Task
Force on Biocides were adopted by the OECD Council on 2 October.
The TFB held its 10th meeting on 27-28 September. It revised its terms of reference and developed its work
programme for 2013-2016. It reviewed drafts of Test Guidelines/Guidance Documents to assess efficacy of
biocides (disinfectants, treated articles, insecticides) and to test physical/chemical properties (pH, analytical
method validation, storage stability) as well as a draft revised Emission Scenario Document on wood
preservatives.
Forthcoming events:



Workshop on risk evaluation and risk management of micro-organisms, 17-19 June 2013,
Stockholm, Sweden
11th Meeting of the Task Force on Biocides, 19-20 June 2013, Stockholm, Sweden

Recent Publications
 Guidance Document for Demonstrating Efficacy of Pool and Spa Disinfectants and Field Testing
 Guidance Document on Assays for Testing the Efficacy of Baits against Cockroaches
Contact: Sylvie Poret and Dan Merkel
Website: http://www.oecd.org/env/biocides
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HARMONISATION OF REGULATORY OVERSIGHT IN BIOTECHNOLOGY
The programme on the Harmonisation of Regulatory Oversight in Biotechnology is focused on
environmental risk/safety assessment of transgenic (genetically modified) crops as well as other organisms
of commercial interest. It aims to ensure that the information used in risk/safety assessment, as well as
the methods used to collect this information, is as similar as possible among regulatory authorities.
This improves mutual understanding amongst countries, increases the efficiency of the risk/safety assessment
process and avoids duplication of effort. It also reduces barriers to trade.
Currently, the Working Group on Harmonisation of Regulatory Oversight in Biotechnology (WG-HROB) is
focusing much of its efforts on completing the following three major projects:




A study on the Low Level Presence (LLP) in seeds and commodities;
The preparation of Environmental Considerations for risk/safety assessment of transgenic plants; and
A Consensus document on the Biology of Atlantic Salmon.

An extended Bureau meeting of the Working Group was held in December 2012 at OECD Headquarters in
Paris to make progress on these three projects. As a result, advanced versions of the LLPs document and the
text on Environmental Considerations will be available for the 27th meeting of the Working Group, which
will meet in Paris in April 2013.
Considerable progress was also made in 2012 and early 2013 on the Biotech Product Database. This database
base contains information on those biotech products approved in countries. It was updated with inputs from
several countries during 2012.
The Programme of Work and the Terms of Reference of the WG-HROB for 2013-2016 were finalised and
endorsed by the Joint Meeting in November 2012.
Forthcoming event:


27th meeting of the Working Group on the Harmonisation of Regulatory Oversight in Biotechnology,
8-10 April 2013, Paris, France

Recent Publications
 Consensus Document on the Biology of Cucurbita L. (Squashes, Pumpkins, Zucchinis and Gourds)
 Consensus Document on the Biology of the Brassica Crops (Brassica spp.)
Contact: Kazuyuki Suwabe, Peter Kearns, and Bertrand Dagallier
Website: BioTrack Online (http://www.oecd.org/biotrack)
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SAFETY OF NOVEL FOODS AND FEEDS
The programme on the Safety of Novel Foods and Feeds addresses risk/safety assessment issues related to
the products of modern biotechnology, that is, foods and feeds derived from transgenic crops.
This improves mutual understanding amongst countries, increases the efficiency of the risk/safety
assessment process and avoids duplication of effort, while reducing barriers to trade.
The projects of the Task Force for the Safety of Novel Foods and Feeds are closely linked to those of the
Working Group on Harmonisation of Regulatory Oversight in Biotechnology (WG-HROB).
The revised consensus document on Soybean (Glycine max.) dealing with key nutrients, anti-nutrients,
toxicants and allergens, was finalised and published in August 2012.
An ad-hoc expert group for developing a new document on Common bean (Phaseolus vulgaris) was
established and is being led by Brazil. The Task Force agreed to revise the rice composition document
published in 2004. This work is led by Japan, with additional expertise from the Philippines, BIAC and the
International Rice Research Institute. The first draft documents for common bean and rice are intended to be
circulated to the Task Force for comments in early 2013 and will be considered at the 20th meeting of the
Task Force, on 11-12 April 2013. The work continues on a document on the composition of the Pleurotus
mushroom (led by Sweden) and is expected be finalised during 2013.
The Task Force is currently exchanging information on a number of topics with a view to deciding whether
or not new work is needed. These topics include: i) allergenicity, as a follow–up to a workshop held in
March 2012; ii) composition analysis and whole food testing, which will be considered at a Workshop
scheduled for 10 April 2013; iii) new techniques in biotechnology and associated food/feed safety issues; iv)
Low Level Presence of transgenic material in food and/or feed; and v) animal composition data. Each of
these issues will be discussed at the 20th meeting of the Task Force in plenary meeting in April 2013.
The Programme of Work and the Terms of Reference of the Task Force for 2013-2016 were finalised and
endorsed by the Joint Meeting in November 2012.
Forthcoming events:



ILSI IFBiC (International Food Biotechnology Committee) Workshop on food composition,
mammalian toxicology and whole food testing, 10 April 2013, OECD, Paris
20th Meeting of the Task Force for the Safety of Novel Foods and Feeds, 11-12 April 2013, OECD,
Paris

Recent Publications
 Revised consensus document on compositional considerations for new varieties of soybean [Glycine
max (l.) Merr.]: key food and feed nutrients, anti-nutrients, toxicants and allergens
Contacts: Bertrand Dagallier, Kazuyuki Suwabe, Peter Kearns
Website: BioTrack Online: http://www.oecd.org/biotrack
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THE GLOBAL FORUM
The Global Forum on Biotechnology, established in 2010, is one of 14 Global Forums created by
OECD Committees. Global Forums are generally not official OECD bodies, but are best described as
broad communities or networks of stakeholders in the areas of responsibility of one or more
Committees. OECD Committees have an interest in hearing the views of these stakeholders, but their
capacity to accommodate non-Member observers is very limited.
Eight delegates from Russia, Brazil, South Africa, Argentina, Latvia and the Philippines, as well as from
NEPAD (African Biosafety Network-Headquarters in Burkina Faso), participated in meetings and associated
events on 21-30 March 2012, increasing global participation in the biosafety and novel foods and feeds
safety activities. These meetings were: the Working Group on the Harmonisation of Regulatory Oversight in
Biotechnology; the Task Force for the Safety of Novel Foods and Feeds; the OECD Conference on the
Environmental Use of Micro-organisms, and an Allergenicity Workshop. In addition, the extended Bureau
Meeting of the Working Group, held in December 2012, also included attendees from non-members. The
coming meetings and workshop, to be held in April 2013, are expected to increase this participation to a
larger group of countries.
A joint project of OECD, the World Bank and CERA (Center for Environmental Risk Assessment) was
officially launched in Washington D.C. last October. This project aims at increasing collaboration with nonmembers in Biosafety activities. It was agreed to strengthen the involvement of some countries as leaders or
key experts for the preparation of future OECD Consensus Documents such as for Common Bean (Brazil);
Rice (Philippines); Sorghum (South Africa), Cowpea and possibly other species in the future. It will also
sustain common activities and enlarged information-sharing with other developing economies.
Contacts: Bertrand Dagallier

EHS Division, Environment Directorate, OECD, 2 rue André-Pascal, 75775 Paris Cedex 16, Tel: (33-1) 45 24 93 16, email: ehscont@oecd.org
Page 24

STAFF IN THE EHS DIVISION
Since the last Environment, Health and Safety News (No. 28, issued in June 2012), the EHS Division has
seen the following changes in staffing:












BeobJeong Kim left EHS in August and was replaced by Hoseok Song as an Administrator for
Nanosafety
Hiroyuki Hanawan left EHS in August and was replaced by Asako Aoyagi as an Administrator for
Nanosafety
Bertrand Desprez finished his internship in August and started to work as a consultant in-house in
EHS for Test Guidelines, Biocides,Pesticides and the Co-operative Chemical Assessment
Programme.
Joop DeKnecht joined EHS in September as Principal Administrator for Hazard Assessment,
(Q)SARs and Templates
Alastair Wood has taken up a temporary stage in September and Milly Gilbey replaced him as the CI
and Communications co-ordinator.
Anna Söderström replaced Milly Gilbey in September as an assistant for GLP, Pesticides and
Biocides.
Pablo Ruiz joined EHS in September as an intern for the Pesticides programme.
Laurence Musset left EHS in November and Anne Gourmelon is acting as head of the Test
Guidelines programme.
Wakako Horiki left EHS in November and has been replaced by Kenji Nakano as an administrator
for GLP and Test Guidelines
Terry Schultz left EHS in December
Dan Merckel joined EHS in January as an Administrator for Hazard Assessment and Biocides
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WEB SITES
You can find more information about the work of the EHS Programme from our homepage and
related linked pages on the Internet:
EHS Homepage

http://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety

Biocides

http://www.oecd.org/env/biocides

Biosafety and Food/Feed safety

http://www.oecd.org/biotrack

Chemical Accidents

http://www.oecd.org/env/accidents

Exposure Assessment

http://www.oecd.org/env/exposure

Global Portal to Information on Chemical Substances

http://www.oecd.org/ehs/eChemPortal

Good Laboratory Practice

http://www.oecd.org/env/glp

Harmonised Templates

http://www.oecd.org/ehs/templates

Harmonisation of Classification of Labelling

http://www.oecd.org/env/classify

Hazard Assessment

http://www.oecd.org/env/hazard

Mutual Acceptance of Data (MAD)

http://www.oecd.org/ehs/mad

New Chemicals

http://www.oecd.org/env/newchemicals

Pesticides

http://www.oecd.org/env/pesticides

Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers

http://www.oecd.org/env/prtr

(Q)SARS

http://www.oecd.org/env/hazard/qsar

Risk Assessment

http://www.oecd.org/env/riskassessment

Risk Management

http://www.oecd.org/env/riskmanagement

Safety of Manufactured Nanomaterials

http://www.oecd.org/env/nanosafety

Strategic Approach to International Chemicals
Management

http://www.oecd.org/env/saicm

Sustainable Chemistry

http://www.oecd.org/env/sustainablechemistry

Test Guidelines

http://www.oecd.org/env/testguidelines

Most EHS Publications can be downloaded directly from OLIS or our website:
www.oecd.org/ehs/publications
If you are unable to find what you are looking for, please contact the Secretariat:
 Email: ehscont@oecd.org
 Fax: +33 (0)1 44 30 61 80
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ENV/EHS Staff Directory
E-fax Number: +33 (0)1 44 30 61 80
NAME

PROGRAMME

PHONE

OFFICE

DIDERICH, Bob

Head of Division

14.85

0339

AIZAWA, Hirofumi

Risk Assessment, Test Guidelines, PRTR

79.07

0346

AOYAGI, Asako

Nanotechnologies

14.63

0295

BORKEY, Peter

Risk Management/Sustainable Chemistry

13.85

0240

DAGALLIER, Bertrand

Food Safety/Biosafety

84.51

0283

DE KNECHT Joop

Hazard Assessment, (Q)SARS, Templates

82.57

0352

DELRUE, Nathalie

Test Guidelines

98.44

0319

DE MARCELLUS, Sally

Hazard Assessment

19.42

0346

DESPREZ, Bertrand

Pesticides, Biocides, Test Guidelines

16.48

0327

EVELEIGH, Lisa

Administrative Officer

95.43

0340

FRANCIS, Camilla

Assistant, Test Guidelines

16.74

0263

FRISON BEAU, Valérie

Hazard Assessment

89 34

0334

GIBB, Jill

Administrative Assistant

93.16

0320

GILBEY, Milly

Communications, Publications

79.05

0320

GONZALEZ, Mar

Nanotechnologies, Outreach Programme

76.96

0295

GOURMELON, Anne

Test Guidelines, Hazard Assessment

98.49

0319

HUET, Marie-Chantal

Pesticides, Chemical Accidents, Test Guidelines

79.03

0283

KEARNS, Peter

Biosafety, Food Safety, Nanotechnologies, Chemical Accidents

16.77

0285

MERCKEL, Dan

Hazard Assessment, Biocides

17.99

0332

NAKANO, Kenji

GLP, Test Guidelines

76.98

0332

OLADINI-JAMES, Christiana

Assistant, Nanotechnologies, Biosafety, Food Safety

17.08

0263

PORET, Sylvie

Pesticides, Biocides

89.45

0238

RUIZ JUNCO, Pablo

Intern Pesticides

88 98

0327

SAVARY, Lisa

Hazard Assessment, (Q)SAR, PRTR, Templates and Risk Management

17 37

0263

SIGMAN, Richard

GLP/MAD, New Chemicals,
Assessment, PRTRs

16.80

0255

SÖDERSTRÖM, Anna

Assistant, Pesticides, Biocides, New Chemicals, GLP

85.25

0263

SONG, Hoseok

Nanotechnologies

98.81

0289

SUWABE, Kazuyuki

Biosafety, Food Safety

76.19

0289

TRONCO VALENCIA, Carolina

Intern, Biosafety, Food safety

19 11

0295

Outreach

Programme,

Exposure
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T

he Environment, Health and Safety News is issued
approximately every eight months, between the
meetings of the Joint Meeting of the Chemicals Committee
and the Working Party on Chemicals, Pesticides and
Biotechnology. It aims to provide an update on recent
publications, as well as the main recent or upcoming events
of the EHS Programme. This newsletter is mainly intended
for participants in OECD activities associated with the EHS
Programme. At the same time, the OECD secretariat hopes
that it is also of value to a broader audience with an interest
in human health and environmental safety issues connected
with the use of chemicals, pesticides and biotechnology.

http://www.oecd.org/ehs

