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Background 

• Health Promotion, Prevention and Primary Care has been 
one of the key areas of focus for the HCQI project 

• A number of indicators measuring potentially avoidable 
hospitalizations are part of this indicator set: 

– Asthma 

– Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Diseases (COPD) 

– Congestive Heart Failure (CHF) 

– Hypertension 

– Uncontrolled diabetes without complications  

– Diabetes short-term complications  

– Diabetes long-term complications  

– Diabetes lower extremity amputation 
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Background 

• In 2013 a critical appraisal of the current set of indicators 
was undertaken by HCQI experts 

• A number of concerns with regard to Primary Care 
indicators were raised at the time of review: 

– All indicators are measuring the same concept - potentially 
avoidable hospitalizations 

– The workload for the member countries associated with the effort 
to calculate and report 8 separate indicators is substantial 

– Differences across the countries in coding of primary diagnosis 
for these conditions may limit the precision of the disease- 
specific rates 

– Several countries including Canada are reporting a composite 
indicator of potentially avoidable hospitalizations 

• Canada has agreed to lead the R&D work on a composite 
indicator 
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Objectives 

 

• The focus: to explore validity and utility of a 

composite indicator versus a number of disease- 

specific indicators  

• The primary goal: to explore the extent to which a 

composite indicator 

– will result in better precision of the rates 

– will improve indicator comparability across the countries 
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Proposed Work Plan and Timeline 

• Data already submitted to the HCQI secretariat by the 
member countries will be used 

–  no additional data collection will be required  

• Canadian Institute for Health Information (CIHI) will be 
responsible for carrying out the following activities:  

– Establish a working group with interested countries and an 
OECD representative and consult as appropriate 

– Conduct data analysis and document the findings 

– Consult with the work by the UK on coding practices across 
countries to ensure that the work and recommendations are 
aligned  

• Final report and recommendations will be presented at 
HCQI meeting in November 2014 
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• Comments? 

 

• Interested countries for the Working 

Group? 
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