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Question

What are the 
opportunities and challenges 

afforded by the evolution of trade 
and environment issues in 

multilateral and 
regional trade agreements?

opportunities and challenges

multilateral
regional trade agreements

#1.

Issue 
Evolution

Con
text

#2.

Institutional 
Evolution

#3.

 Ideas
Evolution (?)

Cha
llen

ges

Con
text

Trade, Environment & RTAs

Southern Agenda

Issue Evolution



What did we get 
out of this?

A growing 

Knowledge 

Network

Trade & 

Environment: 

A Resourcebook

Trade & 

Environment: 

Visions from

 the South

Imagination

Vision

Information

Change

Contextual Understanding
What did we learn about the changing 

context of the trade & environment debate

#1.
Investing in Regional 

Arrangements can 
benefit global negotiations 

as well as local implementation

#2.
A Southern Agenda needs to be 

pursued through Dispute Resolution as 
well as through Multilateral Negotiation



#3.
T&E Policy must not marginalize 
the already vulnerable 

#4.
S&DT provisions can be used to expand 
policy space for developing countries

#5.
Trade and Environmental 
policy coherence could 
benefit the South

Domestically 
Prohibited 

Goods

Traditional 
Knowledge

Reduced 
Uncertainity

  

#6.
Perennial Issues will persist

Proliferation of 
unilateral 

environmental rules

Standards 
without Southern 

Participation

Protectionist 
Subsidies (e.g., 
Agriculture)

Intellectual 
Property 
Rights



  

#7.
The  real North-South Divide is all 

about Capacity DIfferences

System Evolution

A Brave New World

  

Available for download at: www.iisd.org

There are many 

different types of 

players in the 

WTO today

The power centers 

within the WTO 

has also changed

There are many 

more players than 

there were before



  

From GATT to WTO

More 

Actors

More 

Arenas

More 

Agendas

From ‘General Agreement to Talk and Talk’ (GATT) to ‘Winner Takes Over’ (WTO)

!Th# 
UN"izatio% 
of WTO

!Environmen$
"Investmen$
"Labor

!RTAs
"WEF/WSF
"Streets of 
Seattl#

Much of  existing 
global environmental 
policy is really about 
regulating markets.

Concerns about the global 
market and global 

environment are 
becoming ever more 

intertwined and 
interdependent.

GLOBAL EXCLUSIVE

TRADE-

LIBERALIZATION

RULE-BASED

Dispute & Penalty 

Focussed

Global Application 

of Rules

Push Towards 
Rights-Based

Recognizing 
Regional & Other 
Differences

Narrow & 

Defined 

Membership 

Reserved

Agendas get 
broader

Membership 
gets near 
Universal

Ideas Evolution !?"

Where From Here?



  

Putting Trade and 
Environment to the 
‘Purple Elephant’ Test

Environment 
always flew 
around in purple 
elephants

... now trade does 
so too!

There may be more 
‘trade’ in 

Environment, than 
‘environment’ in Trade

Environmental Policy 
deals with trade related 

issues far more than 
either environmentalists 

of  tradists imagine.

There may be more 
‘trade’ in 

Environment, than 
‘environment’ in Trade

Neither tradists nor 
environmentalists are 
happy with how trade 
policy deals with the 

environment.

Developing Countries 
have not - but could - 
push RTAs to become 
SD-focussed rather than 
just Environment-
focussed.

Sustainable Development 
has begun to seep into WTO 
agenda; but much less so in 

RTAs. Change that!




