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ONGOING WORK IN THE 
HEALTH DIVISION  
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Objectives of the project: 

1. Document medical practice variations for selected set of 

procedures, with focus on within-country variations  

2. Analyse possible causes of medical practice variations 

3. Explore policy options to reduce unwarranted variations 

and improve resource allocation 

14 participating countries 

Variations generally highest for cardiac 

procedures, but in some countries, big variations 

in diagnostic tests, c-sections 

Medical Practice Variations 
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Second expert meeting: 25-26 April 2013 

• Review preliminary results from country reports 

• First discussion of synthesis report 

Next steps 

• Revised country reports (September/October 2013) 

• Presentation of draft synthesis report to Health 

Committee (December 2013) 

• OECD publication with one chapter per country and 

synthesis chapter (Spring 2014) 

 
Contact: valerie.paris@oecd.org   

 
 

 

Medical Practice Variations (cont.) 
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Health Workforce 

• Review of developments and limitations in health 

workforce planning models completed in June 2013  

(OECD Health Working Paper No. 62) 

• 3 on-going work streams (Working Papers 

forthcoming): 

– Crisis impact on the health workforce 

– Geographic imbalances in physician supply 

– Skills mismatch in the health sector 

• Co-operation with other international organisations 

– EC (Action Plan, Joint Action)  

– WHO (Global Health Workforce Alliance) 

 

Contact: michael.schoenstein@oecd.org 
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• Recent publication on quality in LTC (June 2013)  
 

• OECD providing input for G8 Summit on Dementia to take 
place in London on 10-11 December 2013 
– The Summit will address three main priorities for research: i) preventing 

dementia and cognitive impairment; ii) delaying symptoms; iii) improving 
life and care with dementia. 

 

• The OECD will hold a conference on data-oriented systems 
for dementia care in October 2014 in Toronto (Canada). 
– Hosted by the Ontario Brain Institute and the Toronto University Institute 

for Health Policy, Management and Evaluation 

– Analytical papers on the role of big and broad data in addressing dementia 
care to be prepared and gathered in a conference volume 

Dementia 

Contact in Health Division: francesca.colombo@oecd.org 

mailto:francesca.colombo@oecd.org
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• Forthcoming Fast-Track Paper: 

– Review the evidence on the impact of economic crises on 
health 

– Identify health care policies in the wake of the Great 
Recession 

– Analyse the links between unemployment, health 
outcomes, quality and health care use, using OECD 
Health Statistics 

• Paper to be discussed at December OECD Health 
Committee meeting 

 
Contact: kees.vangool@oecd.org  

Health and the economic crisis 
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WORK WITH OTHER 
COMMITTEES / DIRECTORATES 
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» OECD report on the data driven economy as a source of 

economic growth 

» A multi-sector project - health, consumer policy, data 

protection, public-sector governance and science and 

innovation 

» HCQI Information Infrastructure Project findings will 

contribute to a chapter about health data and to an 

associated report for the Health Committee 

» Drafts for review by the HCQI and the Health and ICCP 

Committees in late fall 2013 and spring 2014  

» OECD report publication planned for October 2014 
 

Contacts: jillian.oderkirk@oecd.org (HD) and elettra.ronchi@oecd.org (STI) 

 

Data Driven Economy (Big Data, with STI) 
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» Describe the growing data environment and its 

implications for  

- Scientific breakthroughs and health care innovation 

- Governance of the quality, safety and efficiency of health care 

and  

- Informing and empowering patients 

» Describe the essential elements to make progress 

- Health data governance 

- Legislative and policy environment  

- Technological infrastructure and  

- Skill development  

» Conclude with future opportunities/recommendations 
 

Contacts: jillian.oderkirk@oecd.org (HD) and elettra.ronchi@oecd.org (STI) 

 
 

 

 

Data Driven Economy: Content of Health 

chapter 
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• ELSA Committee has undertaken country 

reviews of policies to promote better labour 

market and social outcomes for people with 

mental ill-health 

• New evidence on the scale of the problem 

across OECD countries and policy 

developments (including good practices) 

 

Contact: christopher.prinz@oecd.org  

 

 
 

Mental Health and Employment (ELSAC)  
 
 

mailto:christopher.prinz@oecd.org
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• Joint network set by Senior Budget Officials and Health 
Committee  

• 2nd meeting held on 25-26 March 2013 

• Key topics: 

- Fiscal austerity and health: how long before 
‘temporary cuts’ have permanent effects? 

- Policies for efficiency: Australia (hospital pricing), 
France (macro-budgetary targets), Japan (active 
price regulation) 

- Which ‘big’ revenue sources might best be able 
to withstand demographic pressures? 

• Survey of Budget officials to be undertaken this year 

Contacts: ankit.kumar@oecd.org (HD) and 
camila.vammalle@oecd.org (GOV) 
 

 
 

 
 

Financial sustainability of health systems (GOV)  
 
 

mailto:ankit.kumar@oecd.org
mailto:camila.vammalle@oecd.org
http://www.oecd.org/health/workingpapers
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WORK WITH OTHER 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS  
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• Establishment of Health Care Quality Improvement 

Network in Asia/Pacific with WHO WPRO and SEARO 

(second meeting: Bangkok, 28-29 November 2013)  

• Planning to update Health at a Glance Europe (with DG 

Sanco) and Health at a Glance Asia/Pacific (with WHO 

WPRO and SEARO) in 2014    

• More work with candidate countries to the OECD; 

Reviews of Colombia, Latvia 

• More work also with Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, 

Russia, South Africa in Health Statistics, Health at a 

Glance, SHA, HCQI 

  

 

 

Cooperation with WHO, European Commission 
and non-OECD countries   

 
 



• OECD and new Asia/Pacific Observatory on Health 

Systems planning to undertake joint collaborative work 

beginning late 2013 

 Ageing (assessing trends in compression or expansion of 

morbidity and disability, and long-term care issues)  

 Modeling work on risk factors for chronic diseases and 

evaluation of prevention policies 

 Provider payment methods 

 Recent trends in health system reforms in OECD countries and 

emerging large economies 

 

 

Work with Asia/Pacific Observatory on 

Health Systems  
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS  
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• Israel (26 November 2012) 

• Denmark (30 April 2013) 

• Sweden and Norway (end 2013) 

• Czech Republic (first quarter 2014) 

• Italy and Australia (second quarter 2014) 

• Japan (third quarter 2014) 
 

http://www.oecd.org/health/qualityreviews 
 

Contact: francesca.colombo@oecd.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

OECD Reviews of Health Care Quality 

Raising Standards 

mailto:valerie.paris@oecd.org
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Waiting Time Policies in the Health Sector:  

What Works? 

http://www.oecd.org/health/health-systems/waitingtimepolicies.htm  

 

OECD Reports 

A Good Life in Old Age?  

Monitoring and Improving Quality in Long-term Care 

http://www.oecd.org/health/health-systems/good-life-in-old-age.htm   
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Strengthening Health Information Infrastructure for 

Health Care Quality Governance: Good Practices, New 

Opportunities and Data Privacy Protection Challenges 

http://www.oecd.org/health/health-

systems/strengtheninghealthinformationinfrastructure.htm 

 

 

 

 

OECD Reports 

 

Cancer care: Assuring Quality to Improve Survival  

(30 October 2013)  

http://www.oecd.org/health/health-systems/cancer-care.htm  
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• No. 60 - Health Spending Growth at Zero: Which 

Countries, Which Sectors Are Most Affected?  

(January 2013) 

• No. 61 - International Variations in a Selected 

Number of Surgical Procedures (March 2013) 

• No. 62 - Health Workforce Planning in OECD 

Countries: A review of 26 projection models from 18 

countries (June 2013) 

• No. 63 - Value in Pharmaceutical Pricing (July 2013) 

 

http://www.oecd.org/health/workingpapers 

 

 

 

Health Working Papers 

 

 

http://www.oecd.org/health/workingpapers
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• First discussion at the Committee level 
December 2013 

• Prioritisation exercise first half 2014 

• Final proposal June 2014 

• Council decides 

• Discussion yesterday, today, tomorrow 
will feed into the process 

Finally… Programme of work and 

budget 2015-16 
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THANKS FOR LISTENING 


