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SUSTAINABLE REINTEGRATION
OF RETURNING MIGRANTS

A BETTER HOMECOMING



Why discuss sustainability of reintegration now? 

Higher policy priority in many OECD countries, especially in Europe

Pressure to reduce the number of migrants who are subject to removal

More resources dedicated to reintegration by migration management and 
development bodies

Need to increase trust with countries of origin

Possible future changes in demand for return
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A multi-country peer-review study

Over 12 months, together with eight 

European partner countries, visits in 11 

countries in Europe and Africa

A great diversity of programmes and 

actors

No two programmes are alike, 

although they share common features
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The sustainability of reintegration assistance is tied to the sustainability 

of reintegration programmes

Support 

development of 

origin country

Increase 

returns

Support a migration cycle in line with migration management



1. Increase the visibility of opportunities for assisted return and 

reintegration

2. Invest in reinforcing the legitimacy of return as an acceptable 

outcome to a migration project

3. Adapt reintegration assistance to both individual needs and the 

cost-savings represented

4. Improve coordination and referral

5. Invest in the capacity of origin countries to support 

reintegration and maximise development impact

6. Expand evaluation of programmes

6 recommendations from the report
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4. Improve coordination and referral
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European Reintegration 

Support Organisations

Coordination is complex and usually 

managed in the origin country by a 

single coordinating partner 

For the return migrant, it’s important 

to have an accessible contact 

DPPR 

Kosovo
Destination country 

bodies abroad, e.g.

Different models of service 

provider in origin countries
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Report and policy brief available after the event

https://doi.org/10.1787/5fee55b3-enwww.oecd.org/migration
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